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Warszawa 2015, pages 202

Sociology of education is a branch of sociology, relying on soci-

ological theories and fundamental research. It is a relatively young 

discipline, a discipline in the making, which evolves by referring to 

and drawing on other scienti"c "elds, such as philosophy, psychol-

ogy, social pedagogy, political studies, etc. Considering just these 

assumptions, it must be emphasized that preparing a publication 

in the "eld of the sociology of education is a challenge, accessible 

only to masters of the discipline and the work reviewed in this text 

is undoubtedly such a  case. Aware of the uncharted territory of 

this "eld of study, the author—Professor Mirosław J. Szymański— 

assumed the task of casting some light on those research areas that 

have already been explored at this stage of development of the dis-

cipline. In the book, he presents selected issues in the sociology of 

education—those that are crucial and fundamental.

Szymański’s volume consists of ten chapters. &e "rst one, en-

titled “Social structure,” presents the problems of social structure 

in the historical context (making reference to social strati"cation 

based on caste, estate, and class, theories of social strati"cation, 

and empirical evidence of occurrence of social di*erentiation. 
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&is section of the chapter constitutes a perfect introduction to the 

subjects discussed in chapter two, “Social di*erentiation and educa-

tion.” Here the author presents the issues of educational inequali-

ties against the background of social conditions. For this purpose, he 

invokes the most important theories that explain the mechanisms 

generating such inequalities.

In the next chapter, the topic of socialization is discussed. &e 

author describes factors of human development, de"nitions of so-

cialization, development of theories of socialization, and stages of 

socialization. &e "nal considerations and conclusions of this chapter 

deserve special attention. It is emphasized that, apart from strati"ca-

tion factors, it is the course of socialization that a*ects social aware-

ness, selection and the internalization of certain values, the lifestyle, 

educational and cultural aspirations, and development of educational 

and life paths of the next generations.

Chapter four, “Educational ideologies,” provides extremely im-

portant knowledge on the dominant educational ideologies (neocon-

servatism, neoliberalism, radical ideology), prevailing in the devel-

oped countries, which have the greatest in/uence on the shape of 

educational policies, school reform projects, concepts and currents in 

education, and educational practice.

Chapter "ve contains a  chronological presentation of selected 

theories, proposed by researchers from di*erent countries, who at-

tempt to explain the causes of popularization of education. &e refer-

enced theories include those by W.T. Schultz, P.T. Drucker, S. Bow-

les and H.  Gintis, R.  Collins, F.O.  Ramirez and R.  Rubinson or 

P. Bourdieu. In the conclusion, Szymański remarks that it does not 

matter whether the dominating category which allows us to view the 

causes of education spread in a comprehensive and multi-aspectual 

way “is the modernisation of contemporary societies, or a di*erent 

category, which determines the character of transformations in the 

modern civilization,” and he states that “the appropriate interpreta-

tions of the process in question must be complex in nature” (p. 97). It 

mainly stems from the complexity of the modern world, which gen-

erates more and more complicated conditions for the development of 

education in particular countries.

&e sixth chapter, “Selective functions of education and their so-

cial determinants,” provides valuable information on the current state 
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of knowledge of social determinants of the school’s selective func-

tions (from a typology of selective factors to a model of conditioning 

of selective functions). &ese problems are further discussed in the 

following chapter (“Function of the educational system in the social 

reproduction processes”), which presents an analysis of the selective 

function in the general social dimension. In this section of the book 

it is worth noticing that the author focuses particularly on the conse-

quences that certain selective mechanisms in education have for the 

social reproduction processes. &e highlighted aspects are the role of 

the educational system and the model of school’s selective function. 

&e next chapter, “Social barriers in youth education in rural are-

as.” is, to a large extent, connected with the previous two. Szymański 

discusses the phenomenon of inequality of chances on the example 

of children and youth in rural areas. He notes that the educational 

opportunities of children and youth in those areas are still in/uenced 

by the same factors that typically hindered education and further life 

career in the 1970s and 1980s. &ese factors still exist, although in 

a modi"ed form. &is situation has not been prevented by the educa-

tional reform initiated in 1999, although its assumptions guaranteed 

positive changes in this aspect.

&e ninth chapter is a valuable source of information about the 

types and categories of actions taken by the state on the micro- and 

macroscale, aimed to decrease the inequalities in educational oppor-

tunities. In order to present the validity and e*ectiveness of such 

measures, the author quotes the research on the subject, conducted 

in the Netherlands.

&e volume is concluded by chapter ten, “Neoliberal tendencies 

in the Polish society and the question of social justice in education.” 

Here, the author critically analyses and comments on the liberal solu-

tions functioning in the Polish educational system.

Summing up, it is worth emphasizing that the author of the vol-

ume focuses on the analysis of two functions of the school system: 

socialization and strati"cation. &e volume is a  valuable source of 

knowledge on the sociology of education. &e information is pre-

sented in an organized and clear manner, with references being made 

to the most signi"cant, crucial scienti"c sources. As the author him-

self often states, many of the questions discussed remain open, yet 

he o*ers suggestions as to where to look for information to deepen, 



broaden, and organize one’s knowledge of the subject. His mastery 

is shown in his ability to present di5cult topics in an accessible way, 

and to inspire the reader to pursue further self-study. Owing to its 

great specialist value, the volume can be recommended to a wider 

audience: not only to students of pedagogy, sociology, or political sci-

ence, but also to theoreticians and researchers in many "elds, includ-

ing teachers, tutors, and pedagogues.
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