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Introduction

The volume of the journal Studia Paedagogica Ignatiana pre-
sented here is dedicated to pedeutological research, primarily from
a historical perspective. The question of the essence and conditions
of the teaching profession remains highly relevant. An analysis of
the history of pedeutological thought reveals the emergence of
numerous viewpoints on the teaching profession over the centu-
ries. This diversity is due to the specific assumptions and expec-
tations adopted by researchers regarding individuals entering the
teaching profession and the associated deontology and praxeology
of teachers.

Examples showing the multiplicity of views on the nature of
a teacher’s personality, the teaching profession, and the varied
paradigms of educational effectiveness, as well as methodologi-
cal approaches, can be found in numerous publications (e.g., Bies
2011, 2015, 2018; Duraj-Nowakowa 1986; Homplewicz 1996;
Korczynski 2001; Krolikowska 2018, 2019; Madaliriska-Micha-
lak 2021; Nowicki 1981; Pitala 1993; Smotalski 1990, 1994, 2006;
Szulakiewicz 2014, 2017, 2018; Topij-Stempinska 2016, 2018;
Wierzbicki 2011). Particularly useful in research on the history of
the teaching profession are the findings in the works of Antoni
Smotlalski, an expert in pedeutological issues. Smotalski carefully
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classifies publications on the subject of teaching into various research
trends: normative, empirical, technological, legal and administrative,
sociological, political and agitational, corporate, prognostic, compar-
ative, biographical, ethical and moral, and ecclesial (Smotalski 2006:
31-39).

In this volume, researchers from various academic centers com-
ment on the theory of the teacher and the teaching profession from
a historical perspective. The published texts include both the pedeu-
tological ideas present in the works of the analyzed authors and doc-
ument the pedeutological postulates found in ego-documents illus-
trating teaching practice. The studies address issues corresponding to
the research trends distinguished by Antoni Smofalski: normative,
technological, sociological, biographical, ethical and moral. How-
ever, the biographical trend dominates in these studies. The essays
published here highlight the methodological aspects of pedeutolog-
ical research, especially the importance of surveys used in the search
for the ideal teacher. This research model was popular mainly in the
interwar period.

The texts collected in this volume enrich the achievements of
Polish pedeutological historiography and demonstrate the timeless
relevance of many ideas related to the teaching profession.
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