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trwaniem samej instytucji, jej permanencja i ciagloscia w przekazy-
waniu wiedzy, doswiadczen, postaw i wzorcéw zachowan.

Teksty zamieszczone w najnowszym numerze kwartalnika ,Stu-
dia Paedagogica Ignatiana” dotyczg wlasnie zinstytucjonalizowanych
form troski o edukacje czlowieka, jakie na przetomie XIX i XX wieku
wystepowaly na ziemiach polskich. Autorzy, reprezentujacy ponad 10
krajowych osrodkéw akademickich, w swoich pracach zwrécili uwa-
ge m.in. na istotng w tamtym czasie role wychowawczego srodowiska
rodzinnego i jego funkcji edukacyjnych, a takze przedstawili kom-
pleksowe ujecia interesujacej, bogatej i skutecznej dziatalnosci o$wia-
towo-wychowawczej szeregu organizacji ogdlnopolskich i regional-
nych. Ponadto, prezentujac szczegélowe analizy funkcjonowania
wybranych placéwek szkolnych oraz podejmujac kwestie dostepnosci
i wykorzystania zrédet w badaniach nad instytucjami edukacyjnymi,
autorzy tekstow pomagaja wydoby¢ z zapomnienia i upowszechni¢
w literaturze naukowej wysitki i osiagnig¢cia poszczegdlnych zakta-
déw, a w dalszej perspektywie przekaza¢ pelniejszy i doktadniejszy
obraz edukacji czaséw niewoli i mlodej niepodlegtosci. Mamy na-
dzieje, ze lektura tych tekstéw bedzie dla kazdego czytelnika nie
tylko okazja do zapoznania si¢ z najnowszymi ustaleniami i do wej-
rzenia w warsztat badacza edukacyjnej przeszlosci, ale réwniez do
tworczego namystu inspirujacego wspélezesne dzialania edukacyjne.

Prezentowane teksty pomagaja réwniez dostrzec pewng istotna
wlasciwos¢ rzeczywistosci edukacyjnej przelomu wiekéw. Dyna-
miczny rozwéj ochronek, szkél, internatéw, a takze organizacji i sto-
warzyszen stawiajacych sobie za gléwny cel wychowanie wlasnych
czlonkéw, mozliwy byt tylko dzigki inicjatywie i zaangazowaniu jej
twércéw — oséb poczuwajacych si¢ do odpowiedzialnosci za losy na-
stepnych pokolen. Pokolert wezwanych do twérczej aktywnosei na
rzecz lokalnego srodowiska, narodu i przyszlego, niepodleglego pari-
stwa. Warto odnotowa¢, ze to wlasnie owa codzienna, mozolna praca
tych konkretnych oséb skladala si¢ na edukacyjny sukces kreowanych
przez nich instytucji. Tym samym, to wlasnie dzigki znajomosci dzie-
jow instytucji staje si¢ réwniez mozliwe poznanie loséw jednostek,
a nawet calych spolecznosci. A zarazem dzigki temu mozliwe jest
lepsze zrozumienie przesziosci, réwniez tej edukacyjne;.
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Introduction

Twenty years ago, Jacques Delors wrote a report entitled “Learn-
ing. The Treasure Within”, which indicates clearly that every man
has a fundamental right to education and that it is a universal and
timeless value. This claim can be argued to serve as a basic par-
adigm determining modern thinking about education as well as
involvement in its popularisation. With a sense of responsibility
for future generations, entities responsible for education, among
other things, strive to safeguard networks of schools, which are to
guarantee free and unrestricted, and even at least in principle, equal
access to education. Moreover, they make an effort to create new
and better curricula, to improve the quality of educational activities
aimed at children and adults, as well as offer support for social
initiatives related to these activities. These aspects of the contem-
porary, educational reality are, to a large extent, a far cry from the
issues we dealt with two centuries ago. Therefore one of significant
research subjects undertaken by pedagogues and historians is the
concept of the education of the society on the Polish territory in
the period of Partitions and when Poland was regaining its inde-
pendence. Teaching and educating — children, young people as well
as adults — was, at that time, mainly connected with the activities
of numerous institutions, associations, educational achievements
and establishments. Their creation and diverse activity were often
adequate attempts to meet the identified, specific needs of local
communities. These attempts were conditioned by their founders’
values, ideological deductions as well as programme assumptions
and goals set by theoreticians and practitioners of teaching and
education. The efficiency and effectiveness of these attempts were
reflected in the existence of a particular institution, its permanence
and continuity of conveying knowledge, experiences, attitudes as
well as models of behaviour.
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The articles included in the current issue of the Quarterly “Studia
Paedagogica Ignatiana” refer to the institutionalised manifestations
of concern for education, which were established on the Polish ter-
ritory at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The authors, who
represent 10 of the national academic institutions, have emphasised,
among other things, an essential role of the educational family envi-
ronment and its educational functions at that particular time. They
have also provided the readers with a complex presentation of inter-
esting, rich and effective educational activities of regional and coun-
trywide institutions. Moreover, while presenting detailed analyses of
the functioning the chosen educational institutions and while under-
taking the issue of accessibility and applications of research sources
in the study on educational institutions, the authors help to prevent
these from being forgotten and popularise the attempts and achieve-
ments of particular institutions in the scientific literature. In the long
run, they make a more complete and thorough presentation of the
phenomenon of education in the period of bondage and of the newly
regained independence. We do hope that our publication will not
only be an opportunity to get to know the most recent research re-
sults and will provide an insight into the work of the researcher of the
educational past, but it will also serve as an inspiration for creative
consideration of contemporary educational activities.

Moreover, the presented texts allow to observe an essential qual-
ity of the educational reality at the turn of the centuries. A dynamic
development of child-care centres, schools, boarding schools, as well
as organisations and associations aiming mainly to teach and educate
their students was feasible only owing to initiatives and commitment
of their founders — people who felt responsible for future generations.
These were the generations obliged to creative activity for the sake of
local communities, their nation and the future, independent state. It
is worth indicating that it was the arduous, everyday work of these
particular people that contributed to the educational success of in-
stitutions they founded. All in all, it is only by exploring the history
of these institutions that it is possible to get to know the individual
history of particular people and even whole communities. More sig-
nificantly by doing so, we are more likely to understand the past also
the educational past.
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