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und Rechnungsmaterial vollstindig und tbersichtlich aufzuarbeiten, damit es in
seiner Gesamtheit auswertbar ist. Dieser wird auch erfullt. Die Abweichungen zu
der alten Edition Carl Sattlers werden ebenso beschrieben wie auch die in der Neu-
edition angewendeten Editionsgrundsitze. Die angewandten Richtlinien werden in
jedem Band noch einmal gesondert erldutert um dem Nutzer die Verwendung der
Edition zu erleichtern, da jeder Band auch ,einzeln” genutzt werden kann. Die bei-
den vorliegenden Binde zeichnen sich durch eine umfassende Beschreibung des in
ihnen edierten Materials in Hinblick auf Benutzung und Anlage, Datierung, Schrei-
ber und duflere Beschreibung aus. Um auch die Markierungen im Text aufzugreifen
wurde zusitzlich ein Abbildungsverzeichnis angelegt. Jeden Band schliefit ein um-
fangreiches in die Bereiche Personen, Orte und Handelswaren-Giiter-Kosten unter-
teiltes Register ab, das den Zugang zu dem Material der Binde erheblich vereinfacht.

Frauke Schmitz (Hamburg)

Wiestaw Sieradzan, Misja Benedykta Makraia w latach 1412-1413. Z dziejow
pokojowych metod rozwigzywania konfliktéw migdzyparstwowych w Europie
Srodkowo-Wschodniej w péznym sredniowieczu [Solving problems in a peaceful

manner in Central and Eastern Europe in the Late Middle Ages], Muzeum Zam-
kowe w Malborku, Malbork 2009, 241 pp., ISBN 978-83-60518-26-7.

The author of the book, Wiestaw Sieradzan, has been specializing in the relations
of the Teutonic State with neighbouring Central European countries, and also with
Polish-Teutonic court cases. It is not surprising that his most recent book concerns
this subject. This time the author has decided to deal with the mission of Benedict
Makrai, who in 1412—-1413 examined the conflict between Poland, Lithuania and
the Duchy of Stupsk with the Teutonic Order as a ‘sub-arbitrator’ representing Sigis-
mund of Luxembourg who was elected conciliatory judge by both sides. The subject
should be considered important as there has been no monograph so far devoted to
that episode of the history of Central Europe in the first quarter of the 15" c.

The substantive part of Sieradzan’s monograph is divided into an introduction
(pp- 5-20); chapter 1 (pp. 21-31) where he presents the biography of Benedict
Makerai; chapter 2 (pp. 33-53) outlining the political situation in Central Europe
after the First Peace of Torun?; and chapter 3 (pp. 55-162), which presents the
mission of the ‘sub-arbitrator’ in examining the conflicts of the Teutonic Order
with Lithuania, Masovia, Poland, the Duchy of Stupsk, and the Polish bishops.
The whole work is recapitulated in a short conclusion (pp. 163-167). The book

finishes with the publication of the transcript record of talks between Teutonic
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envoys and Sigismund of Luxembourg in Udine in 1413 concerning Benedict’s
mission (pp. 169-178), three maps (pp. 179-181), photocopies of some sources
connected with the conduct of the ‘sub-arbitrator’ (pp. 182-185), a summary in
German (pp. 187-194), a bibliography of sources and literature (pp. 195-210),
a list of abbreviations, maps and illustrations (pp. 211-212), and name (pp. 213~
-226) and geographical indexes (pp. 227-241).

The monograph cannot be given unambiguous assent. The work may presenta
correct description of Benedict Makrai’s mission, but in some parts of his book the
author forgets that the event took place in a specific political (which actually de-
serves the least criticism), geographical and social context. It was not even necessa-
ry to research the sources to fill this gap. In most cases it would have been sufhcient
to make use of the available literature on the subject. Moreover, Sieradzan seems
not to have edited his book very carefully before submitting it for printing.

Sobiestaw Szybkowski (Gdarsk)

Marek Smolinski, Joanniciw polityce ksigzqt polskich i pomorskich od polowy XII do
pierwszego cwieréwiecza XIV wieku [ Knights of St. John in the policy of Polish and
Pomeranian dukes from themid-12" c. to the first quarter of the 14" ¢.], Wydawnict-
wo Uniwersytetu Gdanskiego, Gdansk 2008, 379 pp., ISBN 978-83-7326-519-6.

Research into the Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem has not aroused
much interest in Poland until quite recently. In the last two decades the situation
has changed considerably partly thanks to the author of the monograph discussed
here. Along with Hes, Lange, Starnawska, Stelmach, Wybranowski and Wiegand,
Marek Smoliniski is one of the leading researchers dealing with the history of the
military Hospitaller Order of St John in East-Central Europe. The habilitation the-
sis presented here constitutes a monograph devoted to the role of the members of
the Order in the ruling activities of the monarchs from the House of Piast and the
Pomeranian dukes in various duchies from the moment the Order appeared until
the first decades of the 14™ c., the period of the reconstruction of the Kingdom of
Poland. The study is divided into two parts: the first of which presents the complex
issues around the bringing of the Order to Polish duchies. It includes the creation of
the hospital in Zagoé¢ in the Duchy of Sandomierz (and the foundation of the one
in Stargard nad Ina), the issue of the arrival of the Order in Stawno in Pomerania
in the middle of the 12 c. (not proved), and the political context of the founda-
tions of houses for the Order by Polish dukes in Greater Poland, Western Pomerania,
Gdarisk Pomerania and the Silesian duchies starting from the 1180s. Smoliriski de-



