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Fundacje artystyczne na terenie panstwa krzyzackiego w Prusach. Katalog
wystawy w Muzeum Narodowym w Malborku 25 czerwca—12 wrzesnia 2010
roku [Artistic foundations in the Teutonic State in Prussia: exhibition cata-
logue in the National Museum in Malbork 25 June—12 September 2010],
ed. Barbara Pospieszna, t. I: Katalog wystawy [Exhibition Catalogue]; t. 11: Ese-
je [Essays], Muzeum Zamkowe w Malborku, Malbork 2010, 413 and 374 pp.,
ISBN 978-83-60518-31-1.

In connection with the celebration of the 600 anniversary of the Battle of Grun-
wald the staff of the National Museum in Malbork, in cooperation with several
outside researchers, prepared a very informative exhibition devoted to artistic
foundations in late medieval Prussia. The idea of presenting not so much the battle
and the connected military issues, as much as the works of art created by the defea-
ted Teutonic Order arouses much interest. The subject of the exhibition includes
not only the moment of battle, but also the cultural context behind it from a va-
riety of perspectives. Art reveals the cultural context thanks to its communicative
universality, irrespective of detailed debates of interpretation. In the first volume
there are about 350 historical images (including writing, visual arts, painting, ar-
chitectural elements, bell founding, and liturgical equipment and clothing), with
catalogue notes made by a total of 55 researchers. The work is divided into several
parts. The first presents the foundations of the Teutonic Order, the second — the
‘foundation’ of the clergy, the third — the establishment of towns, the fourth - set-
ting up villages. The fifth part comprises artefacts the character of which could not
be defined. The formal division used in the publication may raise concerns of a for-
mal nature (for example the understanding of the term ‘foundations of the clergy’
and its relation to the Teutonic Order in the situation where a part of the Prussian
clergy were members of the Teutonic Order; the same concern applies to villages),
and doubts in interpretation. Nevertheless, it does not downgrade the importance
and value of the publication. This one volume contains material presenting the
overwhelming majority of preserved artistic objects from late medieval Prussia (or
at least their images or reproductions). The second volume, containing 13 essays
from outstanding experts, concerns the building (Arszyniski, Kranz-Domastawska,
Herrman, Skibinski), painting (Domastawski), sculpture (Blazejewska, Wozinski,
Jurkowlaniec), decorative arts (Wozniak), general art (Kutzner), writing (Wenta)
and music (Gancarczyk), and constitutes a valuable complement to and commen-
tary on the source material presented.

Krzysztof Kwiatkowski (Totrus)



