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Abstract

Today, tourism is gaining increasing popularity worldwide and represents a sector with
positive growth dynamics. Excursion activities are an important component of tourism. Modern
excursion activities are rapidly evolving to meet the growing demands of tourists for new
experiences and interactive formats. Excursions today are no longer limited to traditional forms
of exploring cultural or historical landmarks; instead, they take on a creative and even
adventurous character. Key modern trends in excursion activities include quest excursions,

historical reenactment tours, thematic, and interactive tours, which allow participants to deeply
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immerse themselves in the ambiance of a place, feeling like a part of history or culture. Quest
excursions combine the traditional format with interactive tasks, enabling tourists not only to
observe but also actively participate in exploration. This makes excursions more emotionally
engaging and suitable for various age groups. Historical reenactment tours, where participants
can immerse themselves in past eras through the reconstruction of daily life, attire, and traditions,
are also gaining popularity.

The article presents current trends in excursion activities. These activities create a unique
atmosphere that allows for a deeper appreciation of the culture or genre. They may include
mythological or legendary journeys where tourists uncover ancient mysteries, or nighttime
excursions with a mystical ambiance. Interactive tours also push the boundaries of the traditional
format by including elements of virtual reality, QR codes for self-guided information access, and
workshops that let participants acquire new skills. Digital technologies are becoming a significant
part of the excursion process: Virtual reality and augmented reality (AR) means provide the
opportunity to virtually travel anywhere in the world without leaving one’s hometown. This
format becomes particularly relevant during pandemics or for people with limited mobility.
Interactive and thematic excursions meet modern tourists' expectations, transforming excursions
into exciting adventures and significantly expanding the potential of excursion activities.

Keywords: tourism; excursion activities; modern types of excursion activities.

Ha cporoaninHiii 1eHs Typu3m HaOyBae Bce OLIbIIO] MOMYJISIPHOCTI B CBITI Ta € raiys33io
3 TIO3UTHBHOIO JIMHAMIKOIO pO3BUTKY. EKCKypciiiHa JISJBHICT € BaXXJIMBOIO CKJIAJ0BOIO
TypusMmy. CydacHa eKCKypciiiHa JiSUIbHICTh IIBHAKO 3MIHIOETHCS, 33JOBOJBHSIOUM 3pOCTa0ul
noTpeOH TYpUCTIB Y HOBUX BPAXKEHHSAX Ta IHTEpaKTUBHUX (popmarax. ChOroJH1 eKCKypcii Bike He
OOMEXYIOTbCS TPAaIULIMHUMU (QOpMaMu O3HAHOMJIEHHA 3 KYJIbTYPHHUMHM UM ICTOPHUYHUMHU
nam'aTKaMy; HaBMaKH, BOHM HAOyBalOThb KPEaTMBHOTO 1 HaBITh NPHUTOJHUIIBKOTO XapakTepy.
OCHOBHMMH Cy4yaCHHUMH HampsIMaMU B €KCKYPCIHHIN NISTIBHOCTI € €KCKYpCIi-KBECTH, eKCKypCii 3
ICTOpUYHMM BIJITBOPEHHSIM, TEMAaTH4HI Ta IHTEPAaKTHBHI TYpH, SIKI JO3BOJISIOTH y4aCHUKaM
rmoIe 3aHypuTHCS B aTMocdepy MicIs, BiquyTH ce0e 4YacTHHOIO icTopii abo KyJIbTypH.
ExcKypcCii-KBECTH MO€JHYIOTh TpPAAULIHHUN QopMar 3 IHTEPAKTUBHUMH 3aBAAHHSAMH, IO
JIO3BOJISIE TYPUCTaM HE JIMIIE CIIOCTepiraTH, aje ¥ OpaTw akKTHUBHY y4acTh y mociimkenHi. Lle

poOUTH eKcKypcli OUIbII €MOIIHHO HAaCHYeHMMH Ta MIIXOAUTh JUISl PI3HUX BIKOBUX TIpYIL



[TomynsipHicTh HAOMPAIOTH TAKOXK €KCKYPCii 3 ICTOPUYHUM BiATBOPEHHSM, /1€ YIaCHUKU MOXKYTb
3aHYpUTHCS B MUHYJI €MOXHU 3aBISKH PEKOHCTPYKLIi MOOyTy, oAAry Ta Tpaaumuid. Y craTTi
MOJaHl Cy4acHl TPEHIU EeKCKYpCIHHOI misuibHOCTI. Ll AisIbHICTE Ma€e CTBOPIOIOTH OCOOJIMBY
atMocdepy, AKa JA03BOJISIE TIUOIIE BIAUYYTH KYJIbTYpYy 4 kaHp. Lle MoxyTh Oyt MidoiiorivHi,
JIETEH/IapHI MOJIOPOXKi, MiJl Yac SIKUX TYpUCTU 3aHYPIOIOTHCS B TA€MHHMI JaBHUHHU, ab0 HivHI
eKCKypcii 3 MICTHYHOIO aTMocdeporo. I[HTepakTHBHI TypH TaKoX pPO3IIUPIOIOTE MEXI
TPAIUIIIfHOTO (QOpMaTy, BKIIOYAKOUM EIIEMEHTH BipTyallbHOI peanbHOCTi, QR-komm st
CaMOCTIMHOTO 34YMTYBaHHs iH(pOpMAIlil, a TAaKOXK MaicTep-KIacH, IO JO03BOJISIOTH YYaCHHKAM
oraHyBaTu HOBI HaBWUYKW. L{n(ppoBi TEXHONIOTIi CTAIOTh BaroMoK CKIIAOBOIO EKCKYpPCIHHOTO
nporecy: TexHooridai 3aco0M BIpTYabHOI Ta JOJATKOBOI PEATBHOCTI HAJAIOTh MOXIIUBICTH
BIpTYyaJbHO MOJOPOXKYBATH 10 OyAb-IKOTO MICIS CBITY, HE MOKUIAIOYM PIIHOTO MicTa. Takuit
dopMaT cTae akTyaJlbHUM IIiJ Yac MaHAeMii abo i mojed 3 0OMeXEHUMH MOMXIJIMBOCTSIMU
nepecyBaHHs. [HTEpaKTHBHI Ta TEMAaTW4HI EKCKYpCil BiAMOBINAIOTH CyYaCHHM OYiKyBaHHSM
TYpPHUCTIB, TEPETBOPIOIOYN EKCKypCil Ha 3aXOIUTIOI0Yl MPUTOAM Ta 3HAYHO PO3IIHPIOIOYH
MOTEHII1aJ] eKCKYPCIHHOT TiSITBHOCTI.

KiirouoBi cjioBa: TypM3M; eKCKYpCiliHa MislJIbHICTH;, Cy4acHI BHAM €KCKYPCiliHOI

IiIJILHOCTI.

Modern types of excursion activities are rapidly evolving and becoming increasingly
popular among tourists of various ages and social groups. Excursions have ceased to be solely
informative events that focus only on historical or cultural landmarks; today, they encompass a
variety of themes, create new experiences, and even provide a sense of adventure. Such
excursions are developing towards greater interactivity, emotional engagement, creativity,
convenience, and adaptation to the interests of the modern tourist. In this essay, we will explore
the main trends in the development of contemporary excursion activities and the most relevant
types of them.

The theoretical foundations of excursion studies have been developed and analyzed in
the research of V. Babarytska, I. Chahaida, M. Malska, and V. Khudo.

Excursion activities have ancient roots. The first forms of organized excursions appeared
in ancient times when wealthy Romans and Greeks traveled to temples, baths, and other
landmarks. Later, in the Middle Ages, pilgrimage became an important form of travel as people



sought to visit holy places in Europe and the Middle East. With the beginning of the Renaissance,
interest in science and art stimulated travel to study architecture and history. In the 18th and 19th
centuries, the development of transportation, particularly the railway, made excursion activities
more accessible [1]. One of the first examples of organized tourism is considered to be the work
of Thomas Cook in Great Britain, who began organizing group trips in 1841. In the 20th century,
excursions became a popular form of educational and recreational activity, and in the post-war
period, tourism gained mass appeal due to rising prosperity and the development of aviation.
Today, excursion activities are an important part of the tourism industry, contributing to cultural
exchange and the promotion of world heritage [2].

One of the main trends in excursion activities today is themed tours. Modern tourists want
not just to familiarize themselves with new places but also to feel part of a particular story,
culture, or genre. Themed tours create a unique atmosphere that allows guests to immerse
themselves in a specific era or worldview. The following types of tours are included in this
category:

1. Quest Tours are an exciting way to spend time, combining elements of traditional
excursions with interactive games and tasks. This format has gained popularity due to the
opportunity to delve deeper into the history and culture of a city or region through active
participation. Instead of simply listening to a guide, participants in quest tours follow a specific
route where they must solve puzzles, complete tasks, and collaborate with their team. This makes
the tour not only informative but also emotionally engaging. A distinctive feature of quest tours is
their adaptability: routes can be created for different age groups and can include themes related to
local legends, historical events, or famous personalities. For example, quests for schoolchildren
often combine educational moments with gaming elements, helping them remember information
more effectively. This format also encourages the development of teamwork skills and logical
thinking [4].

Quest tours open up new opportunities for tourism development, especially in small
towns and historical sites, where an unconventional approach helps attract the attention of
tourists. They have the potential to transform an ordinary tour into an unforgettable adventure,
where participants become explorers seeking captivating stories and secrets of the area.

2. Historical reenactment tours are a format of tourism that allows participants not only to

observe historical sites but also to feel like part of them. Such tours typically include interactive



theatrical elements: costumes, battle reconstructions, and displays of everyday life and traditions
from specific eras. This approach not only entertains but also deepens the understanding of
history through emotional experiences. The popularity of these tours is on the rise, as they offer
opportunities for full immersion, sparking interest in exploring the past. Participants can
experience the atmosphere of the Middle Ages in castles or take part in Cossack festivities. This
is especially appealing to families with children and young people, as it makes history more
accessible and engaging. Historical reenactment tours are an effective means of developing
domestic tourism, enriching the regional cultural landscape, and promoting the preservation of
national heritage. They enhance a sense of pride in the history and cultural achievements of the
country, as such events help people connect with the past and the cultural heritage of their region
[6].

3. Mythological and legendary tours are a unique type of tourist travel that allows
participants to immerse themselves in the atmosphere of past mysteries, feel the spirit of their
ancestors, and rethink ancient perceptions of the world. Journeys to places associated with myths,
legends, or historical traditions hold great value for both tourists and the preservation of the
region's cultural heritage. For example, in Ukraine, there are many such routes: in the
Carpathians, one can learn about ancient pagan rituals, tales of Hutsul magicians, and spirits of
nature. In Khmelnytskyi Oblast, in particular, visitors can dive into the world of legends from
Podillia and Volhynia, hearing stories about castles, ancient settlements, and rituals preserved in
folklore. In these tours, guides reveal the mythological worldview of past generations, passing on
their traditions and values. This type of excursion combines captivating storytelling with
historical research, engaging tourists in an interactive appreciation of heritage. Myths and legends
not only enrich cultural experiences but also deepen the understanding of the mentality and
values of the people.

4. Interactive Tours. Interactive tours are becoming increasingly popular as they provide
active participation for visitors in the process of exploring a new place. Unlike traditional tours,
where tourists simply listen to a guide, interactive tours incorporate elements such as virtual
reality, audio guides, QR codes for self-reading information, as well as special tasks and quests.
This allows visitors not only to admire landmarks but also to immerse themselves in the culture
and history through personal experiences. Besides their entertainment value, interactive tours

hold significant educational importance, as they stimulate thinking, enhance information



retention, and promote better memorization of facts. They encourage tourists to actively engage
with culture and history, increasing their interest. Thus, interactive tours are an effective method
for promoting tourist routes, combining entertainment with education and making cultural
experiences more engaging and accessible to a wide range of travelers [3].

Another direction of modern excursion activities is the active engagement of participants
in the process. Interactive excursions allow tourists to become part of the event, participate in
workshops, and try out skills or technologies. Examples include:

1. Gastronomic tours — visiting local farms, vineyards, or restaurants with opportunities to
taste local dishes and drinks, and preparing traditional recipes. 2. Eco-tours — integrate the
educational process with nature conservation, where tourists can participate in environmental
actions, such as beach cleanups or tree planting. 3. Craft tours — include visits to workshops for
pottery, weaving, and jewelry-making, where participants can create something by hand.

Digital technologies are fundamentally changing the excursion industry. Thanks to virtual
and augmented reality (VR/AR), excursions are now accessible from anywhere in the world
without the need for physical presence. Virtual tours offer the opportunity to visit museums,
galleries, and historical sites virtually through VR headsets or simply online platforms. This is
especially relevant during pandemics or for those with mobility restrictions. Augmented reality
excursions utilize AR applications to add historical or cultural elements to existing sites, such as
reconstructing destroyed architectural landmarks or showcasing how they looked in the past [5].

The new format of excursions is focused on the search for adrenaline and new emotional
experiences. These tours are designed for those who want not just to learn something new but to
experience it with vivid emotions. They include: 1. Extreme tours — visiting hard-to-reach places,
mountain hikes, rafting trips, jeep tours, or climbing to the peaks. 2. Night excursions — for
example, night tours of old cemeteries, abandoned buildings, or historical areas to feel the
mystical atmosphere. 3. Excursions creating “living history” — where participants not only listen
to history but also become part of past events (such as reenactments of battles or living in ancient
houses without modern conveniences).

The popularity of excursions aimed at in-depth study of a specific topic or scientific
research is growing. Educational excursions involve visiting places related to science, research,

and innovation.



New forms of excursion activities include: 1. Archaeological tours — allowing tourists to
participate in archaeological digs under the supervision of specialists and study ancient artifacts.
2. Industrial tours — involve visiting operational factories and plants, where guests can learn how
specific products are made or how industrial processes occur. 3. Tasting tours — participants can
sample local products, wines, brandies, and cheeses, as well as receive information about their
production. 4. Culinary master classes — participants not only taste but also learn to prepare
dishes using traditional recipes. 5. Enogastronomic excursions — a combination of wine and
dishes, where guests learn about the art of pairing food and beverages. 6. Volunteer excursions —
tourists participate in volunteer projects, such as assisting in the restoration of historical
monuments, caring for animals, or managing nature reserves. 7. Cultural and Educational Tours
— tourists can visit regions with various social issues to learn about the living conditions of the
local population and participate in helping them. 8. Charity Tours — a portion of the funds from
such tours goes to charitable causes, allowing tourists to feel that they are contributing to good
deeds. 9. Urban Photo Tours — walks through the city where there is an opportunity to take
beautiful photographs of landmarks, architecture, and street life. 10. Nature Photo Tours — tours
to natural locations such as mountains, forests, and bodies of water, where tourists can capture
wildlife, landscapes, and other natural elements. 11. Ethnic Photo Tours — focused on the culture
and daily life of various ethnic groups, visiting villages and places where traditional life and
customs can be observed [6].

Excursion activity is an organized form of tourism activity aimed at conducting
excursions for the purpose of learning about and familiarizing oneself with the cultural, historical,
natural, social, or other specific characteristics of a locality. Excursion activity encompasses the
development, organization, and implementation of excursions, which can be targeted at local
residents or tourists. The primary goal of excursion activity is to satisfy the informational and
cognitive needs of participants by providing new knowledge, impressions, and experiences.

CONCLUSION

Modern types of excursion activities reflect the diversity of interests and needs of tourists,
who are increasingly seeking new experiences and emotions, striving to immerse themselves in
the culture and traditions of local communities. With the development of technology and the

emergence of new formats, excursions are becoming more interactive, creative, and accessible.



Modern excursion tours allow tourists to become active participants, discover the world in a new

way, and share this experience with others.
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