o Historia i Polityka
ﬂ No. 14 (21)/2015, pp. 43-49
ISSN 1899-5160

www.hip.umk.pl
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/HiP.2015.019

Oleh SANZHAREVSKIY

Rivne State Humanitarian University, Ukraine

Military Policy of the Republic of Belarus:
Belarusian Historiography
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The emergence and development of the Republic of Belarus as a new historical
and geopolitical subject of international relations was accompanied by finding
adequate forms of its self-identification in all spheres of society. The evolution and
development of the Republic of Belarus were influenced by a number of factors:
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the creation of the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (CIS), the collapse of the post-war world order, and attempts to
arrange a new system of both European and global security.

Addressing these modern issues requires from the Belarusian leadership new
ideological imperatives and evaluations, according to the traditions of the Belaru-
sian people and the country’s culture in the world civilization process. For a long
period, mainly foreign scientists, primarily from Russia, studied the theoretical
aspect of foreign policy and, especially, the military policy of the Republic of
Belarus. This is probably an objective process, because the formation of an inde-
pendent Belarusian scientific school, with its traditions and priorities, is a complex
and a long-term process.

The center for the formation of the Belarusian school of international studies
and the military policy of the Republic of Belarus became the Department of
International Relations of the Belarusian State University, established in 1992.
A small team of scientists almost had to found a new, Belarusian school of inter-
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national political, economic, and military research. The main theoretical problem
for Belarusian specialists, in our view, was the prioritization of the foreign policy,
in general, to develop a frame of reference on the place of Belarus in the world and,
consequently, the role of the military component in state building.

Scientific research of Belarusian historians, political scientists, politicians, mil-
itary analysts, and other experts, in one way or another relating to issues of mili-
tary policy, can be divided into several groups. Research of the first group covers
general issues of international relations, foreign policy, and security. Among the
group of authors, we would like to highlight: A. Rozanov (A. Posanos), V. Senko
(B. Cenpko), A. Chelyadinskyi (A. Yeasiaincoknit), V. Ulanovich (B. Yaanosuu),
etc. It is also worth to note a collective work National and State Interests of the
Republic of Belarus'. In the study, the authors conclude that the optimal way for
Belarus should be a multidirectional foreign policy and that geopolitical inter-
ests of the Republic of Belarus require constant balance between European and
Eurasian political, economic, and military space. Researcher V. Ulahovich, Head
of the Center for International Studies of the Belarusian State University, in his
book Formation Bases of the External Policy of the Republic of Belarus (1991-2005)
explores the theoretical bases of the foreign policy of the Republic of Belarus and
foreign policy in general. The book provides an overview of the formation of di-
plomacy of the Republic of Belarus, development of foreign policies; particularly,
the researcher focuses on the policy of neutrality of Belarus. In particular, the
author notes: “we agree that the idea of neutrality is not unshakeable, we should,
however, recognize the phenomenon of the idea of stability in the political life of
the country. This idea, enshrined in a number of official documents of the first
half of the 90s ...., and confirmed in the following documents nationwide™. The
author, however, notes that a number of politicians and experts point to this idea
as utopian, because in today’s world, it narrows maneuvering room in proceedings
requiring a more flexible, free diplomatic line.

The second group of studies presented are works by Belarusian scientists deal-
ing with the Euro-Adantic direction of Belarus policy. We would like to highlight
the works of: A. Rozanov (A. Posanos), A. Rusakovich (A. Pycaxosiu), A. Tikho-
mirov (A. Tixomipos), L. Huhlyndina (A. Xyxannaina), V. Shadurskyy (B. Illa-
Aypebkuit), I. Pimoshenko (I. Ilimomenko), etc. Analysis of the main publications
of these leading Belarusian experts on the subject allows us to distinguish the re-
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search works of A. Rozanov. His works cover a wide range of foreign policy of the
Republic of Belarus — from the basics of the formation of Belarusian foreign policy
to cooperation with Russia, NATO and some European countries, the military
aspects of the policy, namely, a wide range of foreign military problems of Belarus.

Doctor of History, Professor A.Rozanov deeply analyzes the arguments and
political processes in the world and in Belarus and pays great attention to develop-
ing the concept of foreign policy of the Republic of Belarus, studying features of
political and military cooperation with Russia and NATO. The author takes quite
a moderate position in comparison to many other Belarusian and Russian authors.
At the same time, he consistently defends his views on the falsity of NATO expan-
sion to the East.

Other Belarusian researchers also work effectively in the field of internation-
al relations. In particular, the article by A. Rusakovich, Basic Problems of Rela-
tions between the Republic of Belarus and North Atlantic Treaty Organization in
the 1990s (Ocnosuwie npobremor 63aumoomuomenuti mexcdy Pecnybauxoii berapycy
u Opeanusayueti Cesepoamaanmuueckozo Arvanca 6 1990-¢)* — as well as the re-
search of V. Shadurskyy, Relations between the Republic of Belarus and the Eu-
ropean Union: Internal and External Context (Omnomenus Pecnybauxu berapycy
u Esponeiicxozo Corwsa: swympennuti u snemnuti kowmexcm). Despite the article’s
name, the author notes not only the desire of most Belarusians to live in the Eu-
ropean Union, but also examines the reasons for the low support for NATO in
Belarus, and concludes that it is a consequence of past propaganda against NATO
— the aggressor in the former Soviet Union®.

B. Snapkovskyy and A. Sharapa focus on the Belarusian-Russian integration
in the political and economic spheres’. V. Shadurskyy studies mainly Belarus’s
relations with Western Europe®. The researcher believes that the low support for

3 A.Pycaxosuy, Ocnosnuie npobaesss s3aumoomuouseruti mexncdy Pecnybauxoi Beaapyco u Opea-
nusayueti Cesepoamaanmuuecko2o Arvanca 8 1990-¢, beaapyccknii skypHaa MEXAYHAPOAHOTO Ipa-
Ba U MeXAyHapoaHbIx oTHoweHuit 2003, no. 2, http://www.evolutio.info/index.php?option=com_
content&task=view&id=6268&Itemid=54 (accessed 12.03.2014).
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NATO in Belarus is because of the idea that Belarusians associated the alliance
with aggression rather than with a structure that supports peace. However, for
some reason, most of these leading academic Belarusian authors do not pay at-
tention to or even outline the military aspect of Belarus’s activity as an important
area of foreign policy of the Republic of Belarus. The military policy and building
its own army, in the context of an alliance with Russia, is an integral part of the
Belarusian-Russian integration.

The third group of studies of Belarusian scientists are analyses and military
focus on problems of military construction in the broadest sense. We would like
to acknowledge the works of such authors as: L. Maltsev (A. Maasues), Y. Port-
now (IO. ITopruos), I. Gornac (I. Topuax), S. Shmatyuk (C. IImarox), T. Pop-
ovsky (T. ITonoscbka), S. Aharonova (C. Araponosa), S. Knyazev (C. Kusses),
M. Kitayev (M. Kiraes), V. Nedilko (B. Heaiasko), V. Yakovlev (B. SIxosacs),
A. Alesina (O. Aaecun), D. Melyantsov (A. Meabsnnos), Y. Nikolaev (4. Hukoaacs),
A. Yekadumov (A. Exaaymos), 1. Yekadumova (M. Exapymosa), A. Tsihamirov
(A. LTuxamiposa), and others. Among these scientists the work of Minister of
Defense of Belarus General Leonid Maltsev 7he Armed Forces of the Republic of Be-
larus: Past and Present (Boopywennvie cunve Pecnybauxu berapycs: ucmopus u cospe-
mennocms)’, which was published in 2003, should be noted. The author examined
the complex problems of military forces building in Belarus and discussed reduc-
tion and reform of the armed forces. Sadly, in our view, too much of the text
regards the history before 1991 even addressing the reasons for the defeat in 1941.
At the same time, it is during L. Maltsev’s term as Minister of Defence when deep
reforms in the Belarusian army were conducted, and he is one of the key experts on
the subject. However, traditionally for Belarusian officials, he is trying not to show
the general public his achievements, almost as it was the norm in the USSR. Rector
of the Academy of Public Administration S. Knyazev in his work examines issues of
national security. In National Security of the Republic of Belarus®, National Safety of
the Republic of Belarus: Lectures’ the attention is focused mainly on contemporary
geopolitical issues and the very concept of national security of Belarus, but there
is some information about the condition of the army and the defense as a founda-
tion of the concept. The military and political aspects of Russia-Belarus integration
are studied by the employee of the analytical center “Strategy” S. Aharonova in

7 A. Maasues, Boopywcennvie curve Pecnybauxu Berapyco: ucmopus u cospemennocms, MH.:
Acobupr Aax 2003, p. 244.

8 C. Kusses, Ocnosor konyenyuu nayuonaivnoti besonacnocmu Pecnybauxu Beaapycs, Mn.:
Axap. Yup. npu Ilpesuaente Pecni. Beaapycs 2004, p. 103.

? Idem, Hayuonarvnas besonacnocme Pecnybauxu Beaapyco: kypc aexyii, 2005, p. 177.
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her article Military and Political Dimension of Russian-Belarusian Integration'. The
author summarizes the importance and necessity of military cooperation between
the two countries and analyzes concrete measures of this direction. The researcher
believes that the Russian-Belarusian group of troops is a key element of armed
protection in the European direction. Moreover, it may be even necessary to pro-
vide these forces with a greater autonomy in crisis situations outside the Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO).

Published in 2002, the collection of articles Belarusian-Russian Integration: Ana-
lytical Articles (Beaapycxa-pacisickas inmazpaypis: Anarimoranois apmoixyass) has
practical value for our research paper''. The group of authors, among which we
would like to highlight A. Yekadumov, I. Yekadumova, J. Mikalayev, and A. Tsihami-
rova deeply and comprehensively analyze the issues of Belarusian-Russian military
cooperation. They are a bit away from the Belarusian tradition of “positivism” in the
assessment process and often critical of the results and the progress of military coop-
eration between Belarus and Russia. The authors point to the unequal state capacity
of military cooperation between the countries and worried about the possibility of
losing sovereignty by the Republic of Belarus. Separately, we should note the work
of a junior researcher of the National Academy of Sciences T. Popovska 7he Union
of Belarus and Russia: the Military-Defense Aspect of Integration'*. The author explores
both the background and the whole range of contemporary issues of cooperation in
the field of defense, defense industry, and the legal framework. It is concluded that
for nearly two decades the military and defense implications in the integration proc-
ess of Belarus and Russia are the key components, which guarantees the sovereignty
and security of both countries.

Belarusian military expert Alexander Alyesin productively engaged in the is-
sues of military construction, arms trade, military cooperation, and so on. Many
of his publications in the Belarusian and Russian press help to more clearly un-
derstand the processes in the Belarusian army and the military-industrial complex
(MIC)"®. In particular, the expert reasonably believes that the Belarusian army is

10 C. Arapouosa, Bocnno-noinmuieckoe usmepenne poccuticko-6e10pyccxoti unmezpaymnn: Ho64.s
dunamuxa, Becrnuk anaantuxu, Mocksa 2004, no. 1, pp. 171-188.

Y Besapycka-pacivickas inmazpaysis: Anarimoratios apmowxyv, M.: Dnnpikaaneapike 2002, p. 422.

12 T. ITonosckast, Cows Berapycu w Poccun: 80enn0-000ponumesvnolil acnexm uunmezpayui,
Minck 2008, p. 411.

3 A. Aaecun, Konsepcus uepes mopzosaw opyncuem, beaopycckuii perrok 1996, no. 4; A. Aae-
cus, Ayngon” cadumecs na xoseca, besopycexuit peraox 2000, no. 30; Idem, Beropycor mozym sce,
Beaopycexnit pernox 2000, no. 43; Idem, Ecau yxseamumocs 3a “byx”, Beaopycst u psaok 2007,
no. 47, p. 7; Idem, beaopycckas apuns sacayncusaem ysaxcenus, htep://kraina.by/pages/topicaldaily/
topicaldaily_3260.heml (accessed 13.08.2014).
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a major force in our region, with good discipline, good training and good physical
conditions. Military service specialists have an opportunity not to recruit but to
select applicants for military service. Only one out of eight youths in the military
age is drafted into military forces. We believe that by the sum of published materi-
als and professional training, Mr. Alyesin today is a major public expert on army
building.

Also political columnist Pavlyuk Bykovskyy should be noted for his article
Military-technical Relations between Belarus and Russia". He analyzed this aspect
of the relations between the two countries quite deeply, using a number of sourc-
es. The author notes that the cooling of the integration process after the end of
the Boris Yeltsin’s leadership and conflicts caused by the rising prices for Russian
energy resources for Belarus make doubtful the question whether the military-
technical cooperation between the two countries will develop further. However,
since 2005, Belarus reduced the number of troops that are sent to military schools
in Russia, and since 2007 the Belarusian military-industrial complex is realizing
a goal: organizing a full cycle of creation and modernization of military education
— without the participation of Russian colleagues. Researcher V. Prashnyk in the
article On the Guard of Independence and Sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus”
describes in details the first years of the Belarusian army in the 1990s. Special
attention is paid to the development of the Belarusian State Army by the expert
of the Institute for Political Studies “Political Sphere” A. Volodkin. In particular,
he is a regular contributor of articles to the Belarusian Yearbook (Beaapycckui
Eezodnux) publications, which gives a wide range of analytical materials about
the life of Belarusian society in various fields. Additionally, A. Volodkin published
a review The Armed Forces of Belarus: Internal Development and International Co-
operation (Boopywcennsie cunvr Beaapycu: enympennce passumue u mescdynapodnoe

' as a detailed analysis of problems in that area. The author, in

83aumodericmsune
addition to presenting the military relations in the Union State, describes in detail
the cooperation in military technical field with other countries, in particular with
China, UAE, etc.

In general, this article is not a complete, but rather a representative overview
of the Belarusian historiography on the subject. In our view, studies of military

4 T1. Boikosckuil, Boenno-mexnuseckue csssu Berapycu ¢ Poccueil, http://review.w-europe.
org/16/1.heml#Ptop (accessed 13.08.2014).

5 B. [Nramuux, Ha cmpace cysepenumema u nesasucumocmu Pecnybauxu Berapycs, http://
www.homoliber.org/ru/xx/xx010117.html (accessed 13.08.2014).

16 A. Bonroabkuxk, Boopywcéunvie cuvt Beaapycu: enympennee paseumue u mencdynapooroe 63au-
modeticmene, htep://belinstitute.cu/images/doc-pdf/ej_2011_rus.pdf (accessed 13.02.2014).
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policy of the Republic of Belarus, made during the last two decades, clearly are
incomplete. The Republic of Belarus is a country, which like other states of the
former Soviet Union, initially actively reduced the armed forces and military in-
dustry, but later deliberately and effectively (in current terms) regained serious
economic and combat potential. It confirms the need for a deep and comprehen-
sive analysis of the topic in the future.



