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•  A bst ra k t  • 

Indie przeżywają obecnie olbrzymi rozwój przy 
jednoczesnej intensyfikacji ambicji politycz-
nych. Państwo to stara się doprowadzić do wzro-
stu własnej potęgi, stosując w tym celu m.in. in-
strumenty soft power. Indie uczą się tej sztuki 
na nowo, wykorzystując zasoby kultury, różno-
rodność religii oraz odwołując się do przeszłości. 

Reorientacji uległa również polityka za-
graniczna Indii, która musiała nastawić się na 
wsparcie gospodarki przez szukanie i utrzymanie 
dobrych relacji z zagranicą. Większego znaczenia 
nabrały wszelkie instrument związane z soft po-
wer: szczególnie dotyczy to kultury i wartości, 
które w połączeniu z pokojową polityką idealnie 
odzwierciedlały możliwości użycia soft power.

S łowa k luc z owe: źródła soft power; dyplo-
macja publiczna

•  A bst rac t  • 

India is a country experiencing tremendous eco-
nomic growth while its political ambitions are 
aiming higher and higher as well. The country 
is trying to increase its global power using re-
sources and instruments of soft power. India is 
learning this art anew, using its rich culture and 
reaching back to its past traditions. References 
made to religious diversity and democracy are 
another powerful tool in the state arsenal.

There has been a reorientation in foreign 
policy as well, which refocused on supporting 
the state’s economic development by seeking 
and maintaining good relations with foreign 
countries. Soft power instruments have grown 
in importance, especially as concerns culture 
and values, which combined with peaceful poli-
cies made for a truly great opportunity of using 
soft power.

Ke y word s: soft power sources; public diplo-
macy
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Donald Trump is undoubtedly a contro-
versial figure, arousing extreme emo-

tions. Therefore, it is not surprising that he 
became the object of interest of the well-
known Russian thinker Aleksandr Dugin. 
According to the peer-reviewed publication 
author, his thought is constantly evolving 
and surprises with ideological and politi-
cal turns. As one such turn, the author sees 
a change in Dugin’s attitude toward Ameri-
cans since 2016, after Donald Trump was 
elected the President of the United States. 
The publication consists of an introduc-
tion, three substantive chapters, and a final 
chapter.

In the first chapter, the author lists the 
main program points during the political 
campaign preceding the 2016 elections. 
Moreover, he also focuses on Trump’s vi-
sions of America and sorts them out. Ac-
cording to him, the following ideas were 
characteristic of the former president: con-
servative, nationalist, isolationist, protec-
tionist, anti-globalist, populist, and anti-
systemic vision (pp. 23–25).

The next chapter analyzes Dugin’s 
views on Trump and his vision mentioned 
in the book’s previous part. The author 
shows the following stages of Dugin’s atti-
tude, from showing interest in the Ameri-
can presidential candidate, through the ap-
proval of his visions, to the open support for 
the US President.

In the final chapter, Dugin’s vision of 
America and the role of Donald Trump 
were presented. The author points out how 
Aleksandr Dugin’s attitude has evolved 
from an anti-American perspective and an 
undisguised dislike of everything American 
to “open condemnation of world govern-
ments” (pp. 123–124).

The analysis of Donald Trump’s visions 
and his attitude toward state issues leaves 
a certain dissatisfaction. There was no ex-
tensive, more in-depth and thorough anal-
ysis of Trump’s ideas about America and 
his policies. Certainly, it is difficult to de-
scribe on few pages the views of a man so 
charismatic and often full of contradic-
tions in his judgments. Also, there was no 
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methodological chapter in which the au-
thor would explain the selection of sourc-
es and how to systematize them. In addi-
tion, the publication unnecessarily provides 
forecasts and judgments – based purely on 
intuition – regarding the question of how 
Dugin would address particular issues, e.g., 
“I guess the Kremlin adviser would warm-
ly welcome some points of the programme. 
This is how the Russian would agree to…” 
(p. 169). Even if one has a good analytical 
knowledge of a person’s views, it is diffi-
cult to judge how they would address spe-
cific political movements and decisions. Es-
pecially since, as the author himself noted, 
over the years, Dugin’s thought and his at-
titude toward America has changed drasti-
cally. Besides, there are terms and colloqui-

alisms that should be avoided in scientific 
publications.

Noteworthy, however, is the fact that 
the author used foreign-language sources, 
specifically those of English and Russian 
provenance. He clearly distinguished the 
most important features of both Trump’s 
and Dugin’s political thinking. For this 
reason, the publication may be a good 
study for those who want to know, first-
ly, the basic assumptions of the former US 
president’s policy, and secondly, the per-
ception of his person and vision by the 
leading Russian philosopher, geopolitics 
expert and adviser to the Russian Federa-
tion. It is also an excellent reading proposal 
for students of international relations and 
political science.
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