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Erzsébet Dani is an associate university professor at the University of Debrecen,
Hungary, who teaches several courses in Library and Information Science, Culture, and
Literature. She graduated from Eszterhazy Karoly College, at E6tvés Lérand University,
and was awarded her PhD degree in E6tvos Lorand University Doctoral Program for Lit-
erature and Cultural Studies (2008). She got her habilitation degree (sociology, 2016) at
the University of Debrecen. She is the Head of the Department of Library and Information
Science and the Director of the Bacs-Kiskun County Library. Her general research interests
are reading research/digital reading narratives, dissemination of scientific results, cultural
identity, and institutional history in the Carpathian Basin. She has two scientific mono-
graphs and several published studies.

Déra Szabd is a teaching assistant at the Department of Library and Information
Science, University of Debrecen (Hungary). She graduated in 2020 as a German language
and culture teacher and Library and Information Science teacher. She is currently a re-
searcher in the following projects; CHERD-Hungary, MTA-DE Parent-Teacher Cooperation

Folia
foru

niensia



Folia
foru

niensia

Research Group, HERA Hungarian Association of Researchers in Education, and Associ-
ate Editor of the Central European Journal of Educational Research and “Pedagéguskép-
zés” journal. Member of the BOBCATSSS Association Board (European Association for
Library and Information Science Education and Research). She is also active in Erasmus+
and summer university programs. Her research interests are twofold; on the one hand,
she focuses on future teachers and their digital attitudes, digital literacies and media and
information literacy, and educational influencers, and on the other hand, she focuses on
libraries, literacy education, and book influencers.

eywords:artificial intelligence, library and information science, information literacy, knowl-
edge management, open science, ethical issues, digital inclusion, academic networking

bstract: The BOBCATSSS 2025 international conference, held in Istanbul, Turkey (Jan-
uary 21-23, 2025), examined the intersection of artificial intelligence (Al) and library and
information science (LIS). Organized by LIS students from Istanbul University, Ankara Uni-
versity, and Gustave Eiffel University, the event drew 200-300 participants from Europe,
Asia, and beyond. Keynotes, panels, workshops and case studies discussed Al applica-
tions in libraries, ethical and legal challenges, information literacy, knowledge management
and open science. Special emphasis was placed on inclusive services, digital exclusion,
and algorithmic transparency. Hungarian contributions highlighted national innovations in
Al-driven library services. With peer-reviewed presentations and diverse research meth-
ods, BOBCATSSS 2025 enhanced academic discussion while promoting networking
among students, professionals, and researchers. The conference emphasized the profes-
sion’s need to address the ethical, technological and social implications of Al integration.

The BOBCATSSS 2025 international conference was held in Istanbul, Tur-
key, between January 21 and 23, 2025. The central theme of the event was the
intersection between artificial intelligence (Al) and library and information science
(LIS). Continuing its tradition, BOBCATSSS was organized by LIS students from
various European universities, with this year’s host institutions being Istanbul Uni-
versity, Ankara University, and Gustave Eiffel University from France. The goal
of the conference was to provide a multidisciplinary platform for examining the
challenges, implications, and future opportunities of Al applications in library and
information environments.

The main theme — Atrtificial Intelligence in Library and Information Science:
Exploring the Intersection — reflected the pressing issues and innovative poten-
tials facing the profession. The programme was structured around thematic ses-
sions, covering subtopics such as: the application of Al in libraries and information
centres; ethical and legal aspects of Al (especially data protection and algorithmic
transparency); the impact of emerging technologies and future trends on the in-
formation ecosystem; Al’s role in digital and information literacy; as well as Al’s
integration in knowledge management and open science.



Over the three-day conference, participants attended keynote lectures,
thematic panels, case study presentations, poster sessions and workshops. The
opening day featured keynote speeches by Gobinda Chowdhury (University of
Strathclyde, United Kingdom) and Plamen Miltenoff (University of Varna, Bulgar-
ia), both of whom emphasised that integrating Al into library services involves not
only technical considerations but also deep ethical and social issues. The first
day continued with parallel sessions on Al-powered library chatbots, automated
classification tools and intelligent search interfaces.

On the second day, the diversity of topics expanded further. Special atten-
tion was given to inclusive information services, digital exclusion and issues of
data privacy and transparency. In the afternoon, participants had the opportunity
to visit the Central Library of Istanbul University, where local digitization and col-
lection management practices were presented. The third day focused on future
technological trends and the role of Al in knowledge management. Sessions ex-
plored the intersection of Al and information literacy, as well as the implementation
of Al-driven open science platforms, such as ORKG, Transkribus and Al4Libraries.

Although the exact number of attendees was not published, the confer-
ence traditionally attracts between 200 and 300 participants, primarily students,
academic staff and library professionals. A broad range of institutions were rep-
resented. From Europe, delegates came from the University of Coimbra and Uni-
versity of Porto (Portugal), University of Zagreb (Croatia), University of Bucharest
(Romania), E6tvos Lorand University and the University of Debrecen (Hungary),
among others. Non-European participants included representatives from Sultan
Qaboos University (Oman) and the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

What makes BOBCATSSS unique is its student-centric character: the event
is designed specifically for students in the field of library and information science,
including those at the undergraduate, master’s and doctoral levels. In addition, it
offers a valuable platform for early-career and practicing professionals to present
ongoing research, share best practices, and enhance their academic and profes-
sional profiles. The conference fosters intellectual growth, skill development and
networking opportunities, enabling participants to develop new collaborations and
explore innovative approaches to research and library service delivery. By bring-
ing together emerging scholars and experienced experts, BOBCATSSS promotes
a dynamic environment for academic exchange and professional engagement.

Hungarian participation was particularly noteworthy. Several papers pre-
sented current Hungarian practices in library innovation and Al integration. Re-
searchers from E6tvos Lorand University presented a talk entitled Al: Poisoning
the Facts, focusing on the role of Al in combating misinformation, while the Katona
Jézsef Library in Kecskemét discussed local innovation strategies.

From a scholarly perspective, the conference maintained a high standard.
Submitted abstracts underwent a peer-review process, and selected papers will
be published in the official conference proceedings by Hiperlink Publishing. The di-
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versity of research approaches — including quantitative analyses, qualitative case
studies, and technological project demonstrations — ensured that BOBCATSSS
2025 not only inspired professional dialogue but also significantly contributed to
academic discourse in the field. Complementary events, such as the gala dinner
on January 22, provided space for informal networking.

In conclusion, BOBCATSSS 2025 effectively deepened the conversation
between artificial intelligence and information science. The professional organiza-
tion, international scope and topical relevance of the conference affirmed its dual
importance as both an academic and practice-oriented event. The conference
clearly demonstrated the need for information professionals to prepare for the
challenges and opportunities of Al integration, with due attention to its ethical,
technological, and social consequences.
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Erzsébet Dani jest profesorem nadzwyczajnym na Uniwersytecie w Debreczynie
na Wegrzech, gdzie prowadzi zajecia z bibliotekoznawstwa i informacji naukowej, kultu-
ry i literatury. Ukonczyta Kolegium im. Eszterhazego Karoly’ego na Uniwersytecie E6tvos
Lérand, a w 2008 roku uzyskata stopien doktora w Studium Doktoranckim Literaturoznaw-
stwa i Kulturoznawstwa Uniwersytetu im. Loranda Edtvosa. Stopien doktora habilitowa-
nego (socjologia, 2016) uzyskata na Uniwersytecie w Debreczynie. Jest kierownikiem
Dziatu Bibliotekoznawstwa i Informacji Naukowej oraz dyrektorem Biblioteki Powiatowe;j
Bacs-Kiskun. Jej ogodlne zainteresowania badawcze obejmujg badania czytelnicze/cyfrowe
narracje czytelnicze, upowszechnianie wynikow badan naukowych, tozsamos¢ kulturowg
i historie instytucjonalng w Basenie Karpackim. Ma na swoim koncie dwie monografie na-
ukowe i kilka opublikowanych opracowan.

Déra Szabo jest asystentkg na Wydziale Bibliotekoznawstwa i Informacji Naukowej
Uniwersytetu w Debreczynie (Wegry). Studia ukonczyta w 2020 roku jako nauczycielka
jezyka i kultury niemieckiej oraz nauczycielka bibliotekoznawstwa i informacji naukowej.
Obecnie jest pracownikiem naukowym w nastepujgcych projektach: CHERD-Hungary,
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Grupa Badawcza ds. Wspotpracy Rodzicéw i Nauczycieli MTA-DE, Wegierskie Stowarzy-
szenie Badaczy Edukacji HERA oraz udziela sie jako zastepca redaktora naczelnego Cen-
tral European Journal of Educational Research i czasopisma “Pedagogusképzés”. Cztonek
Rady Stowarzyszenia BOBCATSSS (Europejskie Stowarzyszenie dla Bibliotekoznawstwa
i Informacji Naukowej, Edukacji i Badan). Aktywnie uczestniczy réwniez w programach
Erasmus+ i uniwersytetach letnich. Jej zainteresowania badawcze sg dwojakie; Z jednej
strony skupia sie na przysztych nauczycielach i ich postawach cyfrowych, umiejetnosciach
cyfrowych i umiejetnosci korzystania z mediéw i informacji oraz influencerach edukacyj-
nych, a z drugiej na bibliotekach, edukac;ji i influencerach ksigzkowych.

towa kluczowe: sztuczna inteligencja, bibliotekoznawstwo i informacja naukowa, kom-
petencje informacyjne, zarzgdzanie wiedzg, otwarta nauka, kwestie etyczne, wigczenie
cyfrowe, sieci akademickie

treszczenie: Miedzynarodowa konferencja BOBCATSSS 2025, ktéra odbyta sie w Stam-
bule w Turcji (21-23 stycznia 2025 r.), dotyczyta skrzyzowania sztucznej inteligencji (Al)
oraz bibliotekoznawstwa i informacji naukowej (LIS). Wydarzenie, zorganizowane przez
studentow LIS z Uniwersytetu w Stambule, Uniwersytetu w Ankarze i Uniwersytetu
Gustave’a Eiffla, przyciaggneto 200-300 uczestnikéw z Europy, Azji i nie tylko. Wyktady,
panele, warsztaty i studia przypadkéw omawiaty zastosowania sztucznej inteligencji w bi-
bliotekach, wyzwania etyczne i prawne, umiejetnos¢ korzystania z informaciji, zarzadzanie
wiedzg i otwartg nauke. Szczegdlny nacisk potozono na ustugi wigczajace, wykluczenie
cyfrowe i przejrzystos¢ algorytmiczng. Wegierski wktad zwracat uwage na krajowe inno-
wacje w zakresie ustug bibliotecznych opartych na sztucznej inteligencji. Dzigki recen-
zowanym prezentacjom i réznorodnym metodom badawczym projekt BOBCATSSS 2025
wzbogacit dyskusje akademicka, jednoczesnie promujgc tworzenie sieci kontaktow miedzy
studentami, profesjonalistami i badaczami. Konferencja podkreslita potrzebe zajecia sie

etycznymi, technologicznymi i spotecznymi implikacjami integracji sztucznej inteligencji.
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Erzsébet Dani ist aullerordentliche Professorin an der Universitdt Debrecen in
Ungarn, wo sie Lehrveranstaltungen im Bereich Bibliotheks- und Informationswissen-
schaft, Kultur und Literatur halt. Sie absolvierte das Eszterhazy-Karoly-Kolleg an der Eo6t-
vos-Lorand-Universitat und erwarb 2008 im Rahmen des Doktorandenprogramms der E6t-
vos-Lorand-Universitat den Doktortitel in Literatur- und Kulturwissenschaft. lhre Habilitation
(Soziologie, 2016) legte sie an der Universitat Debrecen ab. Sie ist Leiterin des Lehrstuhls
fur Bibliotheks- und Informationswissenschaft sowie Direktorin der Kreisbibliothek von
Bacs-Kiskun. Ihre Forschungsschwerpunkte umfassen Leseforschung/digitale Lesernar-
rative, die Verbreitung wissenschaftlicher Forschungsergebnisse, kulturelle Identitat sowie
die Institutionsgeschichte im Karpatenbecken. Sie ist Autorin von zwei wissenschaftlichen
Monografien und mehreren verdéffentlichten Facharbeiten.

Déra Szabd ist Assistentin am Lehrstuhl fur Bibliotheks- und Informationswissen-
schaft der Universitat Debrecen (Ungarn). Sie schloss ihr Studium 2020 als Lehrerin fur
deutsche Sprache und Kultur sowie Bibliotheks- und Informationswissenschaft ab. Derzeit
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ist sie als Forscherin in folgenden Projekten tatig: CHERD-Hungary, MTA-DE Parent-Tea-
cher Cooperation Research Group, HERA — Hungarian Association of Researchers in
Education. AuRerdem ist sie stellvertretende Chefredakteurin der Zeitschriften ,Central
European Journal of Educational Research” und ,Pedagdgusképzés”. Sie ist Vorstands-
mitglied des BOBCATSSS-Verbands (Europaische Vereinigung fir Bibliotheks- und Infor-
mationswissenschaftliche Bildung und Forschung). Dartber hinaus ist sie in Erasmus+-Pro-
grammen und Sommeruniversitaten aktiv. Ihre Forschungsschwerpunkte sind zweigleisig:
Zum einen konzentriert sie sich auf angehende Lehrkrafte sowie deren digitale Haltungen,
digitale Kompetenzen, Medien- und Informationskompetenzen und auf Einheiten, die die
Bildung beeinflussen; zum anderen auf Bibliotheken, Leseférderung und Einheiten, die das
Buchwesen pragen.

chliisselworter: Kinstliche Intelligenz, Bibliotheks- und Informationswissenschaft, Infor-
mationskompetenzen, Wissensmanagement, Open Science, ethische Fragen, digitale In-
klusion, akademische Netzwerke

usammenfassung: Die internationale Konferenz BOBCATSSS 2025, die vom 21. bis 23.
Januar 2025 in Istanbul (Turkei) stattfand, untersuchte die Verbindungen zwischen Kiinst-
licher Intelligenz (KI) und Bibliotheks- und Informationswissenschaft (LIS). Die Veranstal-
tung, organisiert von LIS-Studierenden der Universitat Istanbul, der Universitat Ankara und
der Gustave-Eiffel-Universitat, zog 200—300 Teilnehmende aus Europa, Asien und anderen
Landern an. In Vortragen, Podiumsdiskussionen, Workshops und Fallstudien wurden der
Einsatz von Kl in Bibliotheken, ethische und rechtliche Herausforderungen, Informations-
kompetenzen, Wissensmanagement und Open Science behandelt. Besonderer Schwer-
punkt lag auf inklusiven Dienstleistungen, digitaler Exklusion und der Transparenz von
Algorithmen. Der Beitrag Ungarns hob nationale Innovationen im Bereich Kl-gestutzter
Bibliotheksdienste hervor. Durch begutachtete Prasentationen und vielfaltige Forschungs-
methoden bereicherte die Tagung BOBCATSSS 2025 die akademische Diskussion und
forderte zugleich das Networking unter Studierenden, Fachleuten und Forschenden. Die
Konferenz unterstrich die Notwendigkeit, dass sich die Fachgemeinschaft mit den ethi-
schen, technologischen und gesellschaftlichen Folgen der Integration Kinstlicher Intelli-
genz auseinandersetzen sollte.



