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Abstract
Motivation: In recent years Albania has been an object of amassing research in many 

subject areas, including those related to economic sciences. Nevertheless, this growing 
scientific output has not been mapped from the bibliometric perspective. Thus, filling 

the identified gap in the body of knowledge is motivation for this study.
Aim: The aim of the paper is to map the conceptual structure of research output in eco-
nomic sciences with the focus on Albania as an object or a context of scientific inquiry 

in order to identify and explore leading and emerging topics. The study is oriented to an-
swering the following research questions: (1) What are the leading topics/streams of sci-
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entific inquiry in the field? (2) What are the most up-to-date (emerging) topics/streams 
in the field?

Results: Analysing co-occurrence of high-frequency keywords of Scopus-indexed pub-
lications including phrase ‘Albania’ in their titles, keywords and abstracts leads to iden-
tification of seven thematic clusters within the research field: (1) Albania as a transition 
economy, (2) economic aspects of migration, (3) Western Balkans studies, (4) educa-
tion and innovation, (5) regional case and comparative studies, (6) economic growth 

and development, and (7) democratic transition and European integration. Moreover, 
the analysis reveals the following up-to-date topics attracting recently increasing attention 

of the academia: European integration, cointegration, consumer preferences, monetary 
policy, Western Balkans, higher education, performance, developing countries.

Keywords: Albania; bibliometrics; scientometrics; science mapping; co-word analysis; keywords 
co-occurrence analysis

JEL: 052

1. Introduction

Scientific inquiry is an activity of paramount importance for the rise 
of the knowledge-based society. Through conducting research academia con-
tributes to producing new knowledge and development of the knowledge base. 
Scanning the resources of the Scopus database indicates that in recent years 
Albania has been an object of amassing research in many subject areas, includ-
ing those related to economic sciences. In February 2019, Scopus comprised 
more than 5,500 publications mentioning Albania within their titles, keywords 
and abstracts. Among them there were 689 records categorized under the sub-
ject areas of Economics, Econometrics and Finance or Business, Management 
and Accounting.

Literature reviews are traditional approaches to analyse scientific output 
in a research field, and discuss its intellectual and conceptual structure (Tran-
field et al., 2003). On the one hand literature reviews are characterized by 
thoroughness of analysis. Nevertheless, on the other hand, they have limited 
capacities to scan wide research fields of a large number of publications. Thus, 
for analysing large bodies of literature a macro approach based on bibliometric 
methodologies is recommended. Science mapping methods, which may be used 
for mapping various aspects of a research field include: co-authorship analysis, 
direct citation analysis, co-citation analysis, bibliographic coupling, and co-
word analysis (Klincewicz et al., 2012; Zupic & Cater, 2015). Bibliometrics has 
becoming a more and more popular research approach in management and eco-
nomics research. As of 28 March 2021, within Scopus defined subject areas 
of Economics, Econometric and Finance, and Business, Management and Ac-
counting, we found 2,750 publications comprising the expression ‘bibliometric’ 
in their titles, keywords and abstracts (topic search). The majority of them have 
been published since 2017 i.e., 2017 — 263 items, 2018 — 306, 2019 — 411, 
2020 — 587. In the first quarter of 2021, 203 publications have been indexed, 
which allows to predict an annual output of about 800 items.
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In our paper we are interested in the analysis of the conceptual structure 
of research in economic sciences with the focus on Albania as an object or a con-
text of study. So far, this aspect of the research field has not been mapped with 
bibliometric methods. To confirm this observation, as of 04 February 2019, we 
conducted the following query in the Scopus database: search for Topic (Title, 
Keywords, Abstracts): (‘Albania’) AND (‘keyword analysis’ OR ‘co-occurrence 
analysis’ OR ‘bibliometric’ or ‘bibliometrics’); subject area: Economics, Econo-
metrics and Finance OR Business, Management and Accounting; time span: 
unlimited. Nevertheless, no records meeting the aforementioned assumptions 
were found which may indicate the gap in the body of knowledge. Moreover, we 
found no publications providing a comprehensive systematic literature review 
of the research field.

Therefore, making an attempt to fill the identified gap, the aim of the pa-
per is to map the conceptual structure of research within economic sciences 
with the focus on Albania as an object or a context of scientific inquiry in or-
der to identify and explore leading and emerging topics. The study is oriented 
to answering the following research questions: (1) What are the leading top-
ics/streams of scientific inquiry in the field? (2) What are the most up-to-date 
(emerging) topics/streams in the field?

The remaining body of the paper is structured into four parts. First of all, 
the research methodology and the sampling process for the bibliometric study 
are presented. Secondly, keywords co-occurrence analysis is conducted re-
sulting in the clustering of keywords into leading topics/streams of research. 
Thirdly, the structure of identified clusters is studied. Finally, emerging topics/
streams of research within the field are enumerated and discussed.

2. Method of study

2.1. Research sample

Scopus was a source of bibliometric data for the research sampling process. 
The following search was completed on 09 February 2019: search for Topic (Ti-
tle, Keywords, Abstracts): (‘Albania’); subject area: Economics, Econometric 
and Finance OR Business, Management and Accounting; time span: unlimited.

The research sample consists of 689 records. 556 of them are indexed within 
the Economics, Econometrics and Finance subject area, 218 — in the Business, 
Management and Accounting area. The sample shares some publications with 
16 other research areas, including: Social Sciences (391 items), Arts and Hu-
manities (269), Energy (30), Agricultural and Biological Sciences (29), Envi-
ronmental Science (21), Earth and Planetary Sciences (20), Engineering (19), 
Decision Sciences (12), Computer Sciences (10) and others. Articles make up 
a vast majority (567, 82.3%) of document types within the sample. They are 
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followed by: book chapters (37, 5.4%), business articles (31; 4.5%), reviews (16; 
2.3%), notes (11; 1.6%). The share of other types of documents is marginal.

Certainly, the major bulk of papers (325; 47.2%) was authored or co-au-
thored by scholars representing Albanian research institutions. However, sig-
nificant contributions are also made by researchers from institutions affiliated 
in other countries e.g. the United States (82; 11.9%), the United Kingdom (62; 
9.0%), Italy (49; 7.1%), Greece (22; 3.2%), Germany (18; 2.6%), France (15; 
2.2.%), North Macedonia (15; 2.2%), Spain (15; 2.2%), the Netherlands (12; 
1.7%) and Serbia (12; 1.7%). The most productive research institutions contrib-
uting to the sample are: the University of Tirana (112 items; 16.2%), Agricultural 
University of Tirana (30; 4.4.%), Aleksander Moisiu University (26; 3.8%), 
The World Bank (23; 3.3%), Epoka University (11; 1.6%), the University of Sus-
sex (8; 1.2%), University of Hawaii at Manoa (7; 1.0%), the University of Kent 
(6; 0.9), the Sapienza University of Rome (6; 0.9%); City College Thessaloniki 
(6; 0.9%). The most productive source titles contributing to the research sample 
include: Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences (250 items; 36.3%), Petroleum 
Economist (35; 5.1%), Eastern European Economics (18; 2.6%), Courrier des Pays 
de l’Est (12; 1.7%), Post Communist Economies (12; 1.7%), Europe Asia Studies (9; 
1.3%), New Medit (9; 1.3%) and Economics of Transition (8; 1.2%).

2.2. Research methods and instruments

Keywords co-occurrence analysis, a kind of co-word analysis (He, 1999), 
and systematic literature review (Czakon, 2011; Tranfield et al., 2003) were 
combined to achieve the aim of the study. Science mapping with the use of co-
word analysis followed the methodological recommendations provided by Zupic 
and Cater (2015). VOSviewer application (van Eck & Waltman, 2010, 2014, 
2018) was used to support mapping of keywords co-occurrence and clustering 
keywords. For creating the map, full counting co-occurrence analysis of all key-
words was applied (cf. Perianes-Rodriguez et al., 2016). For the analysis, asso-
ciation strength method was chosen as an option for normalization of strength 
of the links between items. Default values were selected for attraction (2) 
and repulsion (0) parameters. The following values of parameters were applied 
for clustering: resolution parameter (related to the detail of clustering)  — 2, 
minimum cluster size — 5. The function of merging small clusters was switched 
on. The status of research within identified emerging topics/streams was ex-
plored with the method of systematic literature review (Czakon, 2011).
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3. Leading research themes

3.1. Identifying leading research themes

Within the sample we identified 2,233 keywords. The top high-frequency key-
words are: ‘Albania’ (196 occurrences), ‘Europe’ (30), ‘economic growth’ (27), 
‘Eurasia’ (23), ‘Southern Europe’ (21), ‘transitional economy’ (19), ‘transition’ 
(14), ‘Bulgaria’ (13), ‘education’ (12), ‘employment’ (12), and ‘Mecedonia’ (12). 
The number of high-frequency keywords recommended for co-occurrence 
analysis, calculated in accordance with the formula recommended by Donohue 
(1974, as cited in Guo et al., 2017, p. 7) is 60, which means the minimum num-
ber of occurrences equal to 5. However, the sample includes 70 keywords meet-
ing this minimum co-occurrence requirement, which will be subject to further 
analysis. The map of keywords co-occurrence is presented in Figure 11.

In VOSviewer maps, clusters do not overlap i.e. an item may belong to only 
one cluster. The higher prominence of items i.e. a higher number of occur-
rences the bigger size of the nodes and labels representing them in the map. 
The distance between the items represents the strength of their interrelatedness 
i.e. the closer they are located to each other, the stronger relationship between 
them is observed (van Eck & Waltman, 2018).

Mapping of keywords co-occurrence points out seven clusters grouping 
economic sciences publications related to Albania as an object or a context 
of the study. Cluster analysis of high-frequency keywords is provided in Table 1.

3.2. Exploring leading research themes

Cluster 1 (marked in red in Figure 1) comprises 13 keywords mentioned in 223 
publications. ‘Albania’ is the central node of the cluster and the whole map. 
‘Transition’ and ‘transitional economy’ are two other expressions worth men-
tioning due to their prominence measured by the number of occurrences 
and centrality. Therefore, we label the cluster ‘Albania as a transition economy’. 
‘Tirana’ is another expression strongly linked with the aforementioned ones. 
Within the cluster, two main branches may be observed. The first of them deals 
with political and economic issues such as: ‘election’, ‘corruption’, ‘monetary 
policy’, ‘fiscal policy’, ‘exchange rate’ and ‘inflation’. The second one is focused 
on ‘privatization’ and ‘foreign direct investment’. Moreover, ‘consumer prefer-
ences’ is found to be a keyword standing alone at the frontier of the map.

Cluster 2 (marked in green in Figure 1) includes 13 keywords from 60 publi-
cations. Any central node can be hardly identified. However, many of the items 
are related to migration (e.g. ‘emigration’, ‘internal migration’, ‘international 
migration’) or economic aspects of it (‘income distribution’, ‘living standard’, 
‘migrants remittance’, ‘remittances’). That is why we assume that the clus-

1 Available online at: http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/EiP.2021.009.

http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/EiP.2021.009
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ter is focused mainly on economic aspects of migration. Albania remains one 
of the countries with the lowest income in Europe. Poverty has forced many 
people since 1990 to migrate mainly toward Europe in search of a better life 
(Madani et al., 2013). Twenty years after the collapse of the harshest commu-
nist regime in Europe, the half of Albanians (1.4 million) lived abroad (King & 
Vullnetari, 2012). Internal migration has also taken place on a massive scale.

Cluster 3 (marked in blue in Figure 1) is made by 11 keywords originating 
from 59 publications. A lot of articles of this cluster are concerned with analysis 
of South-Eastern Europe (SEE) countries or selected transition countries in Eu-
rope. International organizations classify the following countries in SEE (West-
ern Balkans): Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, North Macedonia, 
Montenegro and Serbia. Expressions such as ‘Eurasia’, ‘Europe’ and ‘Southern 
Europe’ are found to be the most often cited. Nevertheless, all the three oc-
cupy rather peripheral positions in the cluster’s map. Keywords related to other 
geographical locations within the region (e.g. ‘Balkans’, ‘Bosnia and Herze-
govina’, ‘Croatia’, ‘Macedonia’, ‘Montenegro’ and ‘Serbia’) are spatially repre-
sented in the left part of the map and are close to other countries subject to case 
and comparative studies categorized under Clusters 5 (Bulgaria, Romania) and 7 
(Kosovo, Greece).

Cluster 4 (marked in yellow in Figure 1) consists of 11 keywords distributed 
over 65 publications. Three branches may be distinguished within the cluster. 
The first one includes the expressions ‘national economy’, ‘transition econo-
mies’, ‘institutions’ and ‘entrepreneurship’. The second one is made by the key-
words ‘Eastern Europe’, ‘innovation’ and ‘education’. The last one comprises 
phrases ‘developing countries’, ‘income’, ‘performance’ and ‘public sector’. 
Hardly any dominant theme may be observed within this cluster as it includes 
miscellany of issues in the context of a developing country/transition econ-
omy. Due to centrality of their positions we labelled the cluster after ‘education 
and innovation’. Nevertheless, we are aware of the fact that such an operation 
may be flawed with overgeneralization.

Cluster 5 (marked in violet in Figure 1) comprises 9 keywords mentioned 
in 43 publications. ‘Macedonia’, ‘Bulgaria’ and ‘Romania’ are the most often 
cited keywords categorized within the cluster. The cluster shows many link-
ages with other case studies and comparative analyses related to the countries 
of the region classified within Clusters 3 and 7. That is why we labelled the clus-
ter as ‘regional case and comparative studies’.

Cluster 6 (marked in light blue in Figure 1) includes 7 keywords from 59 
publications. Its emphasis is placed on economic growth and development. 
Keywords ‘economic growth’, ‘economic development’ and ‘employment’ are 
found to be the central and most prominent items within the cluster. Important 
relationships are noticed between Cluster 5 and publications categorized under 
Clusters 2 (economic aspects of migrations), 3 (Western Balkans studies) and 5 
(regional case and comparative studies).
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Cluster 7 (marked in orange in Figure 1) is made by 6 keywords from 33 
publications. Within the cluster, two branches may be identified. The first one 
relates to keywords ‘Greece’ and ‘Kosovo’. This branch shows numerous rela-
tionships with Western Balkans studies (Cluster 3) and the publications deal-
ing with the issues of migrations (Cluster 2). The second branch of Cluster 7 is 
clearly distinguished from other thematic areas and focused on ‘democracy’, 
‘human right’, ‘integration’ and ‘European integration’. In consequence, we 
labeled the cluster as ‘democratic transition and European integration’.

4. Emerging research topics

The overlay visualization of the VOSviewer application was used to identify 
the most up-to-date (emerging) topics within the sample. The findings from this 
analysis are presented in Figure 22. The analysis reveals the following up-to-date 
topics attracting recently increasing attention of the academia: ‘European inte-
gration’, ‘cointegration’, ‘consumer preferences’, ‘monetary policy’, ‘Western 
Balkans’, ‘higher education’, ‘performance’, ‘developing countries’.

The studies related to the European integration encompass a wide range 
of aspects including: democratization and political issues, human rights, re-
gional development, education and media. Shehaj (2015) considers the chal-
lenges faced by Albania in its way to the European integration and the role 
of the EU to support democratization of the country. Sanxhaktari (2010) dis-
cusses the situation of Albania as a case of the importance of fundamental polit-
ical criteria in the EU integration process, with the main focus given to human 
rights requirements. Marku (2015) investigates the role of the central and lo-
cal governments for the regional development of the country, which is found 
to be important for the European integration process. Xhelilaj (2014) deals with 
the integration of Albanian education with the EU standards through analyzing 
the issues of students’ achievements and participation of Albanians in PISA as-
sessments. Georgieva et al. (2015) analyse the systems of media in Albania, Bul-
garia, North Macedonia and Serbia discussing among others their integration 
into the European information space.

Albania serves as a case study for cointegration analysis of various macro-
economic variables. Kurtović (2017) investigates the impact of the Albanian 
lek (ALL) depreciation on the country trade balance and confirms a long term 
cointegration between these two variables. Golitsis et al. (2018) analyze the ef-
fects of remittances and foreign direct investments on economic growth, gross 
fixed capital formation, and inflation in Albania. Turan and Gjergji (2014) study 
the cause-effect relationship between savings and economic growth. Their 
findings confirm the cointegration of these two variables. Kristo (2014) stud-
ies the contribution of the tourism industry to the GDP growth rate. Acaravci 
and Ozturk (2010) test the casual relationship between electricity consumption 
and economic growth in transition economies including Albania.

2 Available online at: http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/EiP.2021.009.

http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/EiP.2021.009
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The studies of Albanian consumer preferences are focused mainly on food 
and agricultural products. Zhllima et al. (2012) conduct the comprehen-
sive analysis of changes in preferences of Albanian food consumers including 
such products as e.g. meat, fruits, vegetables, cereals. The other studies focus 
on a particular type of food. The units of analysis are e.g.: local products (Imami 
et al., 2015), cheese (Imami et al., 2016), yogurt (Zhllima et al., 2017), table 
olives (Zhllima et al., 2015), lamb meat (Dashi et al., 2013; Imami et al., 2011).

Among the papers related to monetary policy, Findreng (2014) investigates 
the synchronisation of some East European (including Albanian) and German 
economies to check whether they are ready for joining the European Monetary 
Union. Kola & Liko (2011) study determinant factors of inflation in Albania. 
Imami et al. (2018) investigate the influence of political cycles on non-fiscal/
non-monetary variables (mining licensing). Naqellari explores the negative 
outcomes of privatization of commercial banks (Naqellari, 2013b) and restruc-
turing of the banking sector in Albania (Naqellari, 2013a).

The publications focused on Western Balkans can be generally classified 
in two categories i.e. (1) these dealing with the issues of integration with the Eu-
ropean Union including lessons, assessments and recommendations in this area, 
and (2) those using Albania and other Western Balkans countries as the con-
text for case studies and other analyses. The first of the aforementioned cate-
gories is mostly focused on the macro level, including political and economic 
perspectives. Dabrowski and Myachenkova (2018) present efforts and chal-
lenges of Western Balkans countries in their way to accession to the European  
Union. Sokolova (2016) analyses, from the Russian perspective, the commitment 
and efforts of Western Balkans nations towards integration with Euro-Atlantic 
structures. Kostoska and Hristoski (2017) make an attempt to assess the com-
petitiveness of the Western Balkans region in the context of aspirations to join 
the EU. Damiani and Uvalic (2014) identify lessons related to industrial policy 
and development in ‘old’ EU countries and use them to develop recommenda-
tions for Western Balkans economies. Within the frame of the second category, 
using econometric methods, Pere (2015) studies the role of good governance 
for the GDP growth rate in Western Balkans countries. Zhilla (2011) explores 
the role played by customary norms for the issues of organized crime and judicial 
corruption in Albania. Mendola and Carletto (2012) examine the role of migra-
tion in affecting the labor market opportunities of male and female household 
members left behind. Tenchov and Missopoulos (2010) use the cases of Albania, 
Kosovo and North Macedonia to study the criteria for assessing the suppliers 
in the pharmaceutical industry.

Within the stream of research focused on the issues of higher education, 
Treska and Canaj (2013) discuss achievements and challenges in reforming Al-
banian higher education in accordance with the Bologna standards. Dobi (2016) 
analyses the case of the European University of Tirana to illustrate the new 
approach to leadership, management and organization of a higher education 
institution operating in the Albanian context. Papadimitriou (2017) examines 
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the efforts of Western Balkans universities to build-up their branding and im-
ages in the Internet. Guleker and Keci (2014) investigate the influence of class 
attendance on academic achievements.

Performance in both business and the public sector is another issue attract-
ing increasing attention of researchers in recent years. Gerdoci et al. (2018) 
analyze relationships between business model design and company perfor-
mance in the context of a developing country. Kellici et al. (2015) investigate 
how mobile technology influences organizational performance. Sinaj and Dumi 
(2015) study individual performance evaluation in the context of the public sec-
tor. Stillo (2011) investigates the importance of financial motivators for perfor-
mance of Albanian public servants.

The cluster of publications dealing with the issue of ‘developing countries’ 
covers a variety of papers, which embed their research in the given context. 
They include the studies related both to management issues (e.g. strategic man-
agement, public management, project management, knowledge management, 
quality management) and economics. Already mentioned publication by Ger-
doci et al. (2018) deals with business model design and company performance. 
Kromidha and Holloway (2011) study the contribution of international assistance 
to advancement of eGovernment in developing countries. Kromidha (2017, p. 
1587) analyzes the case of “implementation of the electronic system of business 
registration in Albania” in order to understand “network politics in a multi-ac-
tor information system projects”. Elezi and Bamber (2016) study knowledge 
transfer in an international company and its contribution to company perfor-
mance as well as employee development and organizational culture change. 
Grazhdani et al. (2015) identify the dimensions of banking quality in the con-
text of Albania as an example of a developing country. Devkota and Upadhyay 
(2015) study the influence of income and education on utilizing health care. 
Lumanaj and Hasi (2012) assess the public program of economic aid for the poor 
from the perspective beneficiaries and provide a set of recommendations to im-
prove the program. Davis et al. (2009) use the case of Albania among other 
developing countries to analyze diversification of incomes in rural households.

5. Conclusion

The paper makes a contribution to the body of knowledge within the subject 
area of economic sciences through mapping the conceptual structure of research 
output focused on Albania as an object or a context of the study. The novelty 
and innovation of the study results from the fact that an operation of biblio-
metric mapping of the research field has never been completed before. Making 
an attempt to answer the first research question (What are the leading topics/
streams of scientific inquiry in the field?), we identified seven thematic clus-
ters within the research field: (1) Albania as a transition economy, (2) economic 
aspects of migration, (3) Western Balkans studies, (4) education and innova-
tion, (5) regional case and comparative studies, (6) economic growth and devel-
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opment, and (7) democratic transition and European integration. In response 
to the second research question (What are the most up-to-date (emerging) 
topics/streams in the field?), we found that recently the research in economic 
sciences related to the Albanian context has been focused on such aspects as: 
European integration, cointegration, consumer preferences, monetary policy, 
Western Balkans, higher education, performance, developing countries.

Summing up, limitations of the study should be made explicit. First of all, 
using the Scopus database as a source for research sampling process excluded 
publications not covered by this database. This should be considered as 
a shortage due to the bias of Scopus towards English language publications. 
In consequence, the survey aimed at mapping research focused on Albania 
as an object or a context did not take into account of some works published  
in Albanian language. We are aware of this weakness but we decided to concentrate  
on Scopus-indexed research output published in English to make it available 
for international scholars and induce the interest of non-Albanians in con-
ducting research related to the Albanian context. Nevertheless, we strongly 
support and encourage the replication of the study based on the research sam-
ple comprised of publications issued in Albanian language. Secondly, the idea 
of the paper was to overview the research field and map it. In consequence, 
the study covers a wide range of topics and aspects and is not able to provide 
a detailed analysis of research status within identified leading/emerging streams 
of research. Therefore, we recommend to explore more thoroughly particular 
thematic clusters and research streams in separate studies. Thirdly, only one 
science mapping method, i.e. keywords co-occurrence analysis (a kind of co-
word analysis), was employed for mapping the conceptual structure of the field. 
Thus, triangulation of research with the use of other science mapping meth-
ods, e.g. direct citation analysis, co-citation analysis or bibliographic coupling, 
is recommended. Compare and contrast analysis of the conceptual structure 
of the field based on the findings from various science mapping methods seems 
to be an interesting line for further research.

Through mapping the conceptual structure of the research field focused 
on Albania as an object and a context of scientific inquiry, the study’s con-
tribution is first and foremost of theoretical character. Identification of lead-
ing themes and emerging topics indicates economic and management issues 
of the highest relevance in a country under the economic transition. Mapping 
the conceptual structure of the field may be also useful for scholars planning 
their research in the Albania’s context to find inspiration for further studies. 
Last but not least, through collecting and disseminating knowledge about re-
search on Albania conducted in economic sciences, the study may contribute 
to making it more recognized in the international scholar community, opening 
the opportunities for international collaboration.
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Appendix

Table 1.
Clusters of high-frequency keywords

Symbol/color Items (N) High-frequency keywords (N) Issue
C1/red 13 Albania (196), consumer preferences (7), corruption (11), election 

(5), exchange rate (6), fiscal policy (5), foreign direct investment 
(6), inflation (7), monetary policy (5), privatization (5), Tirana (6), 
transition (14), transitional economy (19)

Albania as 
a transition 
economy

C2/green 13 development (5), emigration (6), gender (5), higher education (5), 
income distribution (6), internal migration (5), international mi-
gration (9), living standard (7), migrants remittance (7), migration 
(10), poverty (7), remittances (11), Western Balkans (9)

economic 
aspects of mi-
gration

C3/blue 11 Balkans (5), Bosnia and Herzegovina (8), Croatia (8), Eurasia 
(23), Europe (30), European Union (10), international trade (5), 
Macedonia (Southern Europe) (12), Montenegro (5), Serbia (8), 
Southern Europe (21)

Western Bal-
kans studies

C4/yellow 11 developing countries (8), Eastern Europe (9), education (12) 
entrepreneurship (6), income (6), innovation (8), institutions 
(5), national economy (6), performance (5), public sector (6), 
transition economies (9)

education 
and innovation

C5/violet 9 Bulgaria (13), cointegration (5), economics (6), energy policy (5), 
gross domestic product (5), Macedonia (12), market transition (7), 
panel data (5), Romania (8)

regional case 
and comparative 
studies

C6/light blue 7 econometrics (5), economic development (9), economic growth 
(27), employment (12), investment (8), post-communism (8), 
tourism (6)

economic 
growth and de-
velopment

C7/orange 6 democracy (5), European integration (5), Greece (10), human 
rights (6), integration (6), Kosovo (6)

democratic 
transition 
and European 
integration

Source: own study based on data retrieved from the Scopus database as of 09 February 2019 and an-
alysed with the use of VOSviewer.
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