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Abs�act

Improving the energy efficiency of enterprises is now not only a postulate 
of inter-na�onal and na�onal energy �ansi�on s�ategies towards climate neu�ali�, but 
also a requirement for maintaining their profitabili� and compe��ve capaci�. Rising en-
ergy fuel prices and the unstable geopoli�cal situa�on, and above all, the war in Ukraine, 
are causing many enterprises to take energy-saving ac�ons (ESA’s). One of them is in-
ves�ng in renewable energy sources (RES) for their own consump�on, understood as 

inves�ng in future energy purchase savings.
�e ar�cle aims to iden�fy the involvement of enterprises affiliated with the Met-

al Processing Cluster (MPC), which has the status of the Polish Key Na�onal Cluster, 
in RES investments in the context of the energy crisis. It also a�empts to verify the hy-

pothesis: greater interest in inves�ng in RES is shown by enterprises that have seen 
a s�ong nega�ve impact of energy price increases on their opera�ons. �e research was 

carried out on the basis of literature studies, analysis of Polish Cen�al Sta�s�cal Of-
fice sta�s�cal data and analysis of reports of various ins�tu�ons. Empirical verifica�on 
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of the hypothesis was possible on the basis of the results of surveys conducted in the en-
terprises of the MPC.

�e research showed that in 2022, more than half of the surveyed companies 
affiliated with the MPC felt the nega�ve (very s�ong and s�ong) effect of rising energy 
prices. It primarily had an impact on the decline in their profitabili�. In 73% of the sur-
veyed companies, this situa�on influenced the decision to start investments in renewable 

energy sources, with the majori� of these investments being in photovoltaic panels. 
�e survey con�ibutes to the knowledge of the impact of the energy crisis on RES invest-

ments in metal companies.
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