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Abstract: Nea Paphos was a vibrant city in Roman Cyprus. Much information about the 
history and the inhabitants of the urban centre came to light through extensive excava-
tions, which started at the site in the 1960s. The Hellenistic and Roman period has been 
widely studied and examined, but our knowledge of late Roman Paphos still remains quite 
modest. The purpose of this paper is to provide a better understanding of the late Roman 
phases of occupation, especially of the squatters’ activities in Paphos, through the analysis 
of stone objects, mainly grinding and milling stones and other worked stone, which are 
associated with this period. 
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Nea Paphos is a well-known Roman city on the western coast of Cyprus, on the bound-
aries of the modern city of Kato Paphos. During the Ptolemaic period the city became an 
important political and economic centre, fi nally taking over as the capital of the island. In 
58 ൻർ Cyprus became a Roman province and Nea Paphos continued to prosper until the 
late Roman period. A series of earthquakes in the fourth century ൺൽ destroyed large parts 
of the city,1 which was later (sixth-seventh century) reoccupied and reused for small scale 
industrial purposes. Nea Paphos has been excavated by teams from various countries: 
Cyprus, Poland, Great Britain, Italy, France and Australia.2 The Polish mission from the 
University of Warsaw celebrated 50 years of excavations in Paphos in 2015. Research at 
the site has also been carried out by Polish archaeologists from the Jagiellonian University, 
who in 2011 started the Paphos Agora Project. The results of their work and that of their 
foreign colleagues have widely contributed to our understanding of the living conditions in 
the city of Nea Paphos. Nevertheless, our knowledge of some aspects of life in this urban 

1 Lichocka, Meyza 2001: 146.
2 DepAntiquitesCyprus.
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centre still remains insuffi  cient. One such theme are stone implements associated with the 
so-called squatter phase (of occupation), dated to the late Roman period.3

The analysed material consists of thirty portable and non-portable stone fi nds. They 
represent the following categories: grinding stones, querns and millstones, storage vessels, 
elements of press weight, other rural installations and spolia. The majority of these objects 
can be characterised as non-portable objects. 

The terminology used by archaeologists to describe stone implements is sometimes quite 
imprecise, which can make identifi cation and comparisons diffi  cult. In this article, when 
applicable, the author intends to use the terminology presented by Katherine Wright.4 By 
terminology the author means the terms used to name diff erent part of vessels and not the 
typology itself. There are a few known stone objects typologies5 but these address objects 
used in the Bronze Age and in other regions of the Mediterranean, Crete and the Levant 
among others. Using a typology created for a diff erent historical period does not seem 
 entirely methodologically correct, when one considers the technological innovations intro-
duced by the Romans. Katherine Wright’s terminology, on the other hand, is appealing 
because it is well-defi ned, clear and based on morphological attributes. When appropriate, 
the author will also use the typology for querns and millstones proposed by David Peacock.6

The analysed fi nds from Nea Paphos are usually made of a locally available mate-
rial – calcarenite, although some are made of other types of limestone, basalt and there 
are a few marble objects. The identifi cation of the rock type is based entirely on visual 
observation and a brief consultation with a geologist.7 Unfortunately, at the time of writing 
this article, little archaeometric or petrographic analysis of stone material from the site 
has been conducted. Preliminary geological studies, focusing on building and decorative 
stone material have been carried out by Michalina Dzwoniarek-Konieczna.8 According to 
her research, the local calcarenite has been extensively used as both building material and 
architectural detail. She attributes the provenance of marble attested at Paphos to Greece.9 
Therefore, due to the state of research, the analogies for stone implements discussed in the 
study are mainly based on comparisons according to the function and shape of the stone 
object rather than the rock type. 

The artefacts come mostly from two locations – Villa of Theseus and House of Aion, 
from the late occupation phases at Nea Paphos.10 Dating of ground stones is very diffi  cult 
due to their long-term usage, lack of well dated comparative material and the fact that some 
of them were made of earlier architectural elements. In this instance, pottery sequences 
are immensely helpful in establishing the chronology of the discussed material. Based on 

3 For the preliminary results on stone implements from Paphos Agora Project, see: Florek 2016.
4 Wright 1992b: 58–59.
5 Blitzer 1995; Wright 1992a.
6 Peacock 2013: 80–83.
7 Hubert Kiersnowski preliminarily identifi ed the rock type based on photos of objects. 
8 Dzwoniarek 2014: 41–47.
9 Dzwoniarek 2014: 41.
10 For the general plan of the site, see: Daszewski 1999: 164.
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pottery evidence, some of the analysed stone implements can be dated between the fourth 
and fi fth11 as well as sixth and seventh centuries ൺൽ.12 One cannot rule out, however, that 
some artefacts have an earlier origin and have been merely re-used in the late Roman period.

Due to the state of research this paper will not analyse the production techniques of 
these objects nor the provenance of the stones from which they were made. 

A FEW WORDS ON GEOLOGY

The island of Cyprus is characterised by four main geological terrains: Kyrenia Terrain 
in the north, the Troodos Terrain in the central part of the island, the Cirum Troodos 
Sedimentary Succession, which spreads both north and south of the Troodos Terrain and 
the Mamonia Terrain to the south-west of the island.13 The area of Paphos is situated 
on the fringes of two terrains – Mamonia and the Circum Trodoos Sedimentary Succes-
sion.14 Mamonia consists of diff erent igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks formed 
during the Middle Triassic and Upper Cretaceous ages.15 The second terrain around Paphos 
is mainly characterised by calcarenites and gypsum.16 Sandstones, on the other hand, are 
present in the northern part of Cyprus.17 

Archaeologists are often criticised for not paying suffi  cient attention to geology and 
the physical properties of stones used in antiquity. It is not because archaeologists are not 
interested in this aspect, but they might not always have the right tools and methodology in 
place to unambiguously confi rm their assumptions as to the kind of material. As mentioned 
in the introduction, most of the analysed objects (c. 70%) is made of calcarenite (a locally 
found type of limestone). The rock is mainly composed of sand-sized carbonated grains.18 
It is a very porous, with little permeable qualities. The other objects are made of other 
types of limestone, basalt and marble. 

Two limestone quarries from the Roman period have been documented in Cyprus. One 
of them is found in the vicinity of Paphos. According to Ben Russell, the quarry has been 
used in the Roman Imperial period.19 

SQUATTERS’ WORKSHOPS

During the 1969 season the Polish team excavated two simple structures, which were inter-
preted as workshops. The fi rst one, in room 31 of Villa of Theseus, consists of an upside 

11 Daszewski 1970: 128.
12 Daszewski 1972: 219.
13 GeolSurveyDep: see Introduction.
14 GeolSurveyDep: see Geological Map.
15 Atalar, Kilic 2006: 3.
16 GeolSurveyDep: see Sediments.
17 GeolSurveyDep: see Geological Map.
18 Mead, Austin 2006: 912.
19 Russell 2013: 44.
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down marble column base and a row of three rectangular blocks.20 It has been interpreted 
as a primitive workshop, with the column base serving as a table. Unfortunately this 
workshop has been dismantled and is not located in situ any more.

Another structure consisting of six worked stones was found next to the entrance to the 
adjacent room 35 (Fig. 1).21 It has been described by the excavators as ‘a series of mortars’.22 
The author would argue that the structure could also function as a workshop for grinding, 
storage and perhaps distribution purposes. The four main components of this workshop 
are: the turned upside down column base (NP SO 37) located in the centre, a circular stone 
(NP SO 34) beneath the column base, and a circular grinding stone (NP SO 40) to the right 
and another reused column (NP SO 39), with four circular sockets carved in it, situated 
on the left-hand side. Two other stone objects (NP SO 33 and NP SO 36) are located in 
a distance from the four above-mentioned. 

The turned upside down column base (NP SO 37) has a diameter of almost 50cm 
(a part seems to be broken off ) and a preserved height of 22cm (Fig. 2a). The use surface 
is rather rough and uneven. The column base is made of calcarenite. This object could 
also serve as a table. 

20 Daszewski 1970: 127.
21 Daszewski 1970: 127.
22 Daszewski 1970: 127–128.

1. Squatters’ workshop found in room 35 (documentary photo of the Polish Archaeological Mission to Paphos).
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2a. Reused, turned upside down column base, inv. no. NP SO 37; b. mortar, inv. no. NP SO 40; c. unidentifi ed round 
stone object with four cups, inv. no. NP SO 39 (Phot. and drawing: K. Pawlik).
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NP SO 34 is a circular object beneath the column base. Due to the fact that it was 
impossible to remove the stone lying on the top, complete measurements and a proper 
identifi cation of the object were not possible. The recorded height is 23cm. It might 
have been an olive crusher, but without a more detailed examination (i.e. removing 
the upper stone), the identifi cation is a mere speculation. It is also made from the local 
calcarenite.

NP SO 40 (Fig. 2b) is almost complete, except for one side, which has been cut or 
chipped off . It can be classifi ed as a mortar. There is a horizontal oval hole on one side. 
The hole is 5 x 4cm as measured on the outer surface; the opening on the inner surface is 
somewhat wider (7 x 4cm). The use (inner) surface has been carved in stoned spirals (not 
very well visible); the lowest groove (or cup; see below) is 7cm wide. The outer surface 
is rough, slightly porous. The mortar is made of calcarenite. It might have been made out 
of a column. It has a diameter of 39cm and a preserved height of 39cm. The spiral marks 
on mortars have been generally named and classifi ed as cup and ring marks.23 These have 
been mainly found on prehistoric rock mortars from north-western Europe, which can 
hardly be considered as a direct analogy. However, no geographically or chronologically 
closer analogies were found by the present author. Some similarities, at least in terms of 
shape, can be observed with the mortar found in Halasarna in Kos; however that mortar 
has no spiral grooves.24 According to David Peacock, the lowest cup was used for grin-
ding (or pounding) and ‘the spiral (ring) would be a seating for the retaining basket’.25 
When not used for grinding, it could serve a secondary function as a storage vessel. Less 
prominent spirals have been found inside an olive oil collecting vats, for example, in 
Chhim, Lebanon.26 However, the above-mentioned collecting vat is twice as large as the 
object from Paphos. The purpose of the small hole on the side of NP SO 40 is not clear. 
It is too narrow for a wooden beam to pass through to carry the vessel. Perhaps the hole 
could serve as an overfl ow hole. 

NP SO 39 (Fig. 2c) is an unidentifi ed round object with four cups: three shallow (2–3cm 
deep) and one deeper (5–6cm). The deeper one is slightly larger, 7cm in diameter. The 
diameters of the smaller ones are between 5 and 6cm. The cups are rounded. The deeper 
cup is in the middle of the object. The other, smaller ones are located at three opposite 
sides. There is evidence of a fourth cup on the side that has eroded. The surface is rough, 
but not porous. There are many small, visible inclusions (0.5–2cm). The object is made 
of a greyish, soft stone, most likely conglomerate. The stone has a diameter of 44cm, and 
a preserved height of 26cm. The author can propose two interpretations, which might explain 
this object’s function: it could be a cup mark mortar27 or some kind of simple measures 
for small quantities of dry products (i.e. grain). The author inclines towards the former 
interpretation. Rocks with similar cups, although distant chronologically and geographically, 

23 Peacock 2013: 32–33, 35.
24 Poupaki 2009: 109, Fig. 3 on page 105.
25 Peacock 2013: 34.
26 Waliszewski 2014: 421, 423.
27 Peacock 2013: 31–33.
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have been used for grinding and pounding fruit, berries or other vegetables.28 Based on 
the diameter of object NO SO 39, it seems that fruits rather than vegetables were ground. 
In East Africa these cups were also used for crushing quartz or shattering small pieces of 
iron ore.29 On the other hand, the use of such cups as simple measures could explain the 
subtle diff erence in their diameter. This interpretation is based on marble measures from 
other sites in the Mediterranean.30 

NP SO 36 is a rectangular block with a rectangular mortise – 18cm deep and 12cm wide 
(Fig. 3). Some beige plaster can be found on the front side of the object. The surface is 
rough, porous. The rock type was not successfully identifi ed. The block has the following 
dimensions: 25cm length, 50cm width and 29cm height. The object was moved from its 
original location during the creation of the archaeological park and placed above another 
stone, next to the discussed workshop. It could be a dovetail beam niche mortise (part of 
an olive oil press installation) but it does not match any of the examples from the Medi-
terranean compiled by Raphael Frankel.31 

NP SO 033 could be an unfi nished oval crushing stone (more precisely a crusher) with 
a square-like socket. The object was found a few meters away from the workshop (Fig. 4a). 

28 Peacock 2013: 31.
29 Peacock 2013: 31.
30 Gwiazda 2014: 41.
31 Frankel 1999: Appendix B.

3. Rectangular block, possibly part of an olive oil 
press, inv. no. NP SO 36 (Phot. K. Pawlik).
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0 50cm

4a. Crushing stone, inv. no. NP SO 33; b. rectangular block, part of an olive oil press, inv. no. NP SO 38; c. a stone 
object with a large fl at central part and raised edges on two opposite sides, inv. no. NP SO 35 (Phot. K. Pawlik).

The surface is rough with white inclusions or pieces of plaster (0.5–1cm). The object is 
made of calcarenite. It has a diameter of 45–47cm (the outer surface is irregular); the 
preserved height is 18cm. The square socket’s side is 12cm. The opening on the other side 
cannot be unquestionably determined. Therefore, the object cannot be precisely identifi ed. 
Crushing stones were used in the fi rst stage of the olive oil production process. Olives 
were crushed by the rotation of stone in a crushing basin. A wooden beam was placed in 
the square socket and probably fi xed with some metal or wooden mount. According to 
Frankel’s nomenclature, such a crushing stone was part of a crushing device with a far 
side of the vertical axis.32 The crushing stone was likely reused as a building block during 
the squatters’ settlement phase. 

During the construction of the archaeological park in Paphos, some stone artefacts have 
been moved around and a few were brought into the area of the workshop. They will not 
be taken into account when interpreting the function of the workshop.

The fi rst of them is NP SO 38 (Fig. 4b), a rectangular block with a rectangular mortise. 
The surface is rough, porous. One side of the object is mostly covered with grey plaster. 

32 Frankel 1999: Appendix B.

a

b c
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It is made of calcarenite and measures 34 x 40 x 24cm. The mortise is 9cm deep, 14cm 
wide. The block resembles object NP SO 36. It has been re-used as building material. 

NP SO 35 is a stone object with a large fl at central part and raised edges on two 
opposite sides (Fig. 4c); one of them is eroded. The object has a rough, porous surface. 
Some grey plaster can be noticed on the sides. It is made of white limestone, somewhat 
diff erent from calcarenite. The object has the following dimensions: 35 x 36 x 18cm. Its 
function remains enigmatic. A similar object with higher walls has been found at Panayia 
Ematousa.33 It has been classifi ed by Lena Jacobsen as a boulder-size weight. However, 
the bases of such identifi cation remain unknown. 

The above-discussed workshop occupied the front of room 35 of Villa of Theseus; archaeo-
logical evidence suggests that during the squatters’ phase of occupation the rear part of the 
room was already blocked.34 Basing on pottery, this rearrangement took place in the late 
Roman period. The workshop can be classifi ed as an independent working station, as other 
squatter installations were located in rooms further afi eld. Given the scarce evidence of 
olive oil press elements, it seems rather unlikely that the workshop was connected to this 
industry. The author suggests that the processing of some dry goods (e.g. fruits), grain or 
even metal ore was the purpose for establishing this modest facility. There are two possi-
bilities as to how this workshop could have functioned. Goods could have been placed in 
the cup and ring mortar, ground, then placed on the table to be scaled in the provisional 
measures. Alternatively, the object with the rounded cups to the left of the table and the 
cup and ring mortar to the right were used to grind or pound diff erent goods, which later 
could have been placed on the table and distributed. 

Some parallels to the workshop can be found in Sagalassos, where the western portico 
of the Agora has been transformed into workshops and shops in the second half of the fi fth 
century ൺൽ35 and the Terrace Building was divided into smaller workshops and shops in 
the sixth century ൺൽ.36 It cannot be unequivocally stated that the workshop from Paphos 
was used for smelting ore like those from Sagalassos, but certainly some industrial activity 
took place there.

POMPEIAN MILLSTONES

Very few fragments of Pompeian mills (known also as hourglass mills) were found in 
Paphos. One upper part – catillus – of the hourglass mill and the one lower part known 
as meta have been recorded. The author is unable to present any measurements, because 
the identifi cation and analysis of the two fragments were solemnly based on the photos 
provided by Henryk Meyza. There is also another stone object – NP SO 01, which to some 
extent resembles an upper part of a Pompeian mill.

33 Jacobsen 2005: 412–413.
34 Daszewski 1970: 128.
35 Jacobs 2009: 210, 240, Fig. 7; Waelkens et al. 2006: 236–237.
36 Jacobs 2009: 211.
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NP SO 49 (Fig. 5) is a central part of an upper hourglass mill. The hopper and the grinding 
surface are missing. The cube-like mounts have openings. On the mounts’ front side a square 
socket is visible. Smaller, circular mortises are hewn on the two remaining sides of the 
mount. An external band goes around the midsection of the catillus. The inside is carved 
with numerous curved furrows. The object is made of basalt.

The custom of dressing millstones was practiced throughout Antiquity. However, it is 
not common to fi nd any form of furrows or other patterns on Pompeian mills. So far very 
few examples of dressing have been found on Pompeian mills37 and according to some 
researchers it was useless in terms of function.38 Just a few examples of dressing inside 
catilli can be found,39 but these specimens diff er in rock type and dressing pattern from the 
one found in Paphos. Usually, dressing of upper and lower stones of millstones helped to 
maintain the sharpness of the utensil.40 The fi nds from across the Roman Empire suggest 
that neither the rock type, nor the type of the millstone (although they were mainly found 
on rotary querns) determine the dressing pattern.41 This aspect of the technological process 
of millstone production requires further analysis. 

37 Lepareux-Couturier 2014: 152.
38 Moritz 1958: 79.
39 Lepareux-Couturier 2011: 422.
40 Lepareux-Couturier 2014: 149.
41 Lepareux-Couturier 2014: 154.

5. Part of a catillus from a Pompeian mill, inv. no. NP SO 49 (Phot. A. Brzozowska).
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The above described object seems to fi t Peacock’s type 3b.42 This type is represented 
by millstones smaller than other documented catilli from Pompeii. They are quite common 
in the Middle East.43 Their dating is dubious, but they seem to become frequent in the 
Eastern Mediterranean between the fi rst and the second centuries ൻർ and continue into 
the Byzantine period.44 There is evidence from elsewhere in Cyprus45 that such specialised 
implements were imported either from Lake Tiberias or northern Syria, where basalt was 
easily accessible. 

NP SO 50 is a meta, the lower part of the hourglass mill (Fig. 6). The working surface 
is convex, with the top part being fl at, rather than rounded. The podium is very low, 
it fl attens towards the edges. The type of rock cannot be unequivocally determined. 
However, the evidence presented by Olwen Williams-Thorpe and Roger Thorpe suggest 
that these installation were made of basalt.46 No dressing pattern has been observed on 
NP SO 50, which could mean that the aforementioned catillus was not  complementary 

42 Peacock 1989: 207.
43 Peacock 2013: 92.
44 Peacock 2013: 92–93.
45 Williams-Thorpe, Thorpe 1993: 263.
46 Williams-Thorpe, Thorpe 1993: 273.

6. Meta from a Pompeian mill, inv. no. NP SO 50 (documentary photo of the Polish Archaeological Mission to 
Paphos).
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7. Unidentifi ed stone object, perhaps an unfi nished upper part of a Pompeian mill, inv. no. NP SO 01 (Phot. and 
drawing: K. Pawlik).

to the discussed meta. This assumption is based on well-preserved and complete 
rotary querns with both the upper and the lower stones covered by dressing patterns 
on use surfaces.47

Metae appear in various shapes and so far no one has pointed out any correlation between 
a specifi c shape of a catillus and meta. Based on the shape and stylistic similarities, the 
closest analogy for the above-discussed specimen from Nea Paphos comes from a press 
room in Ashkelon.48

In a fully functioning hourglass mill the catillus was placed on top of the meta. The upper 
part of the catillus served as a hopper, and the lower as a grinder. Two wooden beams 
would be fi xed into the square sockets and held in position by bolts in the mortises. The 
entire construction was secured by a wooden frame. The mill was powered by animals, 
donkeys or mules, and to a lesser extent by humans. The end of Pompeian mills’ produc-
tion is diffi  cult to determine. Examples from the Eastern Mediterranean indicate that some 
smaller mills of this type could have been used until the Late Roman period.49 The meta 

47 Lepareux-Couturier 2014: 155.
48 Israel 2009: 358.
49 Peacock 2013: 93.
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described above has been found in a late Roman context; however it is not certain whether 
the object was still in use at the time.

NP SO 01 is an object similar in appearance to the upper part of a Pompeian millstone 
(Fig. 7). It is fragmentarily preserved. The mounts are cuboid in shape. The use surface 
is smooth, unlike the outer surface, which is rough. The object is made of limestone. It 
has a diameter of 45cm; its preserved height is 29cm. The mounts are 15cm wide and 
8cm long. 

Although, one can observe some similarity of NP SO 01 to the hourglass mills, it diff ers 
clearly from NP SO 49 in a morphological term: NP SO 01 lacks sockets in the mounts, 
hence no wooden beam could be inserted into the object to put it in motion. Moreover its 
shape is more conical than hourglass-like. However, these might be because the millstone 
is unfi nished. Finally, the majority of Pompeian mills were made of basalt; limestone is not 
a common choice for such objects. This could mean that the analysed object is a testimony 
of the local community’s craftsmanship. 

ELEMENTS OF OLIVE OIL PRESSES/PRESS WEIGHTS

NP SO 44 might be an element of an olive oil press – perhaps a lever and screw weight 
(Fig. 8). The discussed example comes from the House of Aion and is fragmentarily 
preserved. The surface of the object is porous and the object itself is poorly preserved; 
its upper part is almost split in half. The square mortise is not well worked. The object is 
made of calcarenite and measures 51cm in diameter and 58cm in height.

The lever and screw weight olive oil press was introduced in the Roman Empire in the 
second quarter of the fi rst century ൺൽ.50 The discussed press weight most likely belongs to 

50 Lewit 2007: 119–120.

0 50cm

8. An element of a press weight(?), inv. no. NP SO 44 (Phot. K. Pawlik).
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type 7 of Frankel’s classifi cation51 and type G.6 according to Waliszewski’s typology.52 It is 
also known as Luvim type screw weight. Analogies can be found on the Palestinian coast 
and around Mount Carmel, Israel.53 This might suggest that NP SO 44 could be either an 
import or a local imitation. 

BASINS/BOWLS

Fragments of basins are among the most common group of stone objects found in the last 
occupation phase of Villa of Theseus. They appear in two shapes: rectangular and circular 
or oval. One can distinguish fi ve main types, mainly based on the shape and thickness 
of walls:
– type A – basins with thick walls, irregular, rectilinear in shape but otherwise not homog-
enous in terms of shape; these were made predominately of tufa or local calcarenite; 
– type B – rectangular in shape basins, with thick, straight walls. The diff erence between 
this and the previous type is mainly in manufacture: one can observe that this vessel (one 
fragment has been identifi ed) is more refi ned than basins of type A;
– type C – shallow, rectangular basins;
– type D – small, rounded bowls with a diameter less than 30cm;
– type E – large, shallow bowls with visible, but not well-marked rims. 

Circular or oval vessels (types D and E) are less common than rectangular basins (types 
A, B and C). Most of the vessels are made of calcarenite, with a few exceptions, produced 
from some other type of limestone. It is likely that particular types of basins had diff erent 
functions: some of them were storage vessels but others could have been used for processing 
food or minerals (see also below). 

Tඒඉൾ A

NP SO 18 is a basin with a thick rim (Fig. 9a). The object is quite irregular, rectilinear in 
shape. It is very eroded, with large holes on one side (up to 2cm wide). The rim is fragmen-
tarily preserved. The inner surface54 is smoothened and bottom is covered by a layer of plaster. 
The bottom is not even, but is lowering towards one end. The basin is made of some type of 
porous limestone or tufa. It is 43cm long, 34cm wide and has a preserved height of 19.5cm. 

NP SO 15 is a fragment of a rectilinear basin with a thick rim (Fig. 9b). The edges are 
rounded. The interior is porous. The vessel is rather poorly manufactured. It is made of 
calcarenite. Its dimensions are: length 21cm, width 22cm and height 10cm. 

51 Frankel 1999: 150.
52 Waliszewski 2014: 163.
53 Frankel 1999: Appendix B.
54 In the case of basins and bowls the author does not use the term use surface, but inner surface, because, 

in most of the cases, this surface does not bear traces of usage. 
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9. Basins: a. inv. no. NP SO 18; b. inv. no. NP SO 15; c. inv. no. NP SO 17 (Phot. and drawing: K. Pawlik).

a

b c

NP SO 17 is a fragment of a basin, preserved in two pieces (Fig. 9c). The inner surface is 
porous. It has a thick rim and its edges are rounded. It is made of some sort of limestone 
(with shades of grey and reddish). Its dimensions are: length 20cm, width 33cm and 
height 17cm.

According to a number of authors55 this type of basin was a substitute for press beds. 
However, other scholars56 argue that such basins were used as water containers or troughs 
for animals. Analogies supporting the last interpretation can be found both on late Roman 
sites on Cyprus57 and in Syria.58 Therefore, the last function is plausible. According to 
Wiktor Daszewski59 small enclosures for animals were constructed in some rooms (16, 28 
and 29) of the Villa of Theseus in the later phase of occupation. Six enclosures have 
been recorded in the western wing of the villa. For example, enclosure no. 1 (built in the 

55 Jacobsen 2005: 412–413; originally the hypothesis was formed by Sophocles Hadjisavvas (Hadjisavvas 
1992: 55–59).

56 Mango 2008: 78.
57 Jacobsen 2005: 414–415.
58 Mango 2008: 88.
59 Daszewski 1970: 124.
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north-western corner of room 28) has 1.44m². So modest dimensions could indicate it was 
used for keeping small livestock. Furthermore, the walls that make up the enclosure have 
a maximum height of just over 50cm. Given the archaeological context in which some 
of the type A basins were found, it can be assumed that a number of them were used as 
troughs. On the other hand, NP SO 18 could have been a simple water container, as there 
is evidence of plaster inside it. 

Tඒඉൾ B

NP SO 14 is a fragment of a rectangular in shape basin (Fig. 10a). Its outer surface is 
exceptionally smooth. The inner surface is more porous. The object is made of some type 
of limestone, other than calcarenite. The preserved dimensions are: length 24cm, width 
19cm and height 10.5cm.

Analogous examples from Panayia Ematousa seems to be somewhat shallower than 
vessel from Nea Paphos, and have wider rims than NP SO 14.60 This type could have been 
used for similar purposes as type A basins. 

Tඒඉൾ C

NP SO 16 is a fragment of a basin (Fig. 10b), fl atter and wider than the other examples 
from Nea Paphos. The rim has a rectilinear shape. The inner surface on one side is smooth-
ened to some extent, which might suggest that it has been worked. The basin is made of 
sandstone. It is fragmentarily preserved, having the following dimensions: width 25cm, 
length 43cm and height 8cm.

A similar object has been identifi ed in late Roman Sardis, in a re-used apsidal room 
of a residential building.61 In the late Roman period the room fulfi lled simple industrial 
purposes – Marcus Rautman identifi ed hearths, ovens, vats etc there.62

NP SO 16 looks more refi ned than other basins from Nea Paphos, which may 
possible indicate a work of a diff erent artisan. Based on the morphology of the vessel, 
the author would suggest it could have been used to either soak or rinse cloth or other 
products.

Tඒඉൾ D

NP SO 20 is a small round bowl, preserved in two fragments (Fig. 10c). The rim is not 
very well-marked. The surface is very rough, porous. The inner surface bears traces of 
peck marks. The vessel is made of calcarenite. It is 29–30cm in diameter and the preserved 
height is 16cm.

60 Jacobsen 2005:412–415.
61 Rautman 2011: 25.
62 Rautman 2011: 25.
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It was found during the 1970 excavation season, in the debris of one of the kilns built 
in the late phase of Villa of Theseus. Perhaps it was used to store the burnt lime or func-
tioned as a crucible. No direct analogies are known. 

Tඒඉൾ E

NP SO 03 is a large shallow oval bowl preserved in three fragments (Fig. 11a). The rim is 
partly eroded. The inner surface of the vessel is not even but its central part is smoothened; 
the bottom is thinner than the other walls. The bowl is made of calcarenite. It is 49cm long 
and 44cm wide; the preserved height is 5cm. It might have been use as a mortar, given the 
smoothened inner surface. Alternatively, it functioned as a large plate for food. 

10. Basins: a. inv. no. NP SO 14; b. inv. no. NP SO 16; c. inv. no. NP SO 20 (Phot. and drawing: K. Pawlik).
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11a. Broken bowl, inv. no. NP SO 03; b. bowl, inv. no. NP SO 09; c. unidentifi ed container, inv. no. NP SO 02 (Phot. 
and drawing: K. Pawlik).
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NP SO 09 is a fragment (more than a quarter of the original vessel is preserved) of  an 
oval, fl at bowl (Fig. 11b). The rim is well marked with a groove immediately below (the 
inside of the vessel). A square knob is preserved on the side of the vessel. Its surface is 
rather rough and eroded, hence the fi nal identifi cation whether it is a handle or a spout 
is not possible. The object is made of limestone other than calcarenite. The preserved 
length is 32cm, width – 27cm and height – 10cm. An analogical vessel was found in Panayia 
Ematousa.63 Lena Jacobsen has identifi ed it as a bowl with a knob. According to her, this 
bowl was very similar to the one found in Salamis, with the diff erence that specimen from 
the latter location was made of marble.64 Generally marble bowls from Salamis are deeper 
and have a triangular knob.

If the knob at the rim of NP SO 09 had functioned as a spout, then the vessel was most 
probably used for extracting juices from fruits or vegetables. 

NP SO 02 is clearly diff erent than all the other basins and bowls (Fig. 11c). It has the shape 
of a reversed cone, with a footer as a base. The bottom of the base is fl at. The surface is 
very rough, with many inclusions. Most of them are of organic nature, e.g. shells. Some 
of them are up to 3cm large. The object is made of calcarenite. It has 36cm in diameter 
and the preserved height is 36cm. This seems to be a sort of container. It was found fi lled 
with debris. No traces suggesting its original content were detected. It is without analogies. 
The fact that calcarenite is a rather permeable type of rock could indicate that something 
more solid was stored in the vessel. 

MORTARS

Fragments of mortars are not numerous among the stone fi nds. They form an inhomoge-
neous group. 

NP SO 13 is a fragment of a small rounded mortar (Fig. 12a). It has no marked rim. 
The use surface is smoothened, bearing traces of grinding. The mortar has a square knob 
on the outside. It is made of basalt, has some large red and white particles and quite a lot 
of mica (based on visual inspection). Its diameter is c. 30cm and preserved height – 7cm. 
This small mortar is an imported ware as there are no basalt quarries in Cyprus. 

NP SO 48 is a complete mortar (Fig. 12b). Its shape is irregular; the use surface forms 
a 3cm deep bowl. The object is made of limestone. It has the following dimensions: length 
30cm, width 27cm and height 9cm.

A very similar, but more rounded mortar has been found in Panayia Ematousa.65 Lena 
Jacobsen points out that all mortars at the site were found in Hellenistic and early Roman 
contexts. The object from Nea Paphos comes from a later context. 

63 Jacobsen 2005: 416–417.
64 Chavane 1975: 13, Pl. 1.
65 Jacobsen 2005: 409–410.
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12. Mortars: a. inv. no. NP SO 13; b. inv. no. NP SO 48; c. NP SO 11; d. inv. no. NP SO 10 (Phot. K. Pawlik).

0 50cm

a b c d

The other three mortars are very similar to each other. Their characteristic feature is a fl at 
rim. NP SO 11 (Fig. 12c) has a well-defi ned rim, rectangular in section. The surface is 
rough, but not eroded. The object is made of limestone. It is fragmentarily preserved, with 
a diameter of c. 40cm and preserved height – 11.5cm. There are some traces of plaster 
on its use surface.

A very similar object has been found at Salamis.66 Marie-José Chavane interpreted it 
as a round bowl and suggested it was used in the Roman period (fi rst–third centuries ൺൽ). 

NP SO 10 is another fragmentarily preserved mortar (Fig. 12d). Its use surface is fl at. The 
rim, fl at and well-distinguished, is poorly preserved. The object is made of limestone. Its 
diameter is c. 40cm and preserved height – 10cm. 

NP SO 24 is a fragment of a fl at mortar, very similar to NP SO 10. However, the two 
implements are not parts of the same mortar. The surface is very rough, porous. A small 
part of a well-marked rim is preserved. It is quite thick (c. 9cm; a precise measurement 
was not possible, due to the preservation of the rim). The mortar has a fl at use surface, 
tilted only close to the rim. It is made of limestone (most likely calcarenite). Its diameter 
is c. 40cm and preserved height – 14cm. 

The smooth use surface seems to indicate that these three objects were used as mortars 
or grinding slabs, simple grinding tools intended for individual households rather than 
for collective food production. The lack of more sophisticated milling installations could 
refl ect the modest needs of a small community. 

SPOLIA

In the squatter phase at Nea Paphos architectural elements have been reused in two diff erent 
manners: fi rstly, as building material; secondly, they have been redesigned or reworked to 
served as bowls, basins and grinding stones. 

66 Chavane 1975: 15, Pl. 2 (object 10).
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13a. A bowl with a square-like rim – hewn from a column base – with a square podium, inv. no. NP SO 04; b. column 
shaft, most likely turned into a mortar, inv. no. NP SO 22; c. column base with a shallow basin, inv. no. NP SO 25 
(Phot. and drawing: K. Pawlik).

c

NP SO 04 is a bowl with a square-like rim and a square podium hewn from a column 
base (Fig. 13a). The inside of the bowl is irregular in shape; its diameter is 24cm and 
a maximum depth – 5cm. The surface is very rough and eroded. The rock used for 
manufacturing this object is not attested otherwise in the assemblage from Nea Paphos. 
It might be tufa. The square podium’s dimensions are: 38cm long, 35cm wide and 14cm 
high. There are no indication as to the what could have been stored in this shallow 

b
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bowl. The unclear fi nd context does not help in any way in reconstruction of the 
vessel’s function.

NP SO 22 is a column shaft with a drilled conical opening in the centre (Fig. 13b). The 
object was made of oolithic limestone. It has a diameter of 40cm and a preserved height 
of 20cm. The opening’s diameter is 20cm and its depth is 17cm. The excavators have 
suggested that this object was used as a mortar.67

Partly preserved NP SO 25 is a column base, which has been transformed into a shallow 
basin (Fig. 13c). The basin has an irregular rim (trapezoid in section). In one of the corners 
there is a narrow notch. The surface is rather rough. Holes are visible on the lower side 
of the column base. The rock type cannot be unequivocally determined. The vessel has 

67 Daszewski 1970: 127.

0 50cm

14. Column base with a shallow basin, inv. no. NP SO 42 (Phot. and drawing: K. Pawlik).
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a length of 34cm, width of 22cm, 2cm depth, and a preserved height of 14cm. Perhaps 
similarly to NP SO 16 it was used for soaking or rinsing.

MISCELLANEOUS

NP SO 42 is a cylindrical and hollow stone object, broken on one side (Fig. 14). It was 
found in the House of Aion. The bottom part is either missing or is buried in the ground; 
this could not be unequivocally verifi ed. The entire inner surface is covered with white 
lime/plaster. The outer surface is rough, porous. The object is made of calcarenite. Its 
diameter is 59cm and a preserved height – 45cm. It could have been a storage vessel with 
the plaster as an impregnating material. 

CONCLUSIONS

The above presented analysis of stone implements combined with the results of studies on 
pottery from the site68 allows a probable reconstruction of some of the activities that the last 
inhabitants of Villa of Theseus, and to a lesser extent the House of Anion, were engaged in. 
These were mainly connected with food processing, breeding animals and small-scale indus-
trial output.69 The community organised their working areas according to the labour speci-
fi cation: the western areas (six small enclosures) as well as some rooms in the south-west 
corner70 of the building were used for husbandry, and the southern rooms of Villa of Theseus 
functioned as food (or other material) processing and storage facilities (the squatters’ work-
shop and various storage vessels e.g. NP SO 02, NP SO 20, NP SO 16). In the southern 
part of the villa (rooms 44, 44a), the squatters had built two lime kilns. The evidence 
from the House of Aion points out to a diff erent activity, possibly olive oil production.  

It is not yet certain how and whether squatters used the more advanced installations 
e.g. the Pompeian mill or the lever and screw weight. 
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