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After the Fall of the Caravan Kingdoms
Notes about the Occupation of Sumhuram and the
Area of Khor Rori (Oman) from the Fifth Century Ap
to the Islamic Period

ALEXIA PAVAN

Abstract: Since the beginning of the investigations in the area of Khor Rori and at the
site of Sumhuram, the easternmost outpost of the caravan kingdoms along the southern
coast of the Arabian Peninsula, cultural material and architectural evidence seemed to
exclude frequentation, both permanent and seasonal, during the Islamic period. Indeed,
it was assumed that any form of occupation, which had begun in the second century Bc,
ceased in the fifth century AD, consistent with the historical, economic and cultural scenario
that marked the end of the caravan kingdoms. However, discoveries made during more
recent fieldwork, along with a critical reinterpretation of previously collected data, have
clearly demonstrated the existence of a late occupation of the area, which can be tentatively
dated to the Late Antique period in the case of the burials located nearby and to the Islamic
period in the case of the reoccupation of the site. This paper will discuss the preliminary
results of the re-analysis of the late evidence, focusing on the last architectural structures,
the small finds and some of the pottery.
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From the end of the 1990s to 2019, the Italian Mission to Oman (IMTO), headed by Ales-
sandra Avanzini (University of Pisa), and the Office of the Adviser to His Majesty the Sultan
for Cultural Affairs — merged since 2020 into the Ministry of Heritage and Tourism of the
Sultanate of Oman — carried out an extensive programme of archaeological investigations
focused on the ancient town of Sumhuram (second century Bc — fifth century AD) and on
the surrounding territory of Khor Rori (Figs 1-3).!

! For the discussion of the chronology, see: Avanzini 2008; 2014; Pavan, Degli Esposti 2016; Buffa 2019.
The whole area is today included in the Archaeological Park of Khor Rori, listed since 2000 among the UNESCO
World Heritage sites.
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Sumhuram.
Al-Balid g~

1. Location of the main sites mentioned in the paper
along the south Arabian coast (Retrieved from Google
Earth; processing: A. Pavan).

2. Aerial view of the site of Sumhuram (a), with indication of Hamr al-Shargiya (c), and the location of the mosque
(b) along the lagoon formed by wadi Darbat. The boat-shaped graves east of the town are located just outside (a) the
city walls of Sumhuram (Retrieved from Google Earth; processing: A. Pavan).
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3. Panoramic picture of Sumhuram (Phot. S. Bizzarri).

Over the years, fieldwork extra moenia included the excavations of a number of struc-
tures coeval to the settlement, such as a temple located along the lagoon,* a few cave tombs
excavated in some rocky outcrops placed north of the town,® and a number of partially
preserved rectangular premises, standing east of Sumhuram,* possibly connected with the
agricultural exploitation of the area, also mirrored in channels and small dams recognised in
the territory nearby. With the aim of broadly studying the occupational patterns in the area
from a diachronic perspective, a mosque, erected on a platform according to the typical
arrangement of the Islamic religious buildings in the southernmost region of the Sultanate
of Oman,’ was excavated in 2006. Two occupation phases, close in time and reflected
in two different architectural arrangements, were identified during the archaeological

2 The archaeological evidence related to the temple, not attributed to a precise deity, has been discussed
in Pavan, Sedov 2008.

3 For the preliminary results of the excavation of the cave tombs see the reports SUMO05A and SUMO05B,
available at the website: Arabiantica.

* For the preliminary results of the excavation of these structures see the report SUMO04A available at the
website: Arabiantica.

5 Costa 2001.
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investigation of the mosque, although it was not possible to date them due to the absence
of diagnostic materials.®

Two intensive geo-archaeological surveys were carried out, respectively conducted
at the end of the 1990s by Mauro Cremaschi and Francesco Negrino, and in 2006 by
Cremaschi and Alessandro Perego, University of Milan La Statale. The latter activities
led to the identification of more than 1,000 sites in the area of Khor Rori including cairns,
megalithic monuments, hut bases, scattered flints, portions of buildings — considered coeval
to Sumhuram — scattered pottery, stone alignments, and stone circles overall mirroring
a long occupation of the area from the Bronze Age to the Islamic period.’

Recently, the archaeological works on the top of the Inqitat, also known as Hamr
al-Sharqiya or Inqgitat Mirbat, the eastern of the two rocky promontories which naturally
close the harbour (see Figs 2-3), have been resumed after some previous investigations
carried on by IMTO at the beginning of 2000s.® At that time, the study of the pottery
unearthed in the small and fortified entrepot located on the top of the cliff, led to the
identification of two main occupation phases, respectively dated to the tenth century and
to very end of the tenth century/beginning of the eleventh century Ap.’

The excavations carried out on the Ingitat in the most recent years, which are still
continuing within the scope of the Dhomiap Project directed by Silvia Lischi, provide
fresh and new data, confirming a continuity in the occupation of the territory over a long
time-span, ranging from the Bronze Age to the Islamic period, and opening new interesting
perspectives of research about the newly defined Dhofar Coastal Culture.'

Thus, a broader and more complex archaeological landscape has been emerging, driving
us to critically re-analyse and re-discuss the occupational patterns in the area of Khor Rori
and at the town of Sumhuram itself after the fifth century Ap, during the so-called Late
Antiquity (AD 400-750) and the following early (750-1050) and middle (1050—1650)
Islamic period.!!

The whole pottery assemblage related to the latest occupational period of the town,
including the fragments unearthed during the extra moenia investigations, is currently
under study by the author. This contribution, therefore, will be focused on the discussion of
the latest ephemeral architectural structures unearthed in the town, of the most significant
pottery already published and of some small finds dated to the Islamic period.

¢ The building is currently under study by the author and will not be discussed in detail in this paper.

7 Cremaschi, Negrino 2002; Cremaschi, Perego 2008. For recent survey in Dhofar and the discussion of
occupational patterns in the region, see Garba 2020.

8 Avanzini et al. 2001: 49-59.

? See Rougeulle 2008: 654 for the definition of entrepdt and the discussion of the chronology.

19 Lischi 2019a; 2019b; 2023.

" For the periodisation see Power 2015.
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THE DEMISE OF SUMHURAM

The fifth century AD has been generally considered as the period when the fortified settle-
ment of Sumhuram was definitely abandoned.'> This dating has been univocally consid-
ered reliable since the beginning of the excavations, supported by a number of cultural,
historical, and paleo-environmental data and by a '*C sample which provided an estimated
calibrated date of about AD 425 for the last occupational phase of the town.!* Recent studies
on the pottery assemblage unearthed in Sumhuram'* revealed that, from the second half
of the third century AD, the city recorded a dramatic drop in imported materials from the
western regions gravitating around the Mediterranean Sea. Until this period, the import of
ceramic material was abundant and easily recognisable, mainly consisting of amphorae,
with a predominance of Dressel 2—4 from the Tyrrhenian coast, Vesuvius, Nile alluvium
and Mareotis,'* and a number of fragments of terra sigillata — mainly Eastern Sigillata B,
Italian Sigillata and, in smaller numbers, Eastern Sigillata A.'¢

As for the following centuries, a single fragment of San Lorenzo amphora, manufac-
tured between the third and the fifth century aAp, together with five fragments of Aqgaba
amphorae, usually dated from the middle of the fourth/fifth century AD until the early Islamic
period,'” have to be considered indicative of the connections with the Mediterrancan/Red
Sea regions during the last occupational phase of Sumhuram.

Regarding ceramics from the African coast, some Aksumite pottery was unearthed during
the excavations, and it includes an almost complete globular jar with the base interior deco-
rated with a stamped medallion, an amphora-like jar with double handle and ring base,'®
together with some handles and body sherds belonging to fragmentary containers of an
unidentified shape in Brown and Red Aksumite Ware."” This corpus, albeit not abundant,
finds interesting comparisons in the pottery assemblage discovered in Aksum and dated
from the fourth/fifth century AD onwards.?

Despite the scarcity of pottery from the Mediterranean and the Red Sea regions, the
archaeological contexts dated from the third to the fifth century AD reveal a quite remark-
able amount of pottery manufactured in the Gulf area, consisting of a large number of
glazed vessels,” as well as Indian storage vessels and cooking pots, mirroring the shift in

12 Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 38; Avanzini 2008: 625-629; Buffa 2019.

13 Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 37.

4 Pavan 2017 with some further considerations in Buffa 2019: 266-273.

15 Sedov, Benvenuti 2002: 180-181, 200-203, 237, 244; Tomber 2017: 322-325, 350-390.

16 Comfort 1960; Sedov, Benvenuti 2002: 185, 192, 246-248; Tomber 2017: 325, 333-340.

17 Tomber 2017: 324, 375, 384.

18 Pavan 2017: 216, PL. 65/1.

1 The author presented these materials during the poster session of the 23 Rencontres Sabéennes. Out of
Arabia: South Arabian long-distance trade in antiquity, held in Vienna, University of Vienna, on 13—15 June
2019. For the description of the Aksumite wares attested in Sumhuram, see Pavan 2017: 20, 27.

20 Wilding 1989: 275, Fig. 16/257, 259; 284, Fig. 16/307.

2l Most of the glazed vessels consist of bowls with flared or rounded walls, an angular profile, carinated
bowls with different types of rim and plates with overhanging rim (the so-called fish plates). The glazed pottery
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commercial routes from the Mediterranean and Red Sea regions to the Gulf area and the
Indian subcontinent. 2 Therefore, the pottery materials from Sumhuram seem to perfectly
match the political, economical and historical dynamics developed in south Arabia and
along the western Indian Ocean after the third century AD.

The town of Sumhuram, which was founded by the Hadrami in the second century BC,
managed to survive the defeat of the kingdom of Hadramawt by the Himyarites at the end
of the third century AD. However, it faced a prolonged decline, aggravated by the progres-
sive siltation of its natural port. The widening of the sand barrier placed between the two
rocky outcrops which naturally protected the harbour gradually isolated the lagoon from
the ocean,” marking the end of the city port. Moreover, the Aksumite and Sasanian empires
started to become strong and powerful competitors in international trade, fostering the
progressive weakening of the caravan kingdoms, culminating with the end of Himyar in
AD 525. The demise of Sumhuram in the fifth century perfectly fitted this general scenario.

Further work at the site, however, seemed to call into question this historical reconstruc-
tion, taken for granted after the first decade of investigations at the site.

This first intuition about a late (i.e. Islamic) phase of occupation came from Alexander
Sedov who, during the IMTO’s 2011 autumn campaign, wrote: ‘It seems quite probable
that the ruins [of the building] were re-occupied in mediaeval times, when several small
houses and shelters were built on the remains of the ancient town’.?* This idea was later
confirmed, as we will see in this preliminary note, by further field work and the discovery
of a number of artefacts and pottery definitely dated to the Islamic period.

DATING THE LAST OCCUPATIONAL PHASE OF THE TOWN

The intensive excavations of the walled city of Sumhuram enabled the recognition of
a number of quarters with specific functions (Fig. 4). The structures related to the latest
occupation of the town will be discussed according to each area with particular reference
to the portions of the city named as B, F and A.

AREA B

The south-eastern portion of the town, conventionally named Area B, has been the object
of investigations by the American Foundation for the Study of Man (AFSM), under the
direction of Frank P. Albright, since the 1950s, when a quarter devoted to storage and
metal production was identified upon the discovery of some rooms, interpreted as bins,

from Sumhuram finds significant comparisons in the assemblages from ed-Dur, Mleiha, Qala’at al-Barhrein
and Failaka; see Pavan 2017: 120-126.

22 Buffa 2019: 266-273.

23 Horn, Cremaschi 2004.

24 For the preliminary results of the excavation carried on between October and December 2011 (SUM11C),
see the website Arabiantica.



AFTER THE FALL OF THE CARAVAN KINGDOMS 117

4. General plan of Sumhuram with the excavation areas (Buffa (Ed.) 2019: 10).

and of a space which could be the possible mint of the town.? In the same area, during the
first excavations conducted by the IMTO at the end of the 1990s, a number of post-holes
related to huts and the reuse of some building materials (masonry blocks) were noticed.
The 1997 and 1998 field seasons allowed the identification of four main occupational
phases with the uppermost two (levels 1-2) characterised by ‘squatting’ features. Daniele
Morandi Bonacossi, director of the first field operations of the IMTO, recorded the evidence
of very simple structures, unearthed about 10-30cm below the topsoil, built above the
ruins of previous buildings (Fig. 5).2° Some of these structures have a circular shape and
can be compared with the traditional dwellings built by local communities (Jibbali) living
on the mountains. They comprise a stone foundation and are covered by a dome structure
made with wooden poles and branches radiating from a central pillar made from a large

2 Albright 1982: 32-34.
20 Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 31.
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5. Structures belonging
to the squatting phase
of Sumhuram (Morandi
Bonacossi 2002: 32,
Fig. 1).

trunk.?” Such constructions were in use in the region of Dhofar from the Iron Age, or even
before, both in the Salalah plain and in the interior, as witnessed by the site of Tagah 60,
investigated in 1992 by the Transarabia Expedition directed by Juris Zarins,?® and by the
geo-archaeological surveys conducted by Cremaschi, who noticed the occurrence of circular
structures in the area of wadi Darbat, just north of Sumhuram, and in the pre-desertic
Nejd region.” Recent discoveries on the promontory of Ingitat (see Figs 2-3) brought to
light a settlement extending over two hectares with a number of circular, sub-oval and
sub-rectangular structures, the distribution of which indicate a certain social complexity
and a continuous occupation from the fourth century Bc to the first/second century ap.>
Today, similar structures are still used in the region as animal pens linked with seasonal
pastoral activities.

27 For an architectural and anthropological study of these structures, see Sale 1980: 4348, Pls A-B. A re-
analysis of these evidence has been recently discussed by Lischi and the author at the conference Primo Con-
gresso di Archeologia del Paesaggio e Geografia Storica del Vicino Oriente, held in Rome, 5" October 2021.

28 Zarins 2001: 72-73; Newton, Zarins 2017: 22-24.

2 Cremaschi, Negrino 2002.

3% Lischi 2019a; 2019b.
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6. Juglet inv. no. US236,4; h. 11.5cm,
diam. 6¢cm, th. 0.5cm (Pavan 2017: 161,
Pl. 34/3).

At Sumhuram, Morandi Bonacossi dated these dwellings to the late occupation of the
town in the early fifth century AD, on the basis of the general historical context and of
a *C sample dating back to ap 425 — calibrated date — obtained from charcoal collected
from an ashy layer covering a trodden floor in a hut with stone wall bases.?!

Evidence of productive activities such as smelting and smiting in Area B,* confirmed
a double vocation (commercial and productive) of this quarter and evidenced a long conti-
nuity in the occupation of this portion of the town.

In 2007, a garbage heap located north of the storage bins, where rows of aligned stones
were clearly visible just underneath the surface, was excavated.®> This accumulation,
named SU236, mainly consisted of a large amount of organic matter, such as fish bones
and mammal bones, with abundant ashy lenses and charcoal flakes. Interesting was the fact
that the pottery material discovered during the investigations included many sherds with
mending holes or other traces of re-use, suggesting the prolonged use of several vessels.
The finding of an almost complete juglet (Fig. 6), lacking only the handle and large part
of the plain rim and flat base, was particularly interesting.** The juglet was hand-made in
a poor quality fabric, rich in grit temper including calcium carbonate grits clearly visible
to the naked eye. At the moment of the discovery, it was tentatively attributed to local
production.®* The juglet finds no comparison in the ceramic assemblage unearthed at
Sumhuram and, more generally, in pre-Islamic south Arabia where jugs and juglets are very
rare. The fabric and the surface treatment — limited to a simple wet smoothing — presents
striking comparisons with the so-called Grit Ware (GW), featuring a large number of
locally manufactured vessels, discovered at the Islamic site of al-Balid (ancient Zafar),
50km west of Sumhuram.3®

31 Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 31-33, 37, n. 15.
32 Chiarantini, Benvenuti 2011.
For the preliminary results of the excavation of 2007, see website Arabiantica.

3 Pavan 2017: 110, P1. 34, inv. no. US236.,4.

35 For a discussion of local pottery in pre-Islamic Dhofar, see: Sedov, Benvenuti 2002: 195-199; Pallecchi,
Pavan 2011, and, more recently, Lischi, Pavan Fusaro 2022 where the conservatism of the pottery production
in south Oman over time is highlighted.

3¢ Fusaro 2019: 132-133; 2020: 72; for a general overview of the recent works at al-Balid, see Pavan
et al. 2020.

33
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Sumhuram 2011 C !
Area B

7. Plan of Area B, with a detail of Building BB2 after the investigations of Fall 2011 (Drawing: Esplorativa Architetti).

Late occupation of a few rooms of buildings BB1 and BB2, located in Area B at
Sumhuram, was noticed by Sedov during the Fall campaign of 2011, allowing the first
formulation of the hypothesis of an Islamic occupation of the city (see above). The archi-
tectural evidence related to this re-occupation consists of irregular premises built with
dressed or roughly-dressed masonry blocks (Fig. 7), re-used from the buildings belonging
to the earlier phase of the town (second century BC — fifth century AD).

The cultural deposits were quite poor, made of greyish, rather compact loam with ashy
lenses, charcoal flakes and a large number of limestone and sandstone masonry blocks
collapsed from the surrounding walls.’” These contained mainly marine shells and animal
bones, together with a consistent number of stone tools such as very simple hand-stones
and multifunctional utensils. The pottery assemblage is definitely scarce and consists of
a few worn body sherds that cannot be easily fitted into a chronological framework. Surpris-
ingly, in such a modest archaeological context, just beneath the surface layer, an almost

37 For a detailed discussion of the stratigraphy and the findings, see the report SUM11C available at the
website Arabiantica.
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8. Glass bottle inv. no. G167; h. 11cm,

; 0 5cm
max. diam. 10.5cm (Phot. A. Pavan). L | J

complete glass globular bottle was discovered (Fig. 8).® Lacking the rim, the bottle is
decorated in the lower half of the body with the so-called ring-and-dot or omphalos motif,
made of a raised ring with a small disk in relief in its centre. The upper part of the vessel
is plain. This pattern, which originally belonged to the Sasanian iconographic milieu, was
later adopted by Islamic glassmakers® and became quite popular in the Iranian regions
between the ninth and twelfth century Ap.* The bottle is the first clear evidence of Islamic
imports to the town and it seems contemporary to the occupation of the Islamic settlement
on the Inqitat (see above). Thus, it is possible to put forward the cautious hypothesis of an
occupation of the city between the tenth and twelfth centuries AD.

AREA F

Occupational patterns similar to those described for Area B, were brought to light in Area F,
the western portion of the city (Fig. 4) where the main temple of the town, dedicated to the
god Sin, was erected.*! In a couple of rooms abutting one of the recesses of the city wall,

3% The bottle was discovered in room A185, Building BB2, US531,1.
9 Carboni 2001: 208.

0 Carboni 2001: 232, 248, 254; Lukens 1965: 207.

4 Sedov 2008a.

w

IS
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9. Boat-shaped grave in Sumhuram (Avanzini et al. 2001: 48, Fig. 42).

excavated at the time by the AFSM, some very poorly made walls belonging to ephemeral
structures with undefined shapes, were excavated and later removed by the IMTO in 2008.

The late activity and a different use of this portion of the town was moreover evidenced
by the discovery of a small empty boat-shaped grave, dug through the layers belonging to
the last occupational phase of square A20, in front of the main temple of Sumhuram, in
2000 (Fig. 9).* The grave, which constitutes a typical marker (see below) for the occupa-
tion of the territory of Khor Rori during the so-called Late Antiquity (Ap 400—750), was
dated, at the moment of the discovery, to the period between Ap 300 and 350, during the
third occupational phase of the town.*

In 2010, Zarins, in an article about the boat-shaped graves,* discussed the dating of
the Sumhuram burial, finding indirect confirmation for a late and partial reoccupation of the
settlement in a whole series of *C dates obtained from samples collected in different areas
of the city.* Some of these dates, referable to archacological contexts in Area F, could

42 Avanzini et al. 2001: 47-48.

4 Avanzini et al. 2001: 49.

44 Zarins 2010.

4 See Avanzini (Ed.) 2008: 727-736, Appendix 1. Radiocarbon dates and chronological sequence of
Sumhuram.
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therefore corroborate a reoccupation of the area between the seventh and the first half of the
twelfth century, thus in line with the generally accepted dating for boat-shaped graves and
coeval with the two occupational phases of the entrepdt on the Ingitat.

In area F and specifically from the open square A20, facing the main temple of the city,
an Islamic coin (Fig. 10a) was discovered in 2016. Minted in bronze, the coin’s obverse is
totally obliterated. Although not clearly readable in the reverse, the coin has been recog-
nised as an African issue, possibly linked with one of the Sultans of Mogadishu, and it
is dated between the ninth and the thirteenth century Ap.* The presence of such coins,
minted in East Africa, appears as a common feature along the coast of Dhofar during the
medieval time, as shown by the findings from al-Balid where a good number of issues of
the dynasties ruling over Kilwa were discovered.*’

AREA A

Area A, the residential quarter of Sumhuram (Fig. 4), also showed evidence of late frequen-
tation and/or occupation, consisting not of architectural remains, but of pits and fireplaces,
dug in floors related to the last period of occupation of the monumental town.*

Pottery fragments discovered in the filling of a pit (US111) associated with a very late
floor brought to light in Building BA4 are, for example, well representative of Islamic
productions.®” The Indian cooking pot (Fig. 10b)* is characterised by an externally projecting
rim and multiple grooves on the upper part of the shoulder, which appears typical of the
late (i.e. Islamic) assemblage from Arikamedu, in South India,’! and finds additional
comparisons in numerous Indian cooking pots unearthed at al-Balid during the excavations
of Zarins and Lynne Newton and the more recent investigations of the citadel.>> Another
fragment of a base (Fig. 10¢)> is typical of a number of Indian large hole-mouth vessels
lacking the handles and with the base decorated with the paddle-and-anvil technique,
a method of manufacture in use from the early centuries AD and still adopted in southern
India for shaping the bases of cooking vessels or large water jars similar to the discussed
sample.* This combination of shape and decoration occurs in several places along the
southern coast of Oman, with some very close comparisons in vessels from al-Balid, where
it is dated to the middle Islamic period.*

4 The coin was identified by Arturo Annucci and Roberta Giunta whom I thank for their helpful cooperation.

47 Pavan et al. 2020: 194-197.

4 Buffa, Sedov 2008: 35.

4 Buffa, Sedov 2008: 45.

30 Sedov 2008b: 102—-103, Pl. 21/4; Pavan 2017: 44.

51 Begley 2004: 240241, nos 3.243, 3.244, 3.245, 3.246 etc.

2 Newton, Zarins 2014: 264, Fig. 7, 1-5-16-18; Fusaro 2020: 8688, Fig. 27.

3 Sedov 2008b: 104-105, P1. 22/4; Pavan 2017: 211, n. 57.

3% Pavan 2017: 26-27.

35 Newton, Zarins 2014: 262-263, Fig. 6/12. Several body sherds and a jar with out-turned rim have been
moreover discovered in Sumhuram but they are dated to the pre-Islamic period.
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f

10. Coin and pottery from Sumhuram, not to scale: a. inv. no. Co1010, 1.45 x 1.5cm, 2.7g; b. cooking pot,

inv. no. US111,3, diam. 23cm, th. 0.6cm; c. large jar, inv. no. US111,10, diam. 38cm, th. 1.2c¢m; d. lid-cum-bowl,
inv. no. US111,11, diam. 13cm, th. 1.3cm; e. bowl with perforated handle, inv. no. US111,2, diam. 13cm, th. 0.8cm;
f. bowl with perforated handle, inv. no. US111,1, diam. 16cm, th. 1.1cm (a. Phot. G. Buonomini; b-f. Sedov 2008b:
Pls 21/6, 22/1-4).

Also, the complete lid-cum-bowl (Fig. 10d)*® was manufactured in India and belongs
to a long tradition of lid/containers which started to be produced in the first century BC
and remained in use until the Middle Ages.”” However, despite the conservatism of the
type, it is possible to appreciate over time a gradual disappearance of the rim which, in
the medieval samples, is almost absent, as in the discussed example.

6 Sedov 2008b: 104-105, P1. 21/4; Pavan 2017: 90-91, P1. 17/8.
57 For a diachronic discussion of the type, see Pavan 2017: 56.
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11. Board game,
inv. no. S3137
(Phot. S. Al-Tabook).

0 10cm
| S S v

Finally, a couple of very rare bowls (Fig. 10e-f)*® with dimpled concave bases and
pierced lugs were also found in the pit. The vessels are handmade, with incurving walls
and vertically perforated lugs, and they are manufactured with highly micaceous ware.
The only comparison known at the moment to the author comes from a pot found in Hamr
al-Sharqiya which presents also a similar fabric and it is dated between the tenth and the
very beginning of eleventh century Ap.%

SURFACE FINDINGS

A couple of board games should be added to the evidence dated to the Islamic period
(Fig. 11).°° These objects were collected from the surface during the excavations at
Sumhuram, and have been interpreted as evidence of the recreational activities that took
place in the city, likely in its later phase of occupation. These board games find good
comparisons in a number of similar objects discovered in archaeological contexts dated to
the mediaeval period in different areas of the city of al-Balid,®' where in one case the board
was re-employed within the masonry of the citadel, in Wubar,% and close to the ruins of the
mosque along the lagoon in the area of Khor Rori.** Recently discussed within the frame
of the discoveries made along the seashore of Salalah, these board games, also known by

5% Sedov 2008b: 102103, P1. 22/2-3; Pavan 2017: 118, 172-174, P1. 40/8-9.

% Rougeulle 2008: 660—661, P1. 2/7.

% Tnv. nos S3136 and S3137. I wish to thank Ali Al-Kathiri and Salim Al-Tabook for the kind help in find-
ing the pieces, currently in the store of the Museum of the Frankincense Land in Salalah.

¢! The pieces ID0668 and BA16A.0176.W14 are currently included in the museum collection of the Museum
of the Frankincense Land in Salalah.

2 See ID0264 and ID0263, currently exhibited at the Museum of the Frankincense Land.

% See footnote 6, above.
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12. Cluster of boat-shaped graves located at the foothill of Sumhuram (Phot. A. Pavan).

the name of mancala, are generally associated with the middle and late Islamic periods,®*
thus indirectly confirming a late occupation of the site of Sumhuram.

THE BOAT-SHAPED GRAVES

Boat-shaped graves, elliptical in shape and made of stones of different sizes, constitute
a type of funerary monuments which can be considered a peculiarity of the region of
Dhofar (south-western Oman) and of the Mahra Governorate (eastern Yemen), with some
sporadic occurrences on the island of Socotra.® Recently discussed in detail by Zarins,*
these funerary monuments are still not fully understood. Who built these graves and what
was the religion of the people buried inside them is still a matter of debate. Their date
is also uncertain: they are generally placed within a long time span between AD 400 and
1000 on the basis of stratigraphy and associated pottery,’ but a single '“C uncalibrated date

64 Charpentier et al. 2014.

5 Zarins 1997: 652; Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 43, n. 31.
6 Zarins 2010.

67 Zarins 2010.
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(AaD 880 + 50) is currently available, obtained from a body buried in the graveyard located
about 2km northwest of Khor Rori (see below).®® No grave goods were found associated
with the boat-shaped graves.

Boat-shaped graves are frequent in the area around the town of Sumhuram. About
200-250 graves belonging to this type were noted by Albright during his excavations at
Sumhuram,® but only about 50, grouped in clusters, have been possible to count to date
(see Figs. 12).

According to Albright, these structures were built during the last occupational phases of
the city, as evidenced by the fact that, for their construction, materials originally employed
in the masonry of Sumhuran were reused. They are generally considered not Islamic. This
would be confirmed also by the position of the inhumed body in the only grave excavated
by Albright, which is ‘lying on his back with the pelvis and legs bent at the elbows with
the forearms folded across the stomach’.”

A large cemetery (KR55 and KR56) consisting of more than 400 tombs (including tumuli
and boat-shaped graves) was surveyed about 2km north-west of the city of Sumhuram, at
the base of a natural terrace overlooking the lagoon fed by wadi Darbat.”!

In reconsidering the occupation and different use of the area of Khor Rori from
a diachronic perspective, therefore, a consideration of this funerary evidence cannot be
overlooked, as it has the potential to provide a record of the area in what is the most critical
and least evidenced period in the history of southern Arabia, namely Late Antiquity.

CONCLUSIONS

From the beginning of the investigations at Sumhuram, cultural material and architectural
pieces of evidence have seemed to exclude frequentation, either permanent or seasonal and
with squatting features, during the Islamic period: any form of occupation was thought to
have ceased in the fifth century ap, consistent with the historical, economic and cultural
scenario that characterised the end of the caravan kingdoms. However, discoveries made
during more recent fieldwork, along with a critical reinterpretation of previously collected
data, have clearly demonstrated the existence of a late occupation at Sumhuram, which
can be dated with certainty to Late Antiquity for burials and to the Islamic period for reoc-
cupation of the site. Ephemeral structures consisting of huts or circular dwellings have
been recognised, together with buildings comprising irregular premises that re-used more
ancient construction materials.

The occurrence of evidence dated to the Islamic period in the area of Khor Rori adds
a small but significant piece to the set of evidence of the period in coastal Dhofar, not
yet investigated from a broader perspective. Several sites, datable to the Islamic period,

% Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 43-45, n. 38.
% Albright 1982: 40.

7 Albright 1982: 40.

7l Morandi Bonacossi 2002: 43-45, 60-61.
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were identified by the surveys conducted by Zarins” and subsequently by Zarins with
Newton,” but very few have been archaeologically excavated.” For this reason, the dating
of many settlements is doubtful and it is, therefore, still quite difficult to outline the sites
distribution and occupation patterns of Dhofar starting from the end of the caravan king-
doms throughout the whole Islamic period. The foundation date of the site of al-Balid
itself, the largest in the region and one of the most important in the whole of south Arabia
in Islamic times, is still uncertain despite the numerous excavations, albeit not continuous,
conducted over the past 70 years.

The data relating to the latest occupation of Sumhuram are still difficult to frame within
a more specific range of time and, hopefully, the forthcoming study of the pottery assemblage
will provide helpful new data. It is however highly probable that this late occupation was
contemporary to the entrepot investigated on the nearby Inqitat and even later, considering
the discussed comparison between the excavated pottery and the assemblage dated to the
middle Islamic period unearthed at al-Balid.

References

Albright, F.P. 1982: The American Archaeological Expedition in Dhofar, Oman, 1952—-1953,
Washington DC

Arabiantica: http://www.arabiantica.it/ (accessed March 29, 2023)

Atlas of Dhofar 2013: Atlas of archaeological survey in Governorate of Dhofar, Sultanate
of Oman, Muscat 2013

Avanzini, A. (Ed.) 2002: Khor Rori Report 1, Arabia Antica 1, Pisa

Avanzini, A. 2008: Notes for a History of Sumhuram and a new Inscription of Yashhur’il,
[in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port in Arabia between Rome and the Indian Ocean
(3¢ C. BC-5" C. AD), Khor Rori Report 2, Arabia Antica 5, Rome, 609-641

Avanzini, A. (Ed.) 2008: A Port in Arabia between Rome and the Indian Ocean (3" C. BC—
5% C. AD), Khor Rori Report 2, Arabia Antica 5, Rome

Avanzini, A. 2014: Un port d’Arabie entre Rome et I’Inde, CRAIBL 158/1, 485508

Avanzini, A., Buffa, V., Lombardi, A., Orazi, R., Sedov, A. 2001: Excavations and resto-
ration of the complex of Khor Rori interim report (October 2000—April 2001),
EVO 24, 5-63

Begley, V. 2004: Pottery from the 1992 Excavations in the southern Sector, [in:] Begley, V.,
Francis, Jr. P.,, Karashima, N., Raman, K.V., Sidebotham, S.E., Lyding Will, E. (Eds),
The ancient Port of Arikamedu: New Excavations and Researches 1989-1992,
Vol. 2, EFEO Mémoires archéologiques 22/2, Paris, 104-323

Buffa, V. 2019: Stratigraphy, chronology of Sumhuram, [in:] Buffa, V. (Ed.), Sumhuram:
The becoming of the town, Khor Rori Report 4, Arabia Antica 16, Rome, 247-273

2 Transarabia Survey 1990-1995; see Zarins 2001.
> Dhofar Survey, see: Zarins 2007; Atlas of Dhofar 2013; Newton, Zarins 2017: 42-52.
™ Albright 1982; Avanzini ef al. 2001; Rougeulle 2008.



AFTER THE FALL OF THE CARAVAN KINGDOMS 129

Buffa, V. (Ed.) 2019: Sumhuram: The becoming of the town, Khor Rori Report 4, Arabia
Antica 16, Rome

Buffa, V., Sedov, A.V. 2008: The residential quarter: Area A, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port
in Arabia between Rome and the Indian Ocean (3" C. BC-5" C. AD), Khor Rori
Report 2, Arabia Antica 5, Rome, 15-59

Carboni, S. 2001: Glass from Islamic Lands, London

Charpentier, V., De Voogt, A., Crassard, R., Berger, J.-F., Borgi, F., Al-Mashani, A. 2014:
Games on the seashore of Salalah: the discovery of mancala games in Dhofar,
Sultanate of Oman, 44E 25/1, 115-120

Chiarantini, L., Benvenuti, M. 2011: Sumhuram as Centre of Production: the Metal
Working, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), Along the Aroma and Spice Routes. The Harbour
of Sumhuram, its Territory and the Trade between the Mediterranean, Arabia and
India, Pontedera, 6579

Comfort, H. 1960: Some imported pottery at Khor Rori (Dhofar), BASOR 160, 15-20

Costa, P.M. 2001: Historic mosques and shrines of Oman, BAR-1S 938, Oxford

Cremaschi, M., Negrino, F. 2002: The frankincense road of Sumhuram: palacoenviron-
mental and prehistorical background, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), Khor Rori Report 1,
Arabia Antica 1, Pisa, 325-363

Cremaschi, M., Perego, A. 2008: Patterns of land use and settlements in the surroundings
of Sumhuram. An intensive geo-archaeological survey at Khor Rori: report of field
season February 20006, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port in Arabia between Rome
and the Indian Ocean (3" C. BC-5" C. AD), Khor Rori Report 2, Arabia Antica 5,
Rome, 563-607

Fusaro, A. 2019: New Project on Islamic ceramics from al-Balid: Chronology, Technology,
Tradition, and Provenance, PSArabStud 49, 129-146

Fusaro, A. 2020: The Islamic Port of al-Balid (Oman), between Land and Sea: Place of
Trade, Exchange, Diversity, and Coexistence, Journal of Material Cultures in the
Muslim World 1, 67-95

Garba, R. 2020: Triliths: Hinterland Monuments of Ancient Nomads, [in:] Cleuziou, S.,
Tosi, M., Frenez, D., Garba, R. (Eds), In the Shadow of the Ancestors: The Prehis-
toric Foundations of the Early Arabian Civilization in Oman, Muscat, 500-510

Hoorn, C., Cremaschi, M. 2004: Late Holocene paleoenvironmental history of Khawr
Rawri and Khawr Al Balid (Dhofar, Sultanate of Oman), Paleogeography, Paleo-
climatology, Paleoecology 213/1-2, 1-36

Lischi, S. 2019a: Dal Paleolitico al Periodo Islamico: la Storia del Dhofar attraverso lo
studio archeolgico dell’Inqitat, [in:] Frenez, D., Cattani, M. (Eds), Sognatori. 40
Anni di Ricerche Archeologiche Italiane in Oman/Dreamers. 40 Years of Italian
Archaeological Research in Oman, Roma, 149-151

Lischi, S. 2019b: Risultati preliminari delle ricerche archeologiche presso 1’insediamento
HASTI di Ingitat, Dhofar (2016-2019), EVO 42, 119-133

Lischi, S. 2023: A first definition of the Dhofar Coastal Culture: Archaeological explora-
tion on the Inqitat promontory in the Khor Rori area (Dhofar, Sultanate of Oman),
Ancient Civilization and Cultural Resources 1, 23-38



130 ALEXIA PAVAN

Lischi, S., Pavan, A., Fusaro, A. 2022: La ceramica locale in Dhofar (Oman meridionale):
tipi, tecniche produttive e circolazione dall’Eta del Ferro al periodo Islamico,
[in:] Graziani, S., Lacerenza, G. (Eds), Egitto e Vicino Oriente antico tra passato
e futuro. The Stream of Tradition: la genesi e il perpetuarsi delle tradizioni in
Egitto e nel Vicino Oriente antico, Series Minor XCVI, Napoli, 169—178

Lukens, M.G. 1965: Medieval Islamic Glass, BMMA 23/6, 197-208

Morandi Bonacossi, D. 2002: Excavations at Khor Rori: the 1997 and 1998 Campaigns,
[in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), Khor Rori Report 1, Arabia Antica 1, Pisa, 29-69

Newton, L.S., Zarins, J. 2014: A Possible Indian Quarter at al-Baleed in the fourteenth-
seventeenth Centuries AD?, PSArabStud 44, 257-276

Newton, L.S., Zarins, J. 2017: Dhofar Through the Ages. An Ecological, Archaeolog-
ical and Historical Landscape, The Archaeological Heritage of Oman, Vol. 1,
Muscat

Pallecchi, P., Pavan, A. 2011: Local raw materials used by craftsmen and in the devel-
opment of the city of Sumhuram, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), Along the Aroma and
Spice Routes. The Harbour of Sumhuram, its Territory and the Trade between the
Mediterranean, Arabia and India, Pontedera, 81-92

Pavan, A. 2017: A Cosmopolitan City on the Arabian Coast. The imported and local pottery
from Khor Rori, Khor Rori Report 3, Arabia Antica 12, Rome

Pavan, A., Degli Esposti, M. 2016: The urban shrine in Quarter A at Sumhuram. Stratigraphy,
Architecture, Material Culture, Quaderni di Arabia Antica 4, Rome

Pavan, A., Fusaro, A., Visconti, C., Ghidoni, A., Annucci, A. 2020: New Researches at
the Port of Al Balid and its Castle (Husn): Interim Report (2016-2018), Journal
of Oman Studies 21, 172—-199

Pavan, A., Sedov, A. 2008: Religious architecture in Sumhuram: the extra-muros temple,
[in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port in Arabia between Rome and the Indian Ocean
(3 C. BC-5™ C. AD), Khor Rori Report 2, Arabia Antica 5, Rome, 261-272

Power, T. 2015: A First Ceramic Chronology for the Late Islamic Arabian Gulf, Journal
of Islamic Archaeology 2/1, 1-33

Rougeulle, A. 2008: A Medieval entrepdt at Khor Rori? The study of the Islamic ceramics
from al-Hamr al-Sharqiya, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port in Arabia between Rome
and the Indian Ocean (3" C. BC-5" C. AD), Khor Rori Report 2, Arabia Antica 5,
Rome, 645-666

Sale, J.B. 1980: The Ecology of the Mountain Region of Dhofar, [in:] Shaw Reade, S.N.,
Sale, J.B., Gallagher, M., The Scientific Results of the Oman Flora and Fauna 1977
(Dhofar), Journal of Oman Studies, Special Report No. 2, Sultanate of Oman, 25-55

Sedov, A.V. 2008a: The cultual quarter: Area F, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port in Arabia
between Rome and the Indian Ocean (3% C. BC-5" C. AD), Khor Rori Report 2,
Arabia Antica 5, Rome, 183-213

Sedov, A.V. 2008b: The residential quarter: Area A: Pottery, [in:] Avanzini, A. (Ed.), A Port
in Arabia between Rome and the Indian Ocean (3© C. BC-5" C. AD), Khor Rori
Report 2, Arabia Antica 5, Rome, 61-123



AFTER THE FALL OF THE CARAVAN KINGDOMS 131

Sedov, A.V., Benvenuti, C. 2002: The pottery of Sumhuram: general typology, [in:] Avan-
zini, A. (Ed.), Khor Rori Report 1, Arabia Antica 1, Pisa, 177-248

Tomber, R. 2017: The late Hellenistic and Roman pottery, [in:] Pavan, A., Tomber, R.,
A Cosmopolitan City on the Arabian Coast. The Imported and Local Pottery from
Khor Rori, Khor Rori Report 3, Arabia Antica 12, Rome, 321-397

Wilding, R.F. 1989: The pottery, [in:] Munro-Hay, S.C. (Ed.), Excavations at Aksum: An
Account of Research at the Ancient Ethiopian Capital Directed in 1972-4 by the late
Neville Chittick, Memoir British Institute in Eastern Africa 10, London, 235-316

Zarins, J. 1997: Persia and Dhofar: aspects of Iron Age international politics and trade,
[in:] Young, G.D., Chavalas, M.W., Averbeck, R.E., Danti, K.L.. (Eds), Crossing
Boundaries and Linking Horizons. Studies in honor of Michael C. Astour on his
80™ Birthday, Bethesda, 615-679

Zarins, J. 2001: The Land of Incense. Archaeological Work in the Governorate of Dhofar,
Sultanate of Oman, 1990-1995, Sultan Qaboos University Publications: Archaeology
& cultural heritage series 1, Muscat

Zarins, J. 2007: Aspects of recent archaeological work at al-Balid (Zafar), Sultanate of
Oman, PSArabStud 37, 309-324

Zarins, J. 2010: Funerary Monuments of Southern Arabia: The Iron Age—Early Islamic
Traditions, [in:] Weeks, L. (Ed.), Death and Burial in Arabia and Beyond. Multi-
disciplinary perspectives, BAR-1S 2107, Society for Arabian Studies Monographs 10,
Oxford, 225-236



ETUDES et TRAVAUX
XXXVI /2023

”(S]O, *'Instltut des Cultures Medlteraneennes et Orlentales
P A N de l’Academle Polonaise des Sc1ences

?vl ',‘}f




EDITORIAL BOARD
Maciej Makowski — Editor-in-chief
Michele Degli Esposti — Subject editor of the volume
Jadwiga Iwaszczuk — Editor
Maria Carmela Gatto — Editor
Zuzanna Wygnariska — Guest editor

Katarzyna Kapiec — Editorial assistant

SCIENTIFIC BOARD OF THE JOURNAL
M. Kobusiewicz JAE PAS, Warsaw)
E. Laskowska-Kusztal IMOC PAS, Warsaw)
D. Michaelides (University of Cyprus, Nicosia)
J.Ch. Moretti (IRAA-MOM, Université de Lyon 2/CNRS)
D. Raue (Agyptisches Museum der Universitit Leipzig)
P. Reynolds (ICREA, Barcelona)

BOARD OF INDEPENDENT REVIEWERS
the list of the members of the board is available at

htep://www.etudesettravaux.iksiopan.pl

BIBLIOGRAPHY, FOOTNOTES AND TECHNICAL EDITING
Piotr Séjka

PROOF-READING
Jo B. Harper



INSTITUT DES CULTURES MEDITERRANEENNES ET ORIENTALES
DE L’ACADEMIE POLONAISE DES SCIENCES

ETUDES et TRAVAUX

XXXVI

R891KSiO
SRV PAN

VARSOVIE
2023



The publication has been co-funded through the programme
of the Ministry of Education and Science of Poland
entitled “Development of scientific journals” for the years 2022-2024
(project no. RCN/SP/0612/2021/1)

© Institute of Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures, Polish Academy of Sciences (IMOC PAS)
and the Authors (unless otherwise stated)
Warsaw 2023

ISSN 2084-6762
(until 2010: 0079-3566)
e-ISSN 2449-9579

The printed version of the journal is the primary one.
Online version available at http://www.etudesettravaux.iksiopan.pl

Layout, typesetting and graphic edition: Dariusz Gorski — Ustugi Wydawniczo-Edytorskie

General cover design: Jadwiga Iwaszczuk
Cover photo: Rock shelter DUQ-25A, Oman (Phot. M.P. Maiorano)



Table of contents

EDITORIAL ..ottt ettt e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesasssssassserernrreeeees 7

SPECIAL SECTION: SOUTH-EAST ARABIA

ANNE BENOIST, AURELIEN HAMEL, CECILE LE CARLIER, MICHELE DEGLI ESPOSTI,

JuLie Goy

Iron Age Metalworking at Masafi-1? A Reconsideration of the Metal Hoards

Discovered in the Collective BUIldings .........ccoveveriieiiiiieiieieieeeeie e 11

CARMEN DEL CERRO LINARES, CARLOS FERNANDEZ RODRIGUEZ, PAULA GOMEZ SANZ,

ALICIA ALONSO GARCIA, ARMANDO GONZALEZ MARTIN

The Al Khudairah Necropolis (Sharjah, UAE): Reflections from the 2023

FAELd SCASOM ...ouiieieiiiciiee ettt ettt e e e e esse st e s e esaeeseensenseensenseens 39

KAROL JUCHNIEWICZ, AGNIESZKA LiC
Abbasid Jumeirah, Dubai. An Overview of the Site and Its Architectural
StUCCO DECOTALION .....oeiiviiiiiiie ettt ettt e et e et e e et e e et e e et e e eeaaaeeeaseeaas 57

AGNIESZKA Lic, ACHIM LICHTENBERGER, RAMI FAROUK DAHER, RANA ZUREIKAT
A Note on the Architectural Layout of the Early Islamic Church on Sir Bani Yas
ISIANA, UAE ..o e e e e e e e enee s 83

MARIA P1A MAIORANO, DOMINIK CHLACHULA, ALZBETA DANIELISOVA, ROMAN GARBA
Investigating the Neolithic Presence in South-Central Oman: The DUQ-25A
ROCK SHEILET ..ot et e e e e eta e e eaaeeean 93

ALEXIA PAVAN
After the Fall of the Caravan Kingdoms. Notes about the Occupation of Sumhuram
and the Area of Khor Rori (Oman) from the Fifth Century AD to the Islamic Period ...... 111

REGULAR PAPERS

WoiciecH EjsMoND, MARTA KACZANOWICZ
The Gebelein Region in the Third Intermediate and Late Periods .........c.ccccecvinirinennnne 133



MAGDALENA KAZIMIERCZAK
Potmarks on Early Dynastic and Old Kingdom Bread Moulds from the Settlement
Layers Of TEll C1-IMUITA ...ccvieviiiiieiiciieie ettt ettt ae e sse e s aeessessaensessaens

ABBREVIATIONS





