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SURPRISE, AN ANNIVERSARY GIFT OR A REAL
CHALLENGE? QUICK VIEW ON THE ELECTION
OF DONALD TUSK FOR THE PRESIDENT

OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL

ABSTRACT

Ten years after Poland’s accession to the European Union it seems right to ask
the question: is our country a subject or an object in the political game in Brus-
sels? Is our position strong enough to effectively influence the decision-making
mechanisms in the European Union? Or maybe what some say about Poland’s
position in the EU is true and our country is indeed “playing out of its league”?
In an attempt to contribute to answering these questions, in this text the author
tries to identify the factors which may have had an impact on the election of
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk for the President of the European Council.
The aim of the conducted cognitive process is also to perform an initial analysis
of the visible results of this move, both for the institutional system of the Eu-
ropean Union and for the way in which public decisions are shaped within the
organization.
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