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Abstract

Party member activism varies in type and intensity, and it is necessary to take 
this into consideration when explaining the degree of participation. One poten-
tial explanation for the level of party member participation is the extent to which 
there are children in the household. Based on the Danish party member survey 
of 2012, analyses show: First, the cost of having children is more important 
when explaining more demanding activities than the less demanding activities, 
and, second, the impact of the cost of having children in the household is larger 
when including the intensity of participation in the dependent variable. Third, 
the smaller the children, the larger the cost and the larger the negative impact 
on party activism no matter what type or intensity. Furthermore, there are only 
limited gender differences in the impact of having children so that children, in 
particular in the young age group, do not have a larger impact on women than 
men, except when it comes to meeting attendance. In sum, children do have 
an impact on party member activism, and the gender gap in this effect is very 
limited.
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