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Protestant Churches  
in the Security Policy of the Polish 

State� in the Years 1937–1939*

Introduction

In interwar Poland, Protestants constituted the fourth largest religious 
minority after Orthodox Christians, Greek Catholics and Jews. In the 
second half of the 1930s, the country had nearly one million Protestant 
citizens. A distinguishing characteristic of Protestantism was the large 
number of independent Churches and religious communities. The research 
presented in this article examines all Churches operating in the Second 
Polish Republic that emerged directly from the 16th–century Reformation 
movement, namely: the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession, 
the United Evangelical Church, the United Evangelical Church of Upper 
Silesia, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetian Confession, 
the Reformed Evangelical Church in the Polish Republic, the Reformed 
Evangelical Church in Vilnius, and the Evangelical-Lutheran (Old Luther-
an) Church. The situation in interwar Poland was interesting: these seven 
Churches, while doctrinally similar, differed significantly in their national 
composition and represented a broad spectrum of attitudes towards the 
state authorities. This diversity stemmed from various factors, including the 

*  The article was written as part of the research project Kampania polska 1939 roku – 
synteza (The Polish Campaign of 1939: A Synthesis), Polish Ministry of Education and 
Science, no. 2021/DPI/319.
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traditions of those religious communities, but primarily from the legacy of 
the Partitions of Poland.

Until 1937, the policy of the Polish state towards Evangelical Churches 
lacked coherence and consistency. There was no consensus as to its direc-
tion among the various ministries and often even within the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs and Public Education itself. Differences in approach were 
also evident between central and voivodeship authorities, with the influence 
of the latter on religious policy significantly increasing after the 1926 May 
Coup. However, what most hindered the development of a coherent policy 
was the prevalence of national factors over religious ones in the attitude of 
state authorities towards Evangelical Churches. Religious policy depended 
on policy towards nationalities, and often on the current state of relations 
between Poland and Germany. Thus, significant changes in policy towards 
national minorities in mid–1936 generated a tightening of the authorities’ 
stance towards Protestant communities.1 The first result of this was the 
decree of 25 November 1936 on the relation of the state to the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Polish Republic, which provided 
state authorities with significant influence over the staffing of church offices, 
including the power to dismiss priests engaged in activities deemed contra-
ry to the interests of the state.2

The goal of this study is to determine the place of Protestant Churches 
in the security policy of the Polish state from January 1937, i.e. from the 
beginning of a new phase in the policy towards Evangelical communities. 
The end date is the outbreak of World War II on 1 September 1939. In 
contrast to research published so far, this text analyses the attitude of state 
authorities towards Protestant Churches as an element of Polish security 
policy, which represents a novel approach to this topic. Which aspects of 
Church operations were considered by the state authorities to impact the 
security of Poland? How did security-related issues influence the govern-
ment’s policy towards Evangelical communities? What factors were crucial 
for the significance of individual Churches within the security policy of 
Poland?

Security policy is analysed here in terms most consistent with the ap-
proach included in Polska polityka bezpieczeństwa 1989–2000, ed. Roman 

1  Chojnowski: Koncepcje, pp. 206–210; Alabrudzińska: Protestantyzm, pp. 313–315.
2  Dziennik Urzędowy, p. 44; Gryniakow: Ustalenie, pp. 199–208.
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Kuźniar3, and Bezpieczeństwo narodowe Polski w latach 1918–1939. Teoria 
i praktyka, ed. Małgorzata Wiśniewska and Lech Wyszczelski4. As Kuźniar 
emphasises, “state policy has two aspects: firstly – the state’s international 
environment and its foreign policy; secondly – its internal system, namely: 
institutions, defence system, economy and society”5. This article focuses 
primarily on the internal dimension of security policy. This study is based 
primarily on archival sources. The majority of the materials used were 
drawn from the following archives: the Archives of Modern Records in 
Warsaw (Ministry of Religious Affairs and Public Education, Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Embassy of the Polish Republic 
in Berlin), Bundesarchiv Dienststelle Berlin (Reichsministerium für die 
kirchlichen Angelegenheiten, Deutsche Stiftung) and Politisches Archiv 
des Auswärtigen Amts in Berlin (Geistliche Angelegenheiten, Botschaft 
Warschau, Konsulat Posen, Konsulat Lodz).6

1. The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession

The national composition of this largest of Protestant Churches in Poland 
was particularly complex. Its leadership and most of the clergy were Polish, 
while the majority of its members were German. During the interwar pe-
riod, both the Polish and the German sections of this community became 
more active. The Church was headed by Bishop Juliusz Bursche, who pro-
moted the concept of Polish Evangelicalism, the implementation of which 
facilitated the community’s openness to Polonisation processes. Bursche’s 
efforts to foster strong relations with the Polish state were supported by 
Polish clergy and the communities of Polish lay Lutherans, particularly 
those from Warsaw and Cieszyn Silesia, who were involved in national and 
political matters; they also cooperated with state authorities in Polonisa-
tion campaigns targeting the United Evangelical Churches in the former 
Prussian Partition territories – for example, by establishing separate Polish 

3  Kuźniar: Wstęp, pp. 13–17.
4  Wiśniewska / Wyszczelski: Bezpieczeństwo, pp. 5–10.
5  Kuźniar: Wstęp, p. 14.
6  Archiwum Akt Nowych w Warszawie (further: AAN), Bundesarchiv Dienststelle 

Berlin (further: BAB), Politisches Archiv des Auswärtigen Amtes in Berlin (further: PA).
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parishes there. These ideas and actions met, however, with the opposition 
from some of the German members and clergy of the Evangelical Church 
of the Augsburg Confession.7 

As the mentioned decree on the relation of the state to the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Polish Republic was imposed on 
the Church in November 1936, the state authorities did not expect that it 
would backfire. The implementation of the new Church law was accompa-
nied by intense Church and political strife, and the synod convoked in 1937 
was boycotted by both lay and clerical members of German nationality.8 
The opposition proposed dividing the Church into a Polish and a German 
one. This idea soon evolved into a more radical project: the establishment 
of a German Evangelical Church in Poland, which would comprise not only 
German parishes of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession but 
also the German congregations of both the United Evangelical Churches 
and the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetian Confession. 
As a result, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession entered 
a phase of division between its Polish and German sections.9

The Ministry of Internal Affairs considered the possible establishment 
of a German Evangelical Church in Poland as a threat to state security. In 
this way, German protestants would manage to largely evade Polonisation 
efforts, and their new Church would be supported by the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of the Third Reich and the Evangelical Church in Germany.10 

7  Evangelisches Zentralarchiv in Berlin: Deutsche Evangelische Kirche – Kirchliches 
Außenamt, sign. 931, n. p., Berlin-Charlottenburg, 3.5.1938, Vermerk; BAB: Deutsche 
Stiftung (further: DS), sign. 1513, k. 502–547; AAN: Ambasada RP w Berlinie, sign. 1572, 
k. 2–5; Kotula: Od marzeń, pp. 152–161; Alabrudzińska: Juliusz Bursche, pp. 105–119; Kiec: 
Die evangelischen Christen, pp. 68–70; Kossert: Protestantismus, pp. 92–93.

8  AAN: Ministerstwo Spraw Wewnętrznych, sign. 988, k. 12–15; PA: Konsulat Posen, 
sign. 8, n. p., Die 7 Thesen von Prof. D. Siegmund-Schultze, aufgestellt im März 1938; PA: 
Botschaft Warschau, sign. 79, n. p., Deutsches Konsulat Lodz an die Deutsche Botschaft 
Warschau vom 28.6.1938; Krebs: Państwo, pp. 198–206; Stegner: Ks. biskup, pp. 10–11.

9  PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 61659, n. p., Deutsche Botschaft Warschau an 
das Auswärtige Amt vom 17.1.1939 and sign. 61660, n. p., Deutsche Evangelische Kirche. 
Kirchliches Außenamt an das Auswärtige Amt vom 29.3.1939; PA: Konsulat Posen, sign. 
8, n. p., Deutsches Konsulat Posen an die Deutsche Botschaft Warschau vom 5.12.1938; 
BAB: DS, sign. 428, k. 223–225.

10  BAB: DS, sign. 428/1, k. 359–360, 381–386, sign. 955, k. 110–114 and sign. 1513, 
k. 358–360, 379–386, 413–414; PA: Konsulat Lodz, sign. 47, n. p., Auswärtiges Amt an das 
Reichsministerium des Innern vom 27.2.1939.
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At that point, the issues of national minorities were even more important 
for state security than before Józef Piłsudski’s death, as the current gov-
ernment perceived the minorities’ role in the context of security policy. 
The Committee for National Matters of the Council of Ministers, operating 
since December 1935, dealt, among others, with monitoring the attitudes 
of national minorities towards the question of state security. The notion 
of state assimilation was replaced by the program of strengthening Polish 
national identity.11 This approach was also dominant in the attitude towards 
Protestant Churches, including the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession.

The state authorities were thus attempting to prevent the split within 
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession through punitive 
measures. As early as October 1936, the Ministry of Internal Affairs asked 
voivodes to initiate actions aimed at removing pastors, who were German 
 citizens, from the territory of Poland, as well as to verify the procedure of 
acquiring Polish citizenship by other clergymen of German nationality and 
to assess the possibility of revoking it.12 However, nearly two years passed 
before these measures were implemented. In September 1938, Aleksander 
Hauke-Nowak, a firm enforcer of the policy of strengthening Polishness 
and Volhynia’s voivode for several months, revoked the Polish citizenship 
of Pastor Alfred Kleindienst, the leader of the German opposition within 
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession. While the decision 
rested on a highly controversial interpretation of the law, Kleindienst was 
nevertheless expelled from Volhynia in February 1939.13

The case of Rev. Kleindienst received wide coverage in the press of the 
German minority in Poland. The articles pointed to the tightening of the 
religious policy of the Polish state in 1938, emphasising that the recent 
change in the post of Volhynia voivode and the appointment of Henryk 

11  Wiśniewska / Wyszczelski: Bezpieczeństwo, pp. 289–311.
12  AAN: Ministerstwo Spraw Wewnętrznych, sign. 988, k. 3–5, 12–14.
13  PA: Botschaft Warschau, sign. 80, n. p., Deutsche Botschaft Warschau an das 

Deutsche Generalkonsulat Posen vom 7.2.1939, Deutsches Generalkonsulat Posen an die 
Deutsche Botschaft Warschau vom 15.2.1939, Aufzeichnung vom 23.2.1939; PA: Konsulat 
Lodz, sign. 47, n. p., Deutsche Stiftung an das Auswärtige Amt vom 9.7.1938; PA: Geistliche 
Angelegenheiten, sign. 61660, n. p., Deutsche Botschaft Warschau an das Auswärtige Amt 
vom 28.2.1939; BAB: DS, sign. 947, k. 141–148; sign. 1513, k. 387–402, 421–448; Kneifel: 
Geschichte, pp. 285–286.
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Dunin-Borkowski as the head of the Department of Religious Denomina-
tions in the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Public Education itself were 
not merely personnel replacements but systemic changes.14

On the initiative of Gustav Schedler, one of the leading activists of 
the Working Community of German Pastors (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
deutschen Pastoren innerhalb der Evangelisch – Augsburgischen Kirche 
in Polen), a meeting was held on 15 November 1938 with Henryk Dun-
in-Borkowski to discuss the implementation of the new church law. How-
ever, the stance of the Director of the Department of Religious Denomi-
nations was highly inflexible, and he used the word “anarchy” to describe 
the situation within the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession. 
No agreements were reached.15 Nevertheless, the authorities did not repeat 
the measure previously taken against Rev. Kleindienst. Instead, they limited 
their actions to removing several other pastors from office (in one case, 
Bishop Bursche refused to implement the decision). There were also police 
investigations instigated against Evangelical-Augsburg clergymen, house 
searches, and even arrests on suspicion of illegally crossing the Polish-Ger-
man border (this included the aforementioned Gustav Schedler, as well as 
Pastors Adolf Doberstein and August Gerhardt).16

German influence among Slavic communities was considered to be 
a significant threat to the state security, in particular the combination of 
German and Ukrainian questions. Therefore, local authorities and mili-
tary intelligence watched carefully the missionary work of the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession among the Ukrainian population in 
Volhynia. As it was conducted by Volhynian pastors of German nationality, 
the authorities saw its goal as predominantly a political one – enlisting 
Ukrainians to cooperate with Germany. Hence, there were cases of Evan-

14  BAB: DS, sign. 1513, k. 464–465; Kammel (ed.): Ostberichte, 8.12.1938.
15  PA: Konsulat Posen, sign. 8, n. p., Unterredung im Kultusministerium am 15. No-

vember 1938; BAB: DS, sign. 1513, k. 490–495.
16  BAB: Reichsministerium für die kirchlichen Angelegenheiten, sign. 22421, k. 462–463, 

489–490, 519; BAB: DS, sign. 428, k. 88–89; sign. 947, k. 81–87, 228, 268–269; PA: Kon-
sulat Lodz, sign. 47, n. p., Sprawozdanie do dochodzenia policyjnego nr KD.V.273/37; 
PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 61659, n. p., Deutsche Botschaft Warschau an das 
Auswärtige Amt vom 15.11.1938 and sign. 61660, n. p., Deutsche Evangelische Kirche. 
Kirchliches Außenamt an das Auswärtige Amt vom 27.4.1939.
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gelical press and literature in Ukrainian as well as arrests of Ukrainian 
Evangelists, who were accused of conducting political agitation.17

Contrastingly, the state authorities supported Polish Evangelical parish-
es as well as organisations and associations, which kept intensifying their 
Polonisation and political campaigns as the threat of war grew. However, 
this support revealed the instrumental approach of the government towards 
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession as it sought to use this 
community for Polonisation. This was evident, for example, in the case of 
Trans-Olza. The leadership of the Church and its Polish clergy enthusias-
tically welcomed the annexation of this area by Poland in October 1938. 
Regaining this territory was very important for the Church as it meant 
a significant enlargement of the Polish Lutheran community. The Augsburg 
Church, gathering Polish Lutherans from Trans-Olza, was incorporated in 
November 1938 within the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession. 
However, the incorporation also included the German Evangelical Church 
and the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren in Trans-Olza. This was 
a political decision driven by Polonisation goals, and it was implemented 
despite protests from the head of the German Evangelical Church, Senior 
Paul Zahradnik. The authorities intended to abolish German-language 
services in most churches. In August 1939, Senior Zahradnik was stripped 
of his pastor’s office and expelled from Poland on the grounds that he did 
not hold Polish citizenship.18

2. The United Evangelical Church

With almost 300,000 members, the United Evangelical Church operated 
in Greater Poland and Pomerania. Its followers were mostly of German 
nationality, and so were the clergymen and the leaders of this religious com-
munity with its seat in Poznań. This Church attached a lot of importance 
to nurturing German culture and had a marked impact on upholding the 
German identity of its members. United Evangelical pastors were frequently 

17  Alabrudzińska: Kościoły, pp. 111–112, 220–221.
18  BAB: Reichsministerium für die kirchlichen Angelegenheiten, sign. 22436, k. 73–74, 

79–81; BAB: DS, sign. 956, k. 14–16, 27; PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 61660, n. p., 
Deutsches Generalkonsulat Kattowitz an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin vom 7.3.1939; Pałka: 
Śląski Kościół, pp. 181–187; Kłaczkow: Kościół, pp. 131–134.
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involved in political activity for the benefit of the German minority in Po-
land, and more than a few times demonstrated revisionist tendencies. The 
clergy of this institution also showed support for the ideology of national 
socialism, although in most cases this attitude did not last long.19

In the second half of the 1930s, the authorities of the United Evangel-
ical Church began to declare and demonstrate loyalty towards the Polish 
state, which was reflected among others in the holding of services on 
Polish state occasions. It was not until February 1938 that the extraordi-
nary synod in Poznan decided to break the organisational link between 
the United Evangelical Church and the mother Church in Germany, and 
adopt a new church charter. However, the document was not accepted 
by the government mainly because it granted the United Evangelical 
Church much more independence from the Polish government and ad-
ministration than the statute of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession.20

Nearly all aspects of the United Evangelical Church’s operations were 
regarded by the state authorities as detrimental to the security of the Polish 
state. What was considered a particular threat was the fact that, despite de-
claring loyalty, the United Evangelical Church continued to maintain close 
contacts with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Third Reich and was 
financed by German government institutions.21 In 1937, the Committee for 
National Matters of the Council of Ministers postulated in a resolution on 
the German minority that the work of the United Evangelical clergy should 
be limited to strictly religious matters, from which educating children 

19  PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 61659, n. p., Nationalsozialistische Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei. Die Leitung der Auslands-Organisation an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin 
vom 16.2.1939 and sign. 61661, n. p., Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei. Die 
Leitung der Auslands-Organisation an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin vom 19.8.1939; Kiec: 
Kościoły, pp. 68–69; Alabrudzińska: Protestantyzm, pp. 297–302.

20  PA: Konsulat Lodz, sign. 47, n. p., Deutsche Stiftung an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin 
vom 23.3.1939; BAB: DS, sign. 427, k. 14–15; Bericht, pp. 18–23; Kiec: Ewangelicki Kościół, 
p. 63; Hauser: Mniejszość, pp. 285–287.

21  BAB: DS, sign. 427, k. 57–60, 117 and sign. 428, k. 137; PA: Geistliche Angelegenheit-
en, sign. 61659, n. p., Deutsche Stiftung an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin vom 29.12.1938 and 
sign. 61661, n. p., Central-Ausschuss für die Innere Mission der Deutschen Evangelischen 
Kirche an die Landes- und Provinzialverbände und Fachverbände der Inneren Mission 
vom 31.5.1939.
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should be excluded. The document also stressed that efforts should be made 
to remove pastors holding German citizenship from Polish territory.22

Although the state authorities agreed that among Protestant Church-
es the United Evangelical Church had the greatest impact on Poland’s 
national security, they decided not to pursue a firmer policy towards 
it until 1939. An analysis of the sources leads to the conclusion that the 
most significant reason for this situation was concern about the state of 
Polish-German relations. Compared to other religious communities, the 
United Evangelical Church had the greatest opportunities to influence these 
relations and to shape Poland’s image abroad. In a letter to the Minister of 
Internal Affairs dated 18 December 1937, the Foreign Minister stated that 
he considered “any attempt to impose an organisation on this Church by 
unilateral means as inadvisable”23. He also recommended that “the Minis-
try of Internal Affairs, prior to removing pastors with foreign citizenship 
from Poland, should communicate with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
each time”24.

Significant changes in policy toward the United Evangelical Church 
occurred as a result of the deterioration of Polish-German relations in the 
autumn of 1938 and the new guidelines from 19 December 1938 on dealing 
with the German minority, developed by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
State authorities began to take action against United Evangelical clergy in 
the context of the security of border zone. In January 1939, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs communicated to the Ministry of Religious Affairs and 
Public Education that it had no objection to commencing the slow removal 
of pastors holding German citizenship from the area of the former Prus-
sian partition. The ministry considered as abnormal the situation in which 
dozens of clergymen, including General Superintendent Paul Blau, the head 
of the United Evangelical Church, did not have Polish citizenship.25

Subsequent decisions were made during the period of growing threat 
of war after the Third Reich denounced the German-Polish declaration of 
non-aggression in April 1939. In the situation report of the Greater Poland 
Border Guard District Headquarters dated 1 May 1939, the United Evan-

22  24 listopada, pismo dyrektora, p. 716; Turowski: Kościół, p. 242.
23  18 grudnia, pismo ministra, p. 793.
24  Ibidem.
25  AAN: Ambasada RP w Berlinie, sign. 1575, k. 1–4.
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gelical Church was mentioned as one of the main causes of the “growth of 
Germanness in the borderland”26. As a result, a proposal was put forward to 
hire Polish clergy in place of German pastors expelled from Poland at that 
time. In July 1939, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs approved the intention 
of the Ministry of Religious Affairs to proceed with the gradual removal of 
pastors, seven per year. Colonel Ludwik Bociański, the governor of Poznań, 
took a more rigorous approach to the problem. Based on his decision, eleven 
pastors were expelled from Greater Poland in August 1939. The tightening 
of policy towards the United Evangelical Church in 1939 also manifested 
itself in the increasing frequency of punishments imposed on clergymen 
for illegal teaching and for statements against the Polish state, as well as in 
the requisitioning of church property.27

3. The United Evangelical Church in Upper Silesia

The United Evangelical Church in Polish Upper Silesia was a religious 
community of fewer than 30,000 members, comprising people of Ger-
man and Polish nationality. Its peculiar legal position resulted from the 
provisions of the Geneva Convention of 1922 and the autonomy of the 
Silesian voivodeship. The church was less politically active than the United 
Evangelical Church in Greater Poland and Pomerania, but was involved in 
the conflict over the indigenous population of Upper Silesia. In contrast to 
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession, the nationality con-
flict in the United Evangelical Church in Polish Upper Silesia did not grow 
internally but played out in the clash with the immigrants from Cieszyn 
Silesia, gathered in the Association of Polish Evangelicals, an organisation 
that enjoyed the full support of the state authorities.28 

26  AAN: Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych, sign. 11482, k. 32–50.
27  Ibidem, k. 18–23, 51–57; BAB: Reichsministerium für die kirchlichen Angelegenheiten, 

sign. 22436, k. 57; BAB: DS, sign. 428, k. 115–122, 140, 146–149 and sign. 1513, k. 374, 411, 
451, 462–463, 467; PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 61660, n. p., Deutsches Generalkon-
sulat Thorn an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin vom 10.7.1939 and sign. 61661, n. p., Deutsches 
Generalkonsulat Posen an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin vom 12.8.1939.

28  Czembor: Ewangelicki Kościół, pp. 167–173; Alabrudzińska: Protestantyzm, pp. 
277–282.
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In connection with the expiration of the Geneva Convention, Silesian 
voivode Michał Grażyński enacted the Law on the Temporary Organisa-
tion of the United Evangelical Church in Upper Silesia on 16 July 1937 
without consulting the Church authorities. The law significantly changed 
the organisation of the Church and provided the voivodeship authorities 
with a very wide range of influence on the Church’s affairs. Church Super-
intendent Hermann Voss and all the clergy refused to acknowledge the law, 
which initiated a two-year-long conflict between the Silesian voivode and 
Church opposition. On more than one occasion, Grażynski’s anti-German, 
repressive policies caused resistance from Foreign Minister Józef Beck, as 
well as interventions from the German government. Several days before the 
signing of the Polish-German declaration regarding the treatment of na-
tional minorities on 5 November 1937, as the Silesian voivode announced 
plans to remove pastors with German citizenship, the German government 
issued a demarche requesting the suspension of the Law on the Temporary 
Organization of the United Evangelical Church in Upper Silesia and the 
appointment of a commission composed of representatives of the govern-
ment and the Church to develop a permanent organisation of this religious 
community. The demarche also included a request that the removal of 
pastors be done gradually, only after replacement clergymen were found 
for the abandoned parishes. During a conversation with German Embassy 
Counselor Johann von Wühlisch, Director of the Foreign Minister’s Office 
Michał Łubieński emphasised that due to the clergy’s opposition to the law, 
the authorities would be unable to offer them Polish citizenship.29

The lack of any change in the situation of the United Evangelical 
Church in Upper Silesia after the signing of the minority declaration was 
the subject of a conversation between Minister Beck and German Ambas-
sador Hans Adolf von Moltke on 11 December 1937. The head of Polish 
diplomacy informed the ambassador that he had sent Michał Łubieński 
to Silesia to personally check on the issue and possibly influence Voivode 
Grażyński. However, Beck maintained that the “uncooperative stance” of 
the clergy, who did not want to recognise the law, made any intervention 
impossible.30

29  Notatka dyrektora Gabinetu, pp. 636–638.
30  BAB: Reichsministerium für die kirchlichen Angelegenheiten, sign. 22421, k. 386–387.
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Although Superintendent Voss – and later, after his departure from 
Poland and death, other representatives of the Church – repeatedly ap-
proached the Silesian voivode with proposals to enter into negotiations, 
Grażyński was determined to break resistance to the law by force. The 
measures aimed at this goal included the introduction of representatives of 
the Association of Polish Evangelicals into the Temporary Church Council 
and the removal of the former head of the Church from the position of 
its chairman. Furthermore, the voivodeship authorities quickly expelled 
all clergymen with German citizenship as well as two pastors who were 
Austrian citizens, and appointed Polish priests of the Evangelical Church of 
the Augsburg Confession to the vacated offices.31 In May 1938, the Bureau 
of Nationality Policy of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers sent 
information to the Polish embassy in Berlin that only one clergyman with 
German citizenship remained in the United Evangelical Church in Upper 
Silesia.32 Thus, these actions had been carried out before the nationwide 
tightening of policy towards Protestant Churches.

The repressive, controversial policy of Voivode Grażyński, which was 
part of the security policy of the Polish state, did not bring positive results 
with regard to the United Evangelical Church. Except one clergyman, the 
priests did not choose cooperation with the authorities, and the law had to 
be amended in July 1939, since it was impossible to organise the Church 
authorities within the stipulated time. The policy also caused an increase in 
anti-Polish and anti-state sentiment within the United Evangelical Church 
in Upper Silesia on the eve of World War II.33

31  AAN: Ministerstwo Wyznań Religijnych i Oświecenia Publicznego, sign. 1286, k. 
143–146; AAN: Ministerstwo Spraw Wewnętrznych, sign. 1078, k. 119–121; PA: Konsulat 
Posen, sign. 8, n. p., Deutsches Generalkonsulat Posen an die Deutsche Botschaft in War-
schau vom 4.1.1939; PA: Botschaft Warschau, sign. 80, n. p., Deutsches Generalkonsulat 
Kattowitz an das Auswärtige Amt Berlin vom 4.1.1939; PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 
61660, n. o., Ks. pastor Dr. Wagner do Jaśnie Wielmożnego Pana Prezesa Rady Ministrów 
z 4.3.1939; BAB: DS, sign. 427, k. 43 and sign. 1513, k. 415; BAB: Reichsministerium für die 
kirchlichen Angelegenheiten, sign. 22421; Musialik: Stosunek władz, pp. 79–84.

32  AAN: Ambasada RP w Berlinie, sign. 1574, k. 93–94a.
33  BAB: DS, sign. 1513, k. 283–290; PA: Botschaft Warschau, sign. 80, n. p., Deutsches 

Generalkonsulat Posen an die Deutsche Botschaft in Warschau vom 1.3.1939; PA: Geistliche 
Angelegenheiten, sign. 61660, n. o., Deutsche Evangelische Kirche. Kirchliches Außenamt an 
das Auswärtige Amt vom 25.5.1939; Czembor: Ewangelicki Kościół, pp. 207–210.
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4. Other Protestant Churches

The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetian Confession, which 
gathered the faithful of Kraków, Lwów, Stanisławów and Tarnopol voivode-
ships, maintained a stance of loyalty to the Polish state. Despite emphasising 
its German identity, it did not participate in political life, and its superin-
tendent Theodor Zöckler repeatedly exhorted the clergy to obey the orders 
of the Polish authorities without question. German pastors often used the 
Polish language in services and sermons. Representatives of state authorities 
were invited not only to church celebrations of national holidays, but also 
to purely religious ceremonies. Superintendent Zöckler was very critical 
of the national socialism-influenced processes in the Protestant Church in 
the Third Reich, and tried to convince the Protestant Churches in Poland to 
take a united, unequivocal stand on this issue. In 1938, he came into serious 
conflict with the Jungdeutsche Partei because he employed Jewish teachers 
in Evangelical schools.34

Nevertheless, the state authorities kept the Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg and Helvetian Confession at a distance and showed distrust 
because of its German identity. Its extensive foreign contacts and its mis-
sionary work among Ukrainians were a cause of concern. The community’s 
activities were watched by the police. The authorities repeatedly tried to 
manipulate the Polish minority in the Church. However, there was no such 
pronounced tightening of the authorities’ position in 1937–1939 against 
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetian Confession as 
there was against Protestant communities in western and central Poland. 
During this period, local authorities and military intelligence followed 
German-Ukrainian cooperation within the Church with greater attention, 
addressing also the issue of foreign financing of this religious community 
by conducting an inspection of charitable establishments in Stanisławów 
in July 1939. At the same time, a member of the Church’s clergy, Reverend 
Emil Ladenberger, was accused of issuing false certificates of belonging to 
the Evangelical faith.35

34  BAB: DS, sign. 952, k. 121–128, 244, 256–259; Alabrudzińska: Kościoły, pp. 170–176.
35  PA: Geistliche Angelegenheiten, sign. 61660, n. o., Deutsches Konsulat Lemberg an 

das Auswärtige Amt vom 20.6.1939, 11.7.1939, 18.7.1939 and sign. 61661, n. o., Deutsches 
Konsulat Lemberg an das Auswärtige Amt vom 12.7.1939, 2.8.1939; PA: Botschaft War-
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In turn, the authorities of the Reformed Evangelical Church in the 
Polish Republic and the Reformed Evangelical Church in Vilnius, which 
represented Polish nationality, set as one of the goals of their activities to 
form the responsibility for the fate of the Polish state in their members. The 
period preceding the outbreak of World War II saw a particular intensifi-
cation of these activities. Synods of both Churches issued special messages 
and other documents calling on the faithful to defend the Homeland.36 
The members demonstrated immense generosity in contributions to the 
National Defence Fund and the Air Defence Loan. The Superintendent of 
the Reformed Evangelical church in the Polish Republic, Rev. Stefan Ski-
erski, was a member of the National Committee of the Air Defense Loan. 
The community of Vilnius took advantage of the centenary of Szymon 
Konarski’s death, which fell in 1939, to organise solemn celebrations that 
manifested patriotic feelings.37

Therefore, in the eyes of the state authorities, the Reformed Evangelical 
Churches did not pose a threat to national security. On the other hand, both 
the voivodeship and central authorities treated Calvinists instrumentally 
and tried to use them for Polonisation-related purposes and to promote 
Polishness abroad. In 1939, Vilnius clergy were forbidden to carry out mis-
sionary work among the Orthodox because the priests used the Belarusian 
language. It was emphasised that this activity would receive state support 
only if it simultaneously became a Polonization mission as well. The au-
thorities were also opposed to the idea of the Polish Reformed Evangelical 
Churches uniting with each other, as they supported the rapprochement of 
the Community of Vilnius with the Reformed Evangelical Church of Lith-
uania. In the plans of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, this closeness was to 
contribute to the improvement of relations between Poland and Lithuania 
and to make it possible to influence Lithuanians of the Calvinist faith by 
imbuing them with the spirit of Polishness.38

The last of the Churches discussed here, the Old Lutheran Church, did 
not have much significance for Polish security policy. It was a small religious 

schau, sign. 80, n. p., Bericht über die Besprechungen in Stanislau am 16.1.1939; BAB: DS, 
sign. 427, k. 61–64 and sign. 952, k. 110–116, 140–152, 242–243.

36  Sękowska: Zbór, p. 31; Jóźwiak: Kościół, pp. 49–51.
37  Sękowska: Zbór, p. 31; Alabrudzińska: Kościoły, p. 215.
38  Alabrudzińska: Kościoły, pp. 218–219.
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association operating in the former Prussian partition; it had a German 
identity, but avoided introducing political elements into pastoral activities 
and remained loyal to the Polish state.39

Conclusions

Between 1937 and 1939, security issues had a much greater impact on the 
policy of the state authorities towards Protestant Churches than previous-
ly. This stemmed from the increasing perception of national minorities 
as a factor in Poland’s security policy, particularly in light of the growing 
threat of war. The analysis conducted in this study has demonstrated that 
the Protestant Churches did not pose a threat as religious minorities. The 
state leadership viewed them as institutions comprising different national 
communities and exerting a certain influence on them. Thus, at a time when 
the idea of state assimilation was replaced by a program of strengthening 
Polishness, Polonisation efforts became a dominant feature of state policy 
towards Protestant communities.

What the authorities considered as factors impacting state security were 
almost exclusively the nationality-related aspects of the Churches. Even 
policies towards parishes of the same religious community could differ, de-
pending on their national character. German churches were approached as 
a threat, all the more so if they were connected with the Ukrainian question 
through missionary work. On the other hand, the attitude of the authorities 
towards Protestants of Polish nationality, both Lutherans and Calvinists, 
was dominated by an instrumental approach and attempts to use them in 
Polonisation-related campaigns.

Interestingly, what ultimately determined the importance of individual 
Churches in the security policy of the Polish state was not the actual threat 
they posed, or even their national character and political activity. The policy 
towards the United Evangelical Church in Greater Poland and Pomerania, 
considered by the authorities to be the greatest threat to national security, 
turned out to be the least stringent. On the other hand, the most repressive 
policy was pursued against the small, much less active United Evangelical 
Church in Upper Silesia as well as against the Evangelical Church of the 

39  AAN: Ministerstwo Wyznań Religijnych i Oświecenia Publicznego, sign. 1408, k. 71–75.
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Augsburg Confession, particularly in Volhynia, although the leadership of 
the latter organisation was loyal to Poland. Thus, the actual place of each 
Church in the state’s activities related to security policy was largely deter-
mined by the policy and stance of individual voivodeship authorities as well 
as the attitude of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Translated by Iza Dąbrowska  
and Anna Mol

Kościoły protestanckie w polityce bezpieczeństwa  
państwa polskiego w latach 1937–1939

Streszczenie

Kwestie bezpieczeństwa wywierały istotny wpływ na politykę władz państwowych 
wobec Kościołów protestanckich w Polsce w latach 1937–1939. Kościoły te nie 
stanowiły zagrożenia jako mniejszości religijne, lecz jako instytucje, które miały 
w swoim składzie różne społeczności narodowościowe i na nie oddziaływały. 
Wpływy niemieckie w Kościołach traktowane były jako zagrożenie bezpieczeń-
stwa narodowego, natomiast w podejściu władz wobec protestantów narodowo-
ści polskiej dominował instrumentalizm.

Evangelische Kirchen in der Sicherheitspolitik  
des polnischen Staates in den Jahren 1937–1939

Zusammenfassung

Sicherheitsfragen hatten in den Jahren 1937–1939 einen erheblichen Einfluss auf 
die Politik der staatlichen Behörden gegenüber den protestantischen Kirchen in 
Polen. Diese Kirchen stellten keine Bedrohung als religiöse Minderheiten dar, 
sondern als Institutionen, die verschiedene nationale Gemeinschaften einschlos-
sen und beeinflussten. Der deutsche Einfluss auf die Kirchen wurde als Bedrohung 
der nationalen Sicherheit betrachtet, während die Haltung der Behörden ge-
genüber Protestanten polnischer Nationalität von Instrumentalismus geprägt war.

Übersetzt von  
Renata Skowrońska

Protestant Churches in the Security Policy  
of the Polish State in the Years 1937–1939

Summary

Security issues had a significant impact on the state authorities’ policy towards 
Protestant Churches in Poland in the years 1937–1939. Those churches were not 
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perceived as a threat in their capacity as religious minorities, but rather as insti-
tutions encompassing multiethnic communities and exerting influence over them. 
German influence in those Churches was perceived as a threat to national secu-
rity, and the attitude of the authorities towards Protestants of Polish nationality 
was dominated by an instrumental approach.
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