
Biuletyn 
Polskiej Misji Historycznej

Bulletin 
der Polnischen Historischen Mission

Nr 16/2021

Toruń 2021

Uniwersytet Mikołaja Kopernika w Toruniu 
(Polska Misja Historyczna przy Uniwersytecie  

Juliusza i Maksymiliana w Würzburgu)

Nikolaus-Kopernikus-Universität Toruń 
(Polnische Historische Mission an der Julius-Maximilians-

Universität Würzburg)



KOMITET REDAKCYJNY / REDAKTIONSKOMITEE
Caspar Ehlers, Helmut Flachenecker, Heinz-Dieter Heimann, 

Tomasz Jasiński, Ryszard Kaczmarek, Krzysztof Kopiński, Zdzisław Noga, Krzysztof Ożóg, 
Andrzej Radzimiński (Przewodniczący / Vorsitzender), Andrzej Sokala

REDAKCJA NAUKOWA / SCHRIFTLEITUNG
Renata Skowrońska, Helmut Flachenecker

Redakcja naukowa i językowa (j. niemiecki) / Wissenschaftliche und philologische Redaktion (Deutsch)
Renate Schindler, Dirk Rosenstock

Redakcja językowa (j. angielski) / Philologische Redaktion (Englisch)
Steve Jones

Tłumaczenia (j. niemiecki – j. polski) / Übersetzungen (Deutsch – Polnisch)
Renata Skowrońska

 Tłumaczenia (j. angielski – j. polski) / Übersetzungen (Englisch – Polnisch)
Agnieszka Chabros

Sekretarz Redakcji / Redaktionssekretärin
Mirosława Buczyńska

ADRES REDAKCJI / REDAKTIONSADRESSE
Polnische Historische Mission an der Universität Würzburg

Am Hubland, 97074 Würzburg, Niemcy / Deutschland
http://apcz.umk.pl/czasopisma/index.php/BPMH/index

http://pmh.umk.pl/start/wydawnictwa/biuletyn/

Kontakt: Renata Skowrońska
tel. (+49 931) 31 81029

e-mail: r.skowronska@uni-wuerzburg.de 

Biuletyn Polskiej Misji Historycznej jest udostępniany na stronie internetowej 
Akademickiej Platformy Czasopism, w systemie Open Journal System (OJS) 

na zasadach licencji Creative Commons.

Das Bulletin der Polnischen Historischen Mission 
ist auf den Webseiten der Akademischen Zeitschrift-Plattform zugänglich. 

Die Zeitschrift wird im Open Journal System (OJS) 
auf Lizenzbasis Creative Commons veröffentlicht.

Prezentowana wersja czasopisma (papierowa) jest wersją pierwotną.
Diese Version der Zeitschrift (auf Papier) ist die Hauptversion.

ISSN 2083-7755 (print)
ISSN 2391-792X (online)

© Copyright by Uniwersytet Mikołaja Kopernika

WYDAWCA / HERAUSGEBER 
Uniwersytet  Mikołaja  Kopernika 

ul. Gagarina 11, 87–100 Toruń,  tel. (+48 56) 611 42 95,  fax (+48 56) 611 47 05
www.wydawnictwoumk.pl

DYSTRYBUCJA / VERTRIEBS-SERVICE-CENTER
Wydawnictwo Naukowe UMK
Mickiewicza 2/4, 87–100 Toruń
tel./fax (+48 56) 611 42 38
e-mail: books@umk.pl, www.kopernikanska.pl/

DRUK / AUSGABE 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe UMK
ul. Gagarina 5, 87 – 100 Toruń  
tel. (+48 56) 611 22 15
Nakład: 300 egz.



Spis treści   
Inhaltsverzeichnis   

Contents

Renata Skowrońska  �   7
Kronika Polskiej Misji Historycznej
Chronik der Polnischen Historischen Mission
The Chronicle of the Polish Historical Mission

Renata Skowrońska  �   9
Stypendyści i goście Polskiej Misji Historycznej
Stipendiaten und Gäste der Polnischen Historischen Mission
Fellows and Guests of the Polish Historical Mission’s Scholarships

STUDIA I MATERIAŁY 
STUDIEN UND MATERIALIEN 

STUDIES AND MATERIALS

Sławomir Jóźwiak  �   13
Budowniczowie kamiennych mostów w łacińskiej Europie (XI–XIV wiek) 
w świetle źródeł pisanych
Die Steinbrückenbauer des lateinischen Europas (11.–14. Jahrhundert)  
im Spiegel der Schriftquellen
Builders of Stone Bridges in Latin Europe (11th–14th Centuries) in the Light  
of Written Sources

Edyta Pluta-Saladra  �   35
Stan i perspektywy badań nad średniowiecznymi żeńskimi klasztorami 
w Małopolsce
Stand und Perspektiven der Forschung zu mittelalterlichen Frauenklöstern 
in Kleinpolen
State and Perspectives of Research on Medieval Female Monasteries in Lesser 
Poland

Mateusz Superczyński  �   61
Próba rekonstrukcji socjotopografii średniowiecznego Chełmna na 
przykładzie kwartału większego
Versuch einer Rekonstruktion der Soziotopografie des mittelalterlichen Kulm 
am Beispiel des großen Viertels
An Attempt to Reconstruct the Socio-Topography of Medieval Chełmno 
on the Example of the Larger Quarter



4 Spis treści   Inhaltsverzeichnis   Contents

Liliana Lewandowska  �   91
Kościół luterański Gdańska w obliczu „kryzysu pobożności” pod koniec 
XVII wieku
Die lutherische Kirche Danzigs angesichts der „Frömmigkeitskrise“ 
im Ausgang des 17. Jahrhunderts
The Lutheran Church of Gdańsk in the Face of the “Crisis of Piety”  
at the End of the 17th Century

Wolfgang Wüst  �   111
„Co jest największym szczęściem młynarza? Że worki nie mówią”. Zarządzenia 
młyńskie w południowych Niemczech
„Was ist des Müllers größtes Glück? Dass die Säcke nicht reden können.“ 
Die Mühlen-Policey in Süddeutschland
“What is the Miller’s Greatest Luck? That his Flour Sacks Cannot Talk.”:  
Mill-“Policy” in Southern Germany 

Marc Banditt  �  153
Johann Peter Ernst von Scheffler (1739–1810). Medyk i mineralog między 
Gdańskiem a Warszawą
Johann Peter Ernst von Scheffler (1739–1810). Ein Mediziner und Mineraloge 
zwischen Danzig und Warschau
Johann Peter Ernst von Scheffler (1739–1810): A Physician and Mineralogist 
Between Gdańsk and Warsaw

Damian Szymczak  �   191
Polscy uczeni w służbie dyplomacji. Konferencja pokojowa w Paryżu 
w 1919 roku: ludzie, zadania, dylematy
Die polnischen Gelehrten im Dienst der Diplomatie. Die Friedenskonferenz  
in Paris 1919: Menschen, Aufgaben, Dilemmata
Polish Scholars in the Service of Diplomacy: The Paris Peace Conference  
in 1919: People, Tasks, Dilemmas

Janusz Tandecki  �   209
Rzut oka na dzieje archiwów w Polsce w latach 1944–1989
Ein Einblick in die Geschichte der Archive in Polen in den Jahren 1944–1989
A Brief View of the History of Archives in Poland in 1944–1989



Spis treści   Inhaltsverzeichnis   Contents 5

POLEMIKI, RECENZJE, OMÓWIENIA 
POLEMIKEN, REZENSIONEN, BUCHBESCHREIBUNGEN 

POLEMICS, REVIEWS, BOOK DESCRIPTIONS

Helmut Flachenecker  �    245
Budowniczy mostów między Polską a Niemcami. Otto Gerhard Oexle 
dla upamiętnienia
Ein Brückenbauer zwischen Polen und Deutschland. Otto Gerhard Oexle 
zum Gedenken
Builder of Bridges Between Poland and Germany: Commemoration 
of Otto Gerhard Oexle

Caspar Ehlers  �   251
Nowe europejskie spojrzenie na bezkrólewie w średniowieczu
Neue europäische Blicke auf die Interregna des Mittelalters
A New European View of Interregnum in the Middle Ages

Marcin Grulkowski  �   257
Nowa publikacja o historii pośmiennictwa w średniowiecznych i nowożytnych 
Prusach 
Neue Publikation zur Geschichte der Schriftlichkeit im mittelalterlichen und 
frühneuzeitlichen Preußen
A New Publication on the History of Writing in Medieval and Modern Prussia

Michał Tomaszek  �   267
Chroniści z XII i XIII wieku i ich wyobrażenia o władztwie. Nowe metody 
analizy 
Die Chronisten des 12. und 13. Jahrhunderts und ihre 
Herrschaftsvorstellungen. Neue Methoden der Analyse
12th and 13th Century Chronists and Their Ideas About Sovereignty: 
New Methods of Analysis

Wolfgang Wüst  �   279
Wittemberska tkalnia książęca w latach 1598–1608. Zarządzanie kryzysowe 
w przemyśle tekstylnym
Das herzoglich-württembergische Weberwerk 1598–1608. Krisenbewältigung 
im Textilgewerbe
The Prince’s Weaving Mill in Wittemberge in 1598–1608: Crisis Management 
in the Textile Industry



6 Spis treści   Inhaltsverzeichnis   Contents

Hans-Peter Baum  �   283
O historii gospodarczej i społecznej w Frankonii od XVI do XVIII wieku 
w perspektywie migracji i powiązań
Zur Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte in Franken vom 16. bis zum 
18. Jahrhundert unter dem Blickwinkel von Migration und Vernetzung
On the Economic and Social History of Franconia from the 16th  
to 18th Centuries in the Perspective of Migration and Connections

Dirk Rosenstock  �   291
O pruskiej polityce zdrowotnej w dawnej prowincji Poznań w latach  
1899–1919 
Zur preußischen Gesundheitspolitik in der ehemaligen Provinz Posen 
1899–1919
About Prussian Health Policy in the Former Province of Poznań in the Years 
1899–1919

Anna Tarnowska  �   301
Uwagi na temat pracy Tadusza Zakrzewskiego o polskich instytucjach 
i organizacjach w Toruniu pod zaborem pruskim (1815–1894)
Bemerkungen zu dem Buch von Tadeusz Zakrzewski über polnische 
Institutionen und Organisationen in Thorn zur Zeit der preußischen Teilung 
(1815–1894)
Comments on the Work of Tadeusz Zakrzewski on Polish Institutions  
and Organizations in Toruń under Prussian Rule (1815–1894)

Renata Skowrońska  �   313
Zapomniana i wyparta historia (historie)? Przykład lokalnej inicjatywy 
w Niemczech w badaniach nad okresem nazizmu
Vergessene und verdrängte Geschichte(n)? Ein Beispiel für lokale Initiativen 
in Deutschland für die Erforschung der NS-Zeit
Forgotten and Denied History (Stories)? An Example of a Local Initiative  
in Germany in the Research on the Nazi Period



Biuletyn Polskiej Misji Historycznej
Bulletin der Polnischen Historischen Mission

ISSN 2083-7755 (print)/ISSN 2391-792X (online)

Nr 16/2021:  35–60

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/BPMH.2021.002

Edyta Pluta-Saladra
Uniwersytet Pedagogiczny im. KEN w Krakowie 
E-Mail: edyta.pluta-saladra@up.krakow.pl 
ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4074-5221

State and perspectives of research 
on medieval female monasteries�  

in Lesser Poland

The article aims to present and discuss the current achievements of Po-
lish researchers on the history of medieval female monasteries in Lesser 
Poland, as well as to indicate further research possibilities. The resulting 
literature can be divided into two areas, according to which the most 
important research on female monasteries in the indicated area will be 
discussed. The first area includes issues related to the foundation, i.e. the 
time of its establishment, the founder and the property itself. The second 
one concerns work related to everyday life in the monastery, which includes 
aspects related to the stages of monastic life, people contributing to the 
community, education, offices and hierarchy in the community, the social 
and family origins of nuns, offences and punishments, or the spirituality of 
the community.

The literature on the subject indicates that the first monasteries in 
Poland appeared in the 12th century.1 However, some researchers suspect 
that the first female foundation took place during the reign of Bolesław 
Chrobry, when the unnamed daughter of the ruler with her sister-hermits 
of Miedzyrzecza2 had to stay in the resulting monastery. Some researchers 
propose an older foundation date for the female monastery, pointing to the 
reign of Mieszko I. They cite the example of a Czech monastery founded 

1  Kłoczowski: Wspólnoty zakonne, pp. 184–186.
2  Ibidem: p. 184; Borkowska: Duchowość polskich, p. 111; Ożóg: Klasztorna geografia, 

p. 219. 
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by Mlada to justify their guesswork, emphasising that the founder of the 
first female community of St. Jerzy in Hradczany was the sister of Dobrawa. 
The Czech princess, following her sister’s example, was therefore able to 
found a convent in Poznań.3 However, there are no sources to confirm these 
ideas, but nevertheless they are worth recalling. We assume, however, that 
the female religious movement in Poland was initiated in the 12th century 
and it flourished in the 13th century. At the end of the 14th century, there 
were about 43 female convents in the Kingdom of Poland, and it should be 
noted that their number must have been greater, especially since there was 
a fairly large group of informal communities at that time. Unfortunately, 
these groups are not fully mentioned in the sources, so it is difficult to 
identify and count them. While in the area of Lesser Poland, which is of 
interest to us, the first female foundation was the Norbertine convent from 
Zwierzyniec, followed by the Norbertine convents in Imbramowice, Busko 
and Krzyżanowice. In the discussed area, there was also one community of 
Benedictine Sisters in Staniątki, nuns of Monastery of the Holy Spirit de 
Saxia in Kraków, two monasteries of Poor Clares in Kraków and Stary Sącz, 
as well as the Bernardine Sisters’ community at the Church of St. Agnes in 
Stradom and the Brigid Convent in Lublin. It is worth noting that Zwie
rzyniec and the other monasteries indicated were the first communities not 
only in the area in question, but in some cases they were among the first 
female communities of particular orders in Poland.

The older literature on monasteries relates primarily to the time of foun-
dation, the founder himself, the monastic economy and property. These 
issues constitute the basis for further considerations and bring information 
about the beginnings and nature of the first female foundations. The first 
nunnery in the area in question was the Norbertine community in Zwie
rzyniec, established around 1158, and Jaksa Gryfita is considered to be the 
founder. As part of the research on the monastery of Norbertine nuns from 
Zwierzyniec, the works of Krystyna Kramarska-Anyszek, who undertook 
the task of presenting the history of the monastery until 1840, should be 
mentioned.4 The history of the monastery in Zwierzyniec was presented by 
Jerzy Rajman, indicating the time of foundation, the founder, the endow-
ment and shaping of the monastery properties and the continued functio-

3  Derwich: Studia nad początkami, p. 96.
4  Kramarska-Anyszek: Dzieje klasztoru, pp. 5–169.
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ning of the community until the end of the 15th century. The researcher also 
focused on the monastic obituary of the Premonstratensian community5, 
pointing to the oldest records dating back to the Middle Ages.6

The Norbertine community in Imbramowice does not have a mono-
graph, but we can mention works that refer to the origins of the foundation 
and the monastery’s poverty. It is quite difficult to indicate the date of the 
foundation and the founder. The literature mentions the years 1162–1194, 
and the year 1223 or 1225, while the founder also causes problems for 
historians – indications point to Imbram Gniewomirzyc from Pożarzyska, 
from the Kościeszów family and his nephew Iwon Odrowąż, the bishop 
of Krakow.7 One of the first attempts to approach the history of the com-
munity was the work of Norbertine Maria Łukaszewska published for the 
celebration of the eight hundredth anniversary of the monastery, in 1926.8 
Scientific studies mainly include the works of Zofia Kozłowska-Budkowa. 
The researcher discussed the issue of the endowment of the Norbertine mo-
nastery, then published the monastery’s documents from 1228–1450.9 The 
history of the monastery and church in Imbramowice was also presented 
by the chaplain of the community, Father Józef Zdanowski Phd. It should 
be noted that the studies of the aforementioned chaplain did not appear in 
print.10 After a long time, the issue of the foundation and property of the 
Imbramowice Norbertine Sisters was raised again by Czesław Deptuła.11 
Among the more recent publications, mention should be made of the work 
of the Norbertine Monastery in Imbramowice. Studies and materials by 
Maria Dębowska, who contributes to the history of the community.12 

The foundation and history of the Norbertine convent in Krzyżanowice 
on the Nida River is one of the many mysterious and unexplained issues 
in the history of female monasteries in Poland. The enigmatic nature of 
the sources, as well as the lack of any material traces, makes it particularly 

5  Rajman: Klasztor Norbertanek.
6  Idem: Średniowieczne zapiski, pp. 33–56.
7  Śliwiński: Krąg krewniaczy, pp. 65–66.
8  Łukaszewska: Siedemsetletnie.
9  Kozłowska-Budkowa: Uposażenie klasztoru, pp. 369–380; Eadem: Dokumenty 

klasztoru.
10  Archiwum Norbertanek Imbramowice: Zdanowski: Klasztor i kościół.
11  Deptuła: Początki klasztorów, pp. 5–41.
12  Dębowska: Klasztor Norbertanek.
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difficult to define basic information relating to the foundation, existence 
and the end of the existence of the Krzyżanowice convent.

This does not mean that no one has bothered to outline a hypothetical 
reconstruction of the creation and operation of a female facility. One of 
the first studies about the monastery in Krzyżanowice can be found in the 
work of Władysław Knapiński on the history of the orders of St. Norbert 
of the Polish Circary.13 A summary with superficial information about the 
convent’s location and a brief explanation of its history can also be found 
in the reference Catholic Encyclopedia.14 We also come across this type 
of encyclopedic record in the work of Jan Wiśniewski15, who described 
cities, monuments and churches in the Pińczów, Skalbmierski and Wiślicki 
districts. Eugeniusz Wiśniowski16, Czesław Deptuła17 and Józef Zdanowski18 
made more in-depth analyses of the available source material. The latest 
findings regarding the Krzyżanowice foundation are the studies of Jerzy 
Rajman as part of the analysis of Jaksa’s biography and his activities for 
the benefit of the church.19 The above-mentioned researchers made their 
findings in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

The medieval history of the Norbertine convent in Busko was developed 
by Roman Grodecki.20 Some information about the monastery can be found 
in Feliks Kiryk’s studies on the history of Busko in the 12th–16th centuries.21 
Information on all the Norbertine monasteries mentioned can be found in 
the aforementioned publication by W. Knapiński, St. Norbert and his Order. 
The beginnings of Premonstratensian monasteries in the Polish Circary and 
some of their history, as well as in publications dealing with the reform of 
Norbertine monasteries.22

13  Knapiński: Święty Norbert, pp. 212–219.
14  Podręczna Encyklopedia Katolicka, 29–30, pp. 66–67. 
15  Wiśniewski: Historyczny opis, pp. 165–167.
16  Wiśniowski: W sprawie początków, pp. 215–225.
17  Deptuła: Dwie fundacje, pp. 95–123.
18  Zdanowski: Kościół pod wezwaniem, pp. 103–104.
19  Rajman: The Origins, pp. 215–216; Idem: Pielgrzym i fundator, pp. 20–21.
20  Grodecki: Dzieje klasztoru; Further publications concerning the monastery: Szylar: 

Przyczynek do dziejów, pp. 87–133.
21  Kiryk: Dzieje Buska, pp. 7–24.
22  Knapiński: Święty Norbert; Rajman: Kryzys polskich, pp. 30–39; Zyglewski: Monar-

cha, pp. 221–225; Grodecki: Dzieje klasztoru, p. 81; Lichończak-Nurek: Wojciech herbu, pp. 
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The Benedictine monastery in Staniątki was established around 1238, 
and scholars agree in this regard. The founders were Klemens Gryfita with 
his wife Racława and the brothers of Klemens. One of the first studies on the 
Benedictine nunnery in Staniątki was undertaken by Bolesław Ulanowski, 
who focused on the issues related to the establishment and property of the 
Benedictine Sisters’ foundation23, a work that dates back to the end of the 
19th century. Bogusław Krasnowolski based his considerations on its results. 
This author presented the history of the Benedictine nuns from the uprising 
until the end of the 20th century, and verified some of Ulanowski’s findings. 
B. Krasnowolski indicated the superiors of the monastery in individual 
centuries, discussed the monastery economy, spirituality and characterised 
the architecture of the monastery in Staniątki.24 The monastery was also of 
interest to Przemysław Wiszewski, who discussed visits to the Benedictine 
abbeys of Lesser Poland and Silesia.25 

Not much is know about the origins of the convent of the Monastery 
of the Holy Spirit de Saxia, due to the loss of archives. This was due to the 
great fire of Kraków in 1528 and Stanisław Pietrzak, who, before World War 
II, took over the preserved monastic sources in order to study the history of 
the nunnerie. Unfortunately, the history of the nuns of Holy Spirit de Saxia 
did not come into being, and their sources was lost.26 We do not know the 
first certain information about the spiritual sisters until 1435.27 However, 
it is known that the Order of the Holy Spirit was double monastery, so it 
is suspected that the sisters and their brothers were brought to Prądnik 
near Kraków in 1220.28 The founder of this community is considered to 
be the Bishop of Krakow, Iwon Odrowąż.29 Klara Antosiewicz was the first 
to research the monasteries of Krakow’s monastery, including the female 
community. She discussed issues related to the monastery’s property, orga-

115–116; Rajman: “Wielki widzimy”, pp. 201–223; Pluta-Saladra: Jagiellonowie a klasztory, 
pp. 225–241.

23  Ulanowski: O założeniu i uposażeniu.
24  Krasnowolski: Historia klasztoru.
25  Wiszewski: Księża w świecie, pp. 231–272.
26  Antosiewicz: Zachowane źródła, pp. 96–97.
27  Wachholz: Szpitale Krakowskie, p. 61.
28  Surdacki: Szpitalnictwo zakonne, p. 65.
29  Antosiewicz: Zakon Kanoników, p.18; Prokop: Poczet biskupów, pp. 53–58.
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nisation, constitutions, as well as care for the charges.30 Unfortunately, there 
is little information about the nuns themselves. At this point, the works of 
Marian Surdacki on monastic hospitality in the Middle Ages31 should also 
be mentioned.

The first monastery of Poor Clares in Poland was built in Zawichost,32 
which was moved to Skała around 1259, and then to Kraków at the begin-
ning of the 14th century.33 The history of Poor Clares is undeniably connec-
ted with Duchess Salomea, widow of Koloman; her brother, the prince of 
Krakow, Bolesław Wstydliwy, and their mother, Grzymisława34 were also 
involved in founding the Poor Clares convent. The literature relating to the 
origins of the foundation and the founder is very rich.35 It is therefore worth 
examining the most recent studies on this subject by Anna A. Dryblak. The 
researcher analysed the foundations of the Lesser Poor Clares, pointing to 
the creation of a peculiar pattern by Salomee and Kinga, which was both 
inspired by new Franciscan ideas as well as derived from the possibility of 
the founders and local traditions.36 On 6 July 1280, Duchess Kinga founded 
a convent of Poor Clares in Sącz37 and endowed her community accor-
dingly.38 Older literature on the Poor Clares of Stary Sącz focuses primarily 
on issues related to the endowment of the monastery. An important pub-
lication in this regard is Marek Barański’s work on the dominium of Stary 

30  Antosiewicz: Konstytucje zakonu, pp. 55–62; Eadem: Opieka, pp. 45–88; Eadem: 
Zakon ducha, pp. 167–198; Eadem: Zakon Kanoników, pp. 11–30.

31  Surdacki: Dzieci porzucone; Idem: Szpitalnictwo zakonne, pp. 49–98.
32  Kłoczowski: Bracia mniejsi, pp. 16–17; Chyła: Dzieje Zawichostu, pp. 46–49.
33  Pleszczyński: Fundacja opactwa, p. 177; Gąsiorowska, Konwent klarysek, p. 57. 
34  Grzymisława, the duchess of Krakow and Sandomierz, daughter of Ingwar, 

Wyrozumski: Grzymisława, p. 122; The foundation’s motives are widely discussed by 
Pleszczyński, who lists the political, religious and family goals of all the people involved; 
Pleszczyński: Fundacja opactwa, pp. 177–192. 

35  Karwacki: Błogosławiona Salomea; Kürbisówna: Żywot, pp. 145–154; Włodarski: 
Salomea, królowa, pp. 61–83; Idem: Salomea (ok. 1211/12–1268), pp. 300–313; Wyrozumski: 
Salomea, pp. 365–368; Niezgoda: Salomea Piastówna; Idem: Miedzy historią, pp. 233–247; 
Idem: Salomea Piastówna, pp. 245–264; Michalski: Kobiety i świętość, pp. 54–56; Krzyżosta-
niak: Trzynastowieczne święte, pp. 51–54, 137–139, 146–147, 149, 177–179, 212–217; Abga-
rowicz (transl.) et al.: Kronika Wielkopolska, p. 142; Karczewski: Franciszkanie w monarchii, 
p. 129.

36  Dryblak: Oryginalne, pp. 654–724.
37  Migrała: Stary Sącz w średniowieczu, p. 3, 6.
38  Piekosiński (ed.): Kodeks, 2, No. 446, 487.
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Sącz.39 Danuta Sułkowska, who presented the history of the community 
from its foundation to the present day, made an attempt to comprehensively 
describe the history of the monastery.40 O. M. Przybyłowicz discussed the 
visitations of Poor Clares from Kraków and Stary Sącz.41

The Bernardine monastery at the church of St. Agnieszka, like most 
of the aforementioned foundations, has not been honoured with its own 
monograph. The basic publication dealing with the foundation of the mo-
nastery, as well as the organisational structure, is the work of Kamil Kantak, 
from the 1930s.42 Also worthy of note is the catalogue of the archives of 
Krakow Bernardines by Roman Gustaw and Krzysztof Kaczmarek.43 The 
first of these researchers also published the history of the community 
of St. Joseph, which refers to the origins of the monastery of St. Agnie
szka.44 A contribution by P. Gąsiorowska regarding the beginnings of the 
Bernardine community should also be mentioned45 along with studies 
by Hermina Święch concerning the material sources of the community’s 
livelihood.46

The last monastery to be established in Lesser Poland was Bridget’s 
monastery in Lublin, founded by Władysław Jagiełło as a votive offering for 
the victory at Grunwald. We may learn about the history of this monastery 
thanks to publications by Stefania Kamińska47, Józef Swastek48 and Ewa 
Piotrkowska.49 In addition, more recent publications include an article by 
Anna Sochacka, who tried to indicate the reasons for the location of the 
foundation of the monastery in Lublin50 and Piotr Plisiecki. Based on the 

39  Wiatrowski: Z dziejów latyfundium, pp. 93–182; Barański: Dominium Sądeckie; 
Kiryk: Zarys dziejów, pp. 129–184; Idem: Pani Sądecka, pp. 9–19; Przybyłowicz: Spory 
klarysek, pp. 53–72. 

40  Sułkowska: Za klauzurą.
41  Przybyłowicz: Stabilizacja, pp. 25–51; Eadem: XVI-wieczne, pp. 231–258.
42  Kantak: Bernardyni w Polsce.
43  Gustaw, et al.: Katalog Archiwum, pp. 5–94.
44  Gustaw: Klasztor i kościół św. Józefa.
45  Gąsiorowska: Początki klasztoru, pp. 113–130.
46  Święch: Źródła utrzymania klasztoru, pp. 575–595.
47  Kamińska: Klasztory brygidek.
48  Swastek: Święta Brygida.
49  Piotrkowska: Brygidki w polskiej, pp. 129–159.
50  Sochacka: Powody lokalizacji, pp. 21–36.
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analysis of fragments of the manuscript Liber benificiorum by Jan Długosz, 
the author presented new findings concerning the medieval property of the 
monastery of Lublin Bridget’s nuns.51

Monastery is primarily formed by people, so the image of the commu-
nity is consisted of values, actions, decisions, social and family environment 
represented by individual members of the monasteries.52 Therefore, in my 
research I pay more and more attention to issues related to everyday life in 
the monastery and people belonging to the religious community. It is certain 
that medieval sources do not allow for a full coverage of this issue, although 
the published publications in this field indicate quite significant research 
possibilities regarding the monastic regulations53, the organisation of par-
ticular times of the day, cuisine and meals54, infirmary55, monastic offices56, 
individual stages of monastic life, i.e. the veil, profession, death and funeral. 
Important items dealing with the above-mentioned issues are studied by 
Olga Miriam Przybyłowicz.57 The latest publication by this researcher is 
a book devoted to monasteries of Poor Clares in Lesser Poland, Greater 
Poland and Silesia, in which the issues of foundations, hierarchy, monastic 
offices and everyday life are discussed.58 The history of the convent of the 
Krakow Poor Clares is of particular interest to Patrycja Gąsiorowska, whose 
latest work is a prosopographical study.59 In this publication, the author also 
examined the origins of the foundation, the issues of monastic offices, and 
paid a great deal of attention to the dignity of the superior.60 Everyday life 
in the Norbertine convent was researched by J. Rajman, who focused on 

51  Plisiecki: Uposażenie klasztoru, pp. 9–22.
52  Pobóg-Lenartowicz: Z Opola do Sącza, pp. 40–47; Pluta: Środowisko rodzinne, 

pp. 77–96.
53  Jolanta Gwioździk wrote about the culture of books and the ability to read in 

female monasteries from the 16th–18th centuries. Gwioździk: Kultura pisma, pp. 91–160.
54  Rajman: Jadłospis norbertanek, pp. 407–411; Przybyłowicz: O pożywieniu zakonnic, 

pp. 3–18; Eadem: “Dla prędszego”, pp. 241–266.
55  Gąsiorowska: Kuchnia i infirmeria, pp. 394–406. 
56  56 Pluta: “Abbess, Prioress, Mother”, pp. 87–100.
57  Przybyłowicz: Długość życia, pp. 17–34; Eadem: “Pamięć obłóczyn”, pp. 179–194.
58  Eadem: Reguła zakonna.
59  Gąsiorowska: Średniowieczne klaryski, pp. 363–393; Eadem: Klaryski z dynastii 

Piastów, pp. 119–134; Eadem: Życie codzienne; Eadem: Skład osobowy.
60  Eadem: Konwent klarysek.
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the monastic offices and the complex issues of naming superiors, as well as 
the social origin of the nuns. The researcher also characterised the nuns’ 
everyday lives.61

 Due to the fact that it is the people who create the monastery, proso-
pographic studies are important in researching the history of monasteries. 
Czesław Deptuła62, Czesław Gil63 and Małgorzata Borkowska are considered 
to be the precursors of Polish studies. The fruit of many years of study by 
sister M. Borkowska mainly includes three volumes of lexicons, containing 
short biographies of nuns from the pre-partition era.64 Subsequent publi-
cations were authored by Dariusz Karczewski65, Przemysław Wiszewski66, 
Marzena Baum67 and Anna Szylar.68 One should also indicate the post-con-
ference collection of studies as part of the publication Sanctimoniales. Zak-
ony żeńskie w Polsce i Europie Środkowej (do przełomu XVIII i XIX wieku), 
in which we can find a subsection containing research on the composition 
of, among others, Silesian convents.69

An important initiative is also published by Krzysztof Rafał Prokop in 
the pages of the Lublin biennial Archiwa, Biblioteki i Muzea Kościelne, sour-
ce excerpts containing information about Polish bishops and abbots of the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. These publications contain informati-
on about offices from the monasteries of interest to us.70 The study of the 
personal composition of the Lesser Poland communities was undertaken 
indirectly by Zofia Kozłowska-Budkowa, who included list of superiors, in 
the publication in the published documents of the Imbramowice Norber-

61  Rajman: Klasztor Norbertanek, pp. 103–129.
62  Deptuła: Skład osobowy, pp. 198–200. 
63  Gil: Słownik polskich.
64  Borkowska: Prozopografia polskich, pp. 315–324; Eadem: Leksykon zakonnic, 1–3; 

Eadem: Słownik; Eadem: Liczebność i skład, pp. 245–269; Eadem: Skład osobowy, pp. 62–79.
65  Karczewski: Skład osobowy, pp. 101–112; Kabaciński et al.: Przeorysze i podprzeo-

rysze, pp. 135–176.
66  Wiszewski: Mniszki benedyktyńskie, pp. 69–90; Idem: Opactwo benedyktynek.
67  Baum: Klasztor w mieście; Eadem: Struktura społeczna, pp. 249–266.
68  Szylar: Liczba zakonnic, pp. 287–352; Eadem: Konwent bernardynek, pp. 35–106, 

Eadem: Przyczynek do dziejów, pp. 87–133. 
69  Barciak: Skład osobowy, pp. 333–341; Wilczewska: Struktura, pp. 362–374; Kaczma-

rek: Przyczynek do badań, pp. 342–352; Pietrzyk: Klasztor klarysek, pp. 353–361.
70  Prokop: Wypisów źródłowych, 1–7; Idem: Duchowi synowie, pp. 195–220.
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tine nuns.71 K. Kramarska-Anyszek, based on monastic sources as well as 
diplomatic codes, made a list of nuns, along with information about offices, 
the time of entering the monastery and the death of nuns.72 Józef Marecki, 
on the basis of the oldest surviving biography of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Staniątki, compiled a list of superiors.73 Stanisław Załęski created a list 
of the superiors of the sądecki monastery74, and H. Święch compiled a list 
of the superiors of the Bernardine monastery st. Agnieszka in Krakow.75 
In 2011, the birth certificate of the Lublin’s Brigid nuns was published, in 
which we can find a list of candidates entering the monastery, which starts 
from 1579, and a list of deceased nuns, the first information comes from 
1530.76 A very important publication in the context of prosopographic rese-
arch on monasteries in Lesser Poland is the previously mentioned Lexicons 
of nuns of the pre-partition era, by sister M. Borkowska. However, these lists 
need to be supplemented, as the researcher herself suggests.77 Recent studies 
on the prosopography of the monasteries in question include research on 
the convent of the Krakow Poor Clares by the aforementioned P. Gąsiorow-
ska.78 Despite the aforementioned achievements of Polish historians, the 
prosopographic studies of female monasteries undoubtedly require conti-
nuation and supplementation, especially since most of the listed works were 
of a contribution nature. Only P. Gąsiorowska’s publication is an insightful 
study of prosopography. The author of this article hopes that her future 
publication will fill this gap to some extent. This work concerns the pro-
sopography of monasteries in the Krakow voivodeship, i.e. the Norbertine 
Sisters in Zwierzyniec and Imbramowice, nuns of Monastery of the Holy 
Spirit de Saxia in Kraków, the Poor Clares in Kraków and Nowy Sącz, and 
Bernardine Sisters. The main goal of the research was an attempt to show 
the personal composition of individual convents, and then an analysis of 
issues related to the family, the motives behind the choice of monastic life, 

71  Kozłowska-Budkowa: Uposażenie klasztoru, pp. 369–380; Eadem: Dokumenty 
Klasztoru.

72  Kramarska-Anyszek: Dzieje klasztoru, pp. 5–169.
73  Marecki: Ksienie klasztoru, pp. 99–121.
74  Załęski: Św. Kinga.
75  Święch: Przełożone klasztoru, pp. 113–132.
76  Marczewski: Metryka brygidek. 
77  Borkowska: Leksykon zakonnic, 1, p. 14 and 3, p. 15; Prokop: Trzy tomy, pp. 97–107. 
78  Gąsiorowska: Życie codzienne.
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the characteristics of communities in terms of numbers, society, age, power 
and rotation at monastic offices. It should also be noted that there are no 
Polish research projects79 aimed at creating internet databases containing 
information about Polish or Lesser Poland’s nuns.80

An important issue regarding the problems of everyday life and com-
munity life is the spirituality as well as charisms of individual monasteries. 
This topic is important for religious life, though extremely difficult due to 
the poorly preserved source base, and the fact that the religious path desi-
gnated by the founder was subject to numerous transformations that were 
elusive from the sources. This resulted mainly from the passage of time and 
spirituality shifts in society, the traditions and local customs developed by 
religion and various generations of nuns, especially by superiors who, due 
to their personality, set a specific tone for their communities. Regardless of 
whether the monastery was a standalone unit or incorporated into a larger 
structure, it was subject to processes that are extremely difficult to grasp. 
The spirituality of the Premonstratensians was guided by Jerzy Rajman81 
and Grzegorz Ryś,82 Poor Clares, Cecylian Niezgoda83, Benedictine’s nun 
B. Krasnowolski, and Bernardine’s nuns K. Kantak K. Kaczmarek and M. 
Rusiecki.84 K. Antosiewicz made a short description of the spirituality of 
Order of the Holy Spirit.85 The subject of the religiosity of Polish nunnery 

79  According to the authors’ assumptions, the database is to contain information 
about monasteries and nuns from the Middle Ages and modern times, located all over 
Europe. However, there is no information about convents in Poland, with the exception 
of the Norbertine monastery in Zwierzyniec. The record, however, is incomplete and, in 
addition, contains incorrect information. Female Monasticism’s Database, http://femmoda-
ta.uni-goettingen.de/database.html?state=forumbox:32 (15.06.2021); Who were the Nuns? 
A prosographical study of the English Convents in exile 1600–1800, https://wwtn.history.
qmul.ac.uk/search/search.php (15.06.2021)

80  A similar Polish initiative was noted in relation to the Dominicans belonging to the 
Polish province in the years 1222–1500. Currently, the dictionary has 3028 biographical 
cards. Słownik Biograficzny Polskich Mendykantów w Średniowieczu, Tom I: Dominikanie. 
Baza danych. https://sop.dominikanie.pl/ (15.06.2021)

81  Rajman: Przyczynek do zagadnienia, pp. 5–27.
82  Ryś: Duchowość premonstrateńska, pp. 66–74.
83  Niezgoda: Duchowy profil, pp. 219–224.
84  Migdał: Bernardynki, p. 315; Rusiecki: Trzy klasztory, pp. 97–113. 
85  Antosiewicz: Konstytucje, pp. 57–58.
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was tackled by the aforementioned M. Borkowska, who pointed out the 
research difficulties involved.86

The issues of education and training of nuns are of particular interest 
to foreign researchers.87 In Polish academia, however, it mainly refers to 
the education of secular girls by nuns.88 The first monastic schools were 
certified at the end of the 16th century during visitation of Cardinal Jerzy 
Radziwiłł to the Norbertine nuns from Zwierzyniec, Imbramowice, the 
Benedictine nuns from Staniątki, Poor Clares from Kraków and Stary 
Sącz.89 However, there is no attempt to include the education of novices and 
professed women in individual communities, which had to occur at least at 
certain stages of monastic life. This is directly indicated by the normative 
sources. Another side issue in the research are the penalties and gradation 
of offences in convents.90 These issues were discussed by O. M. Przybyłowicz 
in the above-mentioned publication Reguła zakonna jest wozem do nieba. 
(…), as well as Maciej Mączyński, in his research on the statutes of the 
Premonstratensian chapter of 154191, this problem was also examined by 
J. Rajman in the above-mentioned chapter on everyday life.92

Monastery deaths and funerals are difficult and rarely discussed topics. 
These issues were not of particular interest to researchers, both in the litur-
gical, cultural and practical context.93 Nevertheless, we can mention at least 
a few Polish researchers who have dealt with this issue, including Alfons 
Labuda94, Franciszek Wolnik95 and Kazimierz Łatak.96 The work edited by 

86  Borkowska: Duchowość polskich, pp. 111–124.
87  Bell: What nuns, pp. 57–79; Blanton et al.: Leoba and the Iconography, pp. 3–26; 

Wiethaus: Collaborative Literacy, pp. 27–46; Stoop: From Reading, pp. 47–66; Knox: Her 
Book–Lined, pp. 67–88.

88  Rybak et al.: Szkoła PP.; Szylar: Działalność; Eadem: Ideały wychowawcze, pp. 11–27; 
Eadem: Wzorce wychowania, pp. 25–43; Eadem: Szkoła dla dziewcząt, pp. 204–211; Mierze-
jewska: Życie zakonne, pp. 169–178; Niezgoda: Działalność edukacyjna, pp. 125–146. 

89  Pelczar: Klasztorne szkoły, pp. 95–109. 
90  Przybyłowicz: Statuty klarysek, pp. 80–103; Eadem: Reguła zakonna, p. 320. Plu-

ta-Saladra: “O zabijaczkach”, pp. 64–71.
91  Mączyński: Kto karze, pp. 189–190.
92  Rajman: Klasztor norbertanek, pp. 103–128.
93  Przybyłowicz: Droga do Pana, p. 227.
94  Labudda: Liturgia pogrzebu, pp. 84–121.
95  Wolnik: Liturgia śmierci, pp. 351–369.
96  Łatak: Późnośredniowieczny ceremoniał, p. 62.
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M. Derwich entitled Śmierć w dawnej Europie97 is also worth mentioning. 
The subject of funerals in female monasteries was highlighted by Elżbieta 
Dąbrowska, who analysed the funeral ceremony of the abbot and abbess in 
the Benedictine monasteries.98 Neither did the archaeological research of 
Krystyna Sułkowska-Tuszyńska at the Norbertine convent in Strzelno yield 
specific answers about the burial of the nuns.99 However, these publications 
lack direct information about the monasteries of interest to us.100 An im-
portant article on the discussed subject is the study by O. M. Przybyłowicz, 
in which the author analysed the liturgy and funeral ceremonies in the 
convents of Poor Clares.101 Research on female monasteries also concerned 
issues related to art102, church architecture and monastery buildings (Poor 
Clares103, Norbertines104, Benedictines, Bridgettines105).

In the presented research by Polish historians, monastic sources were 
used (including books for admitting nuns to the monastery106, visitation 
protocols, monastery chronicles, obituaries), printed sources: Kodeks dy-
plomatyczny Małopolski, Kodeks dyplomatyczny katedry krakowskiej św. 
Wacława, published by Franciszek Piekosiński107, as well as Zbiór doku-
mentów małopolskich oraz Zbiór dokumentów katedry i diecezji krakowskiej, 
published by Stanisław Kuraś.108 In addition, Starodawne Prawa Polskiego 
Pomniki109. Matricularum Regni Poloniae summaria,110 Najstarsza księga 

97  Derwich: Śmierć w dawnej Europie.
98  Dąbrowska: Ceremoniał pogrzebu, pp. 9–29.
99  Sułkowska-Tuszyńska: Klasztor Norbertanek, p. 147.
100  Borkowska: Życie codzienne, pp. 125–135.
101  Przybyłowicz: Droga do Pana, pp. 227–247.
102  Kornecki: W kręgu sztuki, pp. 139–146; Szczebak: Z dziejów kościoła, pp. 165–178.
103  Przybyłowicz: Architektura kościoła, pp. 227–247; Swoboda: Średniowieczne relikty, 

pp. 193–208; Pajor: Several remarks, pp. 21–32.
104  Radwańska: Kościół św. Salwatora, pp. 15–40; Daranowska-Łukaszewska: Katalog 

zabytków; Sobol: Kultura Klasztoru.
105  Michoński: Kościół; Wadowski: Kościoły; Idem: Kościół pod wezwaniem.
106  Gapski: Przydatność ksiąg, pp. 97–111.
107  Piekosiński (ed.): Kodeks, 1–4; Ibidem: Kodeks, 1–2; Kodeks, 5,
http://www.kodeks.pau.krakow.pl/dokumenty.html, (15.06.2021).
108  Kuraś et al.: Zbiór dokumentów, 1–8; Kuraś: Zbiór, 1–2.
109  Helcel et al.: Starodawne Prawa Polskiego Pomniki, 1–4.
110  Wierzbowski: Matricularum, 1–5.
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Sądu Najwyższego Prawa Niemieckiego na Zamku Krakowskim111, Wypisy 
źródłowe do dziejów Wawelu z archiwaliów kapitulnych i kurialnych kra-
kowskich112 and Cracovia artificum. Suplementa, elaborated by Bolesław 
Przybyszewski.113 The subjects of research were also the monastic rules 
and statutes published in print114, the lives and miracles of the Saint Poor 
Clares.115 These characters are abundantly described in the literature. 

In research on convents, little use was made of Acta officialia (official’s 
court records) (Vol. 1–33)116, Acta Episcopalia (files of activities of the bishops 
of Krakow)117, Acta Administratorialia (Vol. 1–8)118 stored in Archives of the 
Metropolitan Curia in Krakow, as well as the castle and land records from 
the area of former Cracow and Sandomierz Voivodships.119 The records from 
the above-mentioned sources contain extremely valuable information, enab-
ling the identification of the personal composition of individual convents, 
determination of offices, tracing the clerical career: term of office, rotation 
and the importance of individual positions in the monastic hierarchy. The 
records also provide information about the families of individual nuns, i.e. 
parents, brothers and sisters, also staying in the same monasteries. However, 
using the above sources is tedious and difficult work. Finally, some rarely 
exploited collections of miracles of, among others, John of Kety120, the bishop 
Prandoty or St. Szymon from Lipnica121, where we also come across nuns are 
mentioned. Not only specific persons, but also the spirituality, traditions and 
customs of individual monasteries emerge from these sources.

111  Kłodziński: Najstarsza księga. 
112  Przybyszewski: Wypisy źródłowe.
113  Przybyszewski: Cracovia artificum.
114  Prejs: Reguła zakonu; Karaś et al.: Statuty Kapituły; Ambrożkiewicz: Reguła; Bąba: 

Reguła; Świderkówna: Reguła. 
115  Kętrzyński: Vita sancte, pp. 770–796; Idem: Vita et Miracula, pp. 662–744; Przeź

dziecki et al.: Vita beatae, pp. 182–334.
116  Archiwum Kurii Metropolitalnej w Krakowie: Acta Officialia Cracoviensia, 2–102.
117  Archiwum Kurii Metropolitalnej w Krakowie: Acta Episcopalia, 1–33.
118  Archiwum Kurii Metropolitalnej w Krakowie: Acta Administratorialia, 1–8.
119  Archiwum Państwowe w Krakowie: Acta terrestria Cracoviensia, Acta Castrensia 

Sandecensia, Acta Terrestria Czchoviensia.
120  Kętrzyński: Miracula, pp. 483–533.
121  Archiwum Bernardynów w Krakowie: Miracula beati patris Siominis Lypnycensis, 

sign. I–e–1.



State and perspectives of research on medieval female monasteries 49

The achievements of Polish medievalists on female monasteries in 
Lesser Poland are quite considerable. The conducted research brings both 
new knowledge and broadens the questionnaire and research perspectives. 
However, new denominations are yet to be investigated by researchers, 
such as the problem of female monasteries in Lesser Poland which remains 
underexploited. Many phenomena of the female religious movement re-
quire clear and in-depth analyses. A few are worth mentioning, including 
the influence of male monasteries on female monasteries, in the context of 
foundations, recruitment or the organisation itself, the functioning of fema-
le monasteries in cities122, and issues related to nuns brought to justice. An 
interesting and, at the same time, neglected research area involves groups of 
tertiary women, which testifies to the diversity and multiplicity of shades of 
the female religious movement. Moreover, there is a noticeable lack of com-
parative research, which results from the disproportion in studies on female 
monasteries from the regions of Poland. Hence, the postulates regarding the 
deepening of research on female religious life outlined in the publication 
Refleksje nad badaniami na temat kobiet w średniowiecznej Polsce by Anna 
Pobóg-Lenartowicz and Olga Miriam Przybyłowicz are still valid.123

Stan i perspektywy badań nad średniowiecznymi żeńskimi 
klasztorami w Małopolsce

Streszczenie

Niniejszy artykuł stanowi omówienie aktualnego stanu badań dotyczącego śred
niowiecznych klasztorów żeńskich na terenie Małopolski (norbertanek, benedyk-
tynek, kanoniczek św. Ducha de Saxia (duchaczki), klarysek, brygidek). Starsza 
historiografia koncentrowała się przede wszystkim na zagadnieniu fundacji oraz 
uposażenia. Nowsze studia podejmują problematykę mieszkanek klasztorów i ich 
aktywności na różnych obszarach. Artykuł ma także na celu wskazanie dalszych 
możliwości badawczych w omawianej problematyce. 

122  Manikowska: Klasztor żeński, pp. 7–46; Eadem: Klasztor żeński, pp. 208–223; 
Wiszewski: Opactwo benedyktynek.

123  Including much older research postulates Derwich: Monastycyzm w kulturze, 
pp. 17–28; Idem: Stan i potrzeba, pp. 5–65; Pobóg-Lenartwoicz et al.: Refleksje nad bada-
niami, pp. 45–47.
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Stand und Perspektiven der Forschung zu mittelalterlichen 
Frauenklöstern in Kleinpolen

Zusammenfassung

In diesem Beitrag wird der aktuelle Forschungsstand zu mittelalterlichen Frauen-
klöstern in Kleinpolen (Prämonstratenserinnen, Benediktinerinnen, Kanonissen 
des Heiligen Geistes de Saxia, Klarissen, Birgitten) besprochen. Die ältere Ge-
schichtsschreibung konzentrierte sich vor allem auf der Frage der Stiftung und des 
Vermögens. Neuere Studien greifen Themen zu den Bewohnerinnen des Klosters 
und deren Tätigkeiten in verschiedenen Bereichen auf. Die Abhandlung soll auch 
weitere Forschungsmöglichkeiten in der diskutierten Fragestellung aufzeigen.

Übersetzt von  
Renata Skowrońska

State and perspectives of research on medieval female 
monasteries in Lesser Poland

Summary

This article discusses the current state of research on medieval female monaster-
ies in Małopolska (Norbertine nuns, Benedictine nuns, nuns of Monastery of the 
Holy Spirit de Saxia (duchaczki), Poor Clares, Brigid nuns). The older historiog-
raphy focused primarily on the issue of the foundation and economy. Newer 
studies deal with the issues of female convents and their activity in various areas. 
The article is also intended to indicate further research possibilities within the 
scope of the discussed issue.
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