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Jakub Niedzwiedz, Karol topatecki, Grzegorz Franczak: The Mapping
of a Russian War. The Atlas of the Principality of Polatsk by Stanistaw
Pachotowiecki (1580), Brill Leiden, Boston 2025, ss. 209, mapy

Monografia The Mapping of a Russian War.
The Atlas of the Principality of Polatsk by
Stanistaw Pacholowiecki (1580), autorstwa
Jakuba Niedzwiedzia, Karola Lopateckiego
i Grzegorza Franczaka, stanowi fundamen-
talne, przekrojowe i krytyczne studium
jednego z najwazniejszych zrédet kartogra-
ficznych zwiazanych z kampania potocka
kréla Stefana Batorego z 1579 r. Dzielo
to, opublikowane w Rzymie w 1580 r.
przez Giovanniego Battistg¢ Cavalieriego
(de’ Cavalleriis), jest traktowane przez
Autordéw nie tylko jako zabytek kartogra-
ficzny, ale przede wszystkim jako klu-
czowy element propagandy politycznej
realizowanej przez Rzeczpospolita Obojga
Narodéw, prowadzonej w celu legitymi-
zacji zwycigstwa Batorego nad Moskwa
na arenie mi¢dzynarodowej. Recenzow-
ana ksiazka jest w przewazajacej mierze
rozszerzona, zmodyfikowang i komplek-
sowo zredagowang pod katem wprowadze-
nia do obiegu mi¢dzynarodowego wersja
weze$niej opublikowanych artykutéw
w jezyku polskim w czasopismie , Ter-
minus” w latach 2017 i 2021'. Podziat
monografii na trzy gtéwne cz¢sci (Atlas,
Aspekty militarne oraz Propaganda, polityka
i konstrukcja wiedzy) $wiadczy o zastoso-
waniu interdyscyplinarnej metodologii,
ktéra sugeruje przekroczenie tradycyjnych
ram obowiazujacych w studiach z zakresu
historii kartografii.

' Na przyktad: J. NiedZwiedz, The Atlas of the Principality of Polotsk —
an Introduction, ,Terminus’, 19, 2017, 1 (42), s. 19-36; G. Franczak,
,Atlas Ksiestwa Potockiego” Stanistawa Pachotowieckiego z 1580
roku — transkrypcja i przekfad, ,Terminus”, 19, 2017, 1 (42), s. 61-74;
K. topatecki, Ocena wiarygodnosci Zrddet kartograficznych prezentujqcych
oblezenie Potocka z 1579 roku, ,Terminus”, 19, 2017, 4 (45), 5. 759—
795; G. Franczak, Filologia mapy. Badanie dawnej kartografii metodq
krytyki tekstu na przyktadzie toponimii mapy Ksiestwa Pofockiego
S. Pachotowieckiego z 1580 roku, Terminus’, 19, 2017, 1 (42), 5. 193-252.

Przedmiotem wiasciwej analizy jest cykl
o$miu rycin, z ktérych dwie to duze mapy,
a sze$¢ to mniejsze widoki zdobytych for-
tec: Descriptio Ducatus Polocensis, Obsidio

The Mapping of
a Russian War

The Atlas of the Principality
"

et expugnatio munitissimae arcis Polocensis,
oraz plany zamkéw Kaziany, Krasny, Sit-
na, Sokol, Susa i Turotilia. Cho¢ mniejsze
widoki nie sa podpisane przez Stanistawa
Pachotowieckiego, to sposéb rysowania
sugeruje jego autorstwo, przynajmniej
w zakresie kopiowania wcze$niejszych
szkicow. Autorzy wnikliwie odnosza si¢ do
dotychczasowego stanu badan; wskazuja
na koniecznos$¢ ponownej krytycznej oce-
ny zabytkéw kartograficznych, poniewaz
wezesniejsze analizy — zwlaszcza te prowa-
dzone przez Karola Buczka — opieraly si¢
na niedokladnych dziewigtnastowiecznych
przedrukach Atlasu. Krytyka ta, zapoczat-
kowana juz przez Mieczystawa Ge¢barowi-
cza?, jest kluczowym punktem wyjscia dla
opisywanej tu monografii (s. 25).
Ksiazka wprowadza i demonstruje sku-

teczno$¢ filologicznej analizy (philology of

2 M. Gebarowicz, Poczqtki malarstwa historycznego w Polsce, Wroctaw
1981.
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a map) (s. 45). Podejscie to, koncentrujace
si¢ szczegolnie na onomastyce, pozwala na
traktowanie toponimii jako ,,najtrwalszego
dziedzictwa Atlasu” (s. 44—45). Poprzez
analiz¢ toponiméw Autorzy $ledza filiacje
map i udowadniaja, ze mapa Pacholowiec-
kiego byta kluczowym Zrédlem dla péz-
niejszej kartografii europejskiej. Wskazuja,
ze obraz geograficzny ksigstwa potockiego,
z bogactwem nazw wczesniej nieobecnych
na mapach, zostal przeniesiony do atlaséw
Macieja Strubicza (1589), Gerarda Merca-
tora (1595) czy stynnej mapy radziwittow-
skiej (1613). Przyktadowo, badajacy Arlas
wezesniej Stanistaw Alexandrowicz zauwa-
zyl, ze Tomasz Makowski (autor mapy ra-
dziwiltowskiej) wykorzystal mape Pachoto-
wieckiego w sposéb ewidentnie krytyczny,
poprawiajac nazwy znieksztatcone przez
sztycharza. Mimo to 33 z 40 miejscowosci
na tej czgsci mapy Makowskiego pochodzi-
to od Pachotowieckiego (s. 52, przyp. 31).

Cze$¢ druga monografii analizuje Atlas
pod katem jego praktycznej wartosci mi-
litarnej i uznaje go za mapg operacyjna.
Mimo pewnych niescistosei (jak btedne
umiejscowienie Dzisny na prawym brzegu
Dzwiny) Pachotowiecki zapewniat dos¢
szczegOlowy przeglad skomplikowanej sieci
wodnej i osadniczej terenu dziataii wojen-
nych. Jego mapy wykorzystywaty arbitral-
na definicj¢ mili, prawdopodobnie odpo-
wiadajaca mila communis (ok. 5,6 km),
cho¢ éwcezesne miary odlegtosci byty nie-
stabilne i czgsto zalezaly od subiektywne-
go poczucia przestrzeni (4000, 4500 lub
5000 krokéw).

Autorzy dowodza, ze cykl o$miu rycin
byl traktowany jako jednolita kompozy-
cja kartograficzna (s. 7). Sp6jnos¢ ta byta
celowa, a elementy krajobrazu i umoc-
nienia z planéw poszczegdlnych zamkéw
(np. Turoulia) byly wlaczone do duzej
mapy ksigstwa potockiego. Monografia
szczegblowo poréwnuje plan oble¢zenia
Potocka z rysunkiem Paulusa zum Thurn.
Obalajac opinig Stanistawa Alexandrowi-
cza, ktéry uwazal plan zum Thurna za

bardziej wiarygodny, Autorzy argumentuja,
ze plan Pachotowieckiego jest najbardziej
precyzyjnym i wiarygodnym zrédlem kar-
tograficznym, jesli chodzi o odwzorowanie
fortyfikacji Potocka z 1579 r., co potwier-
dza zgodnos¢ z planami z potowy XVII w.
Rycina precyzyjnie ukazuje rozmieszcze-
nie obozéw sit krélewskich — polskiego,
litewskiego, wegierskiego i niemieckiego,
jak réwniez obozu ochotnikéw. Wskazano
takze na uzycie emblematéw heraldycz-
nych na choragwiach, w tym na obecnos¢
wegierskiej kawalerii (w ramach sit Bato-
rego), smoka Sforzéw uzywanego przez
krélowa Anng Jagiellonke oraz stupéw
Giedymina (s. 99). Ponadto monografia
dostarcza dowoddéw na to, ze mapy byly
wykorzystywane w planowaniu taktycz-
nym. Autorzy powotuja si¢ tu na list nun-
cjusza Giovanniego Andrei Caligariego
z lutego 1580 r., ktéry informowat, ze
biskup ptocki Piotr Dunin Wolski otrzy-
mat ,wszystkie rysunki fortec” i ,,spos6b
i porzadek obl¢zenia Potocka” (s. 91). Plan
oblezenia Potocka postuzyt takze jako in-
spiracja dla tekstu Basiliusa Hyacinthiusa
z Wilna, Panegyricus in excidium Polocen-
se (1580), ktéry opisywal rozmieszczenie
wojsk. Kluczows tezg pracy jest rola Arlasu
jako elementu polskiej szesnastowiecznej
propagandy wojennej (s. 115). Wydanie
to miato za zadanie uzasadnié zwycigstwo
Batorego, skierowane bylto gléwnie do elity
kulturalnej i politycznej w Europie.
Autorzy analizuja Atlas w kontekscie
renesansowych gatunkéw tekstualnych —
chorografii i emblematyki. W gérnym
lewym rogu mapy Pachotowieckiego
znajduje si¢ obszerna legenda, ktéra przed-
stawia histori¢ Potocka w duchu chorogra-
fii, opierajac si¢ na antycznych zasadach
pochwaty miast (s. 133). Tekst ten legi-
tymizowal panowanie Rzeczypospolitej,
podkreslajac historyczna przynaleznosé
ksigstwa polockiego do Wielkiego Ksie-
stwa Litewskiego od korica XIV w. Byt
to bezposredni kontrargument wobec
roszczeni Iwana Groznego, ktéry réwniez
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powotywat si¢ na pochodzenie od kniaziéw
potockich. Tytut Polotia recepta (Potock
odzyskany/przyjety) stat si¢ toponimem
o cechach propagandowych. W prawym
gbérnym rogu mapy umieszczono herb Rze-
czypospolitej z herbem Stefana Batorego
(Orzet i Pogon z Sercem Wegierskim) oraz
epigram Tomasza Tretera. Ten element jest
interpretowany jako stemma, czyli heral-
dyczna odmiana emblematu. Wiersz Tre-
tera wzywa Batorego do zdeptania ,wro-
ga imienia rzymskiego” i szerzenia ,wiary
Chrystusa”, co kreuje Batorego na obroricg
katolicyzmu i wielkiego wojownika walcza-
cego przeciw schizmatykom — Moskwie.

Autorzy uznaja Atlas Pachotowieckiego
za pierwszy polski atlas, poniewaz zostat
pomyslany i wydrukowany jako spéjny
zestaw map i widokéw, odzwierciedlaja-
cy cate terytorium ksigstwa potockiego
z réznych perspektyw (mapa regionu, plan
stolicy, widoki zamkéw) (s. 7). Publikacja
ta mogta by¢ inspirowana zaréwno 7he-
atrum orbis terrarum Abrahama Orteliu-
sa, jak i kolekcjami graficznymi Antonia
Lafreriego w Rzymie. Monografia jasno
ukazuje, ze Atlas byt czgécia zorganizowa-
nego i zsynchronizowanego wysitku pro-
pagandowego kancelarii kanclerza Jana
Zamoyskiego. Dziatania te obejmowaty
wydanie facirskich edyktéw krélewskich,
mowy Andrzeja Patrycego Nideckiego
oraz wiersze Jana Kochanowskiego (Ode
de expugnatione Polottei i O wzigciu Potoc-
ka), z ktérych ten ostatni prawdopodob-
nie réwniez czerpal inspiracj¢ z planéw
Pachotowieckiego.

Warto doda¢, ze Autorzy oméwili tak-
ze dlugofalowe dziedzictwo map Pacho-
towieckiego. Wskazali, ze informacje

wprowadzone przez niego zostaly prze-
jete poiniej przez Strubicza, Mercatora
i Makowskiego, stajac si¢ standardem
w europejskim obrazie geograficznym
pogranicza polsko-litewsko-moskiewskie-
go. O dlugofalowej recepcji mapy moze
takze $wiadczy¢ to, ze fragment Atlasu
zostal uwieczniony na stynnym obrazie
Jana Matejki Batory pod Pskowem (1872),
na ktérym jest studiowany przez ksigcia
Konstantego Wasyla Ostrogskiego. Co
wigcej, rycina Pachotowieckiego (widok
oblezonego Potocka) byta wykorzystywana
do celéw propagandowych na Biatorusi
w czasach nowoczesnych. Przykladem sg
monety okolicznosciowe Narodowego
Banku Biatorusi z 1998 i 2015 r., przed-
stawiajace historyczne miasto Potock.
Monografia 7he Mapping of a Russian
War jest dzietem o wyjatkowej wartosci
badawczej. Autorzy nie tylko dokonuja
niezbednej korekty ustalent wezesniejszych
historykéw kartografii, podpierajac si¢
nowymi narz¢dziami analitycznymi, ale
takze w sposéb innowacyjny umieszcza-
ja kartografi¢ w kontekscie retorycznym,
politycznym i wojskowym Rzeczypospo-
litej Obojga Narodéw w dobie renesan-
su. Uznanie Atlasu Pachotowieckiego za
pierwszy polski atlas i synkretyczny tekst
propagandowy, taczacy chorografig, em-
blematyke i strategic wojskowa, stanowi
istotne przewartosciowanie jego miejsca
w historii kultury i wiedzy geograficz-
nej. Stusznie wigc stanowisko Autoréw
zostaje pokazane mig¢dzynarodowym
odbiorcom. [

Tomasz Zwiazek
(Warszawa)
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Geohistory of Galicia 1772-1918: Studies and Materials, edited by Tomasz
Kargol, translated by Krzysztof Barnas, Jagiellonian University Press, Krakdw,

2024, 431 pp., list of illustrations

This valuable book is the first work of its
kind dealing with the former Habsburg
province of Galicia. It reviews a range of

HISTORY
OF GALICIA

1772-1916 Studies and Material

e “‘r\;)’_:;f“_;.'j’ =
als

sources available for those who wish to
work on the region’s geohistory, that is,
history with a firm geographical/spatial
grounding. It also shows, via case studies,
how one might undertake such research.
One might call the book a must-read for
those considering research in Galician geo-
history and other related disciplines, such
as environmental history.

The introduction provides a thorough
overview of the history of the term geo-
history and the relevant extant Polish
literature, beginning with the study of
natural disasters in the interwar period.
Other topics covered include (among oth-
ers) the natural environment, climate and
crop failures, changes in the landscape,
rivers and forests, as well as the literature
connected with travel and tourism.

An initial substantial chapter by the
volume’s editor, Tomasz Kargol, provides
an excellent, systematic, up-to-date guide
to pertinent sources in Galician geohis-
tory in Polish, Ukrainian, and Austrian

archives as well as in published form.
The author divides his sources into three
categories. At 40 pages in length, written
sources — further subdivided by category
— comprise the bulk of the chapter. The
author also covers cartography (12 pages;
several important maps are noted as now
being available online) and iconography
(especially photographs; 4 pages). With its
10-page bibliography, this chapter alone
is worth the price of the book.

It is not a stand-alone chapter, how-
ever. In three places in his chapter, Kar-
gol defers to the coverage elsewhere in the
book. One of these concerns the use of
the press, its advantages and pitfalls, which
is the focus of Adam Swiatek’s thoughtful
chapter, which examines more than just
the Polish-language press. Likewise, it is
Lukasz Jewuta who deals with descriptions
of Galicia by Polish and German travelers
in the late 18th and early 19th century.
Featured are German-language accounts
by Franz Kratter, Baltazar Hacquet, Joseph
Rohrer, Karl Feyerabend, Sameul Brede-
tzky, and their Polish counterparts by
Ewaryst Kuropatnicki, Stanistaw Staszic,
and Maciej Bogusz Stgczyriski. There are
also two chapters on Austrian land sur-
veys. In addition to his assessment of the
sources, Krzysztof Slusarek demonstrates
how tax documents and property inven-
tories can be used to reconstruct the geo-
graphical space of Zabolotiv/Zabtotéw,
in eastern Galicia. Second, an extensive
chapter by Daniel Krzysztof Nowak uses
data from the Josephinian Land Survey
(second half of the 1780s) on the Dukla
district to demonstrate how soil type and
natural conditions determined the prof-
itability of a given piece of land. While
religious denomination played no role in
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determining agricultural outcomes, the
Greek Catholic population, historically
settled on less profitable land under Wal-
lachian law, faced the consequences of that
settlement.

In another informative chapter, Krzysz-
tof Ostafin and Jarostaw Dziatek examine
medium-scale (1:25,000-1:200,000) top-
ographic and economic maps produced, in
the main for military purposes, at different
moments during the history of Galicia,
beginning with the so called Mieg’s map
(Josephinian Land Survey), which gives
one a starting point from the beginning
of the partition period, through the pho-
togrammetrical Fourth Military Survey
(1896-1915). Most of these maps are
available online. This chapter should be
read in conjunction with the cartographic
section of Kargol’s chapter. Robert Lipelts
solid contribution covers sources (again,
grouped by category) for the history of for-
ests and forestry in Galicia, which possessed
significant timber reserves. It turns out
there is much less information about the
period before the mid-19th century, when
forest cover began to recede significantly.

Several chapters deal with case stud-
ies, such as Pawet Franczak’s on epidem-
ics in the highland region of Babia Géra,
during the mid-century conclusion of
the Little Ice Age, in which he put par-
ish registers to good use. Klemens Kap

analyzes transregional trade statistics for
the entirety of Galicias existence to explain
how the region was peripheralized. Roman
Masyk has written an interesting history of
the gasification of cities in Eastern Galicia,
from the mid-19th century to the 1930s,
demonstrating how the region’s abundant
natural gas was long undervalued. A final
chapter seems not entirely to fit a book
focusing on Galicia: Andrzej Przegaliriski’s
study of the landed gentry in the Kingdom
of Poland in the twenty years from 1864 to
1884. While the post-emancipation transi-
tion could be instructive for students of
the parallel (if somewhat earlier) phenom-
enon in Galicia, the source base reflects
a different political entity and reality.

All told, this book provides an exem-
plary source base for the study of spatially
conditioned aspects of Galician history. It
should be on the reading list of scholars
and graduate students interested in either
Galicia or geohistory, as it opens up venues
for future research. This researcher learned
a good deal from the book. Kudos to the
“Seminar on the Geohistory of Galicia
(1772—-1918) Research Platform” that
produced this work; one hopes for further
fruitful international and interdisciplinary
projects like this in the field. [

Patrice M. Dabrowski
(Boston, MA)
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Jitka Mocickova: Mapovani déjin. Role déjepisnych atlasu ve
stfedoevropském prostoru 1848—1989, Univerzita Karlova, Nakladatelstvi
Karolinum, Praha 2024, ss. 340, ilustracje

Ksiazka czeskiej badaczki, pracownicy In-
stytutu Historii Czeskiej Akademii Nauk,

jest rozwinigciem jej pracy doktorskiej,

MAPOVANI DEJIN

obronionej na Uniwersytecie Karola w Pra-
dze w 2022 r. Ta proweniencja odciska
pigtno na charakterze pracy. Jest to dzieto
bardzo solidne, oparte na szerokiej lite-
raturze przedmiotu, wyczerpujaco i kon-
sekwentnie opisujace obrany temat, czyli
péttora wieku obecnosci atlaséw historycz-
nych na ziemiach czeskich. Jasno popro-
wadzony, chronologiczny wywéd analizuje
atlas po atlasie, stawiajac za kazdym razem
podobne pytania badawcze, a takze wnika
w techniki kartograficzne. Zrozumieniu
ewolucji metodologicznej sprzyja obszerny
wybér reprodukeji historycznych map, za-
mieszczony pod koniec ksiazki. Wszystko
to sa niewatpliwe zalety podejécia, kto-
rego jedyna wada wydaje si¢ by¢ pewien
schematyzm. Zdarzajg si¢ w tej ksigzce
miejsca, gdzie Autorka dostrzega poten-
gjalnie ciekawe konteksty, kt6rych tropem
moglaby péjs¢, odchodzac od gléwnego
nurtu narracji. Nigdy jednak nie opusz-
cza obranej drogi, trzymajac si¢ przyjgtego
schematu.

Pracg otwiera wstep, zawierajacy wpro-
wadzenie metodologiczne do historii
kartografii, charakterystyke stanu badan
oraz krétki zarys poczatkéw map histo-
rycznych w Europie. Nastgpne trzy roz-
dzialy obejmuja okresy wyznaczone przez
wydarzenia polityczne najwyzszej rangi:
utworzenie niepodlegtej Czechostowacji
w 1918 r., komunistyczny pucz w 1948
oraz uwiad systemu w 1989. Prac¢ zamyka
podsumowanie, reprodukcje map, spisy
atlaséw, bibliografie i indeksy. Kazdy z roz-
dziatéw chronologicznych ma podobny
uktad. Otwiera je zarys rozwoju kartogra-
fii historycznej w Europie Srodkowej, co
w praktyce oznacza Austrig, Niemcy, Pol-
ske i Wegry (te ostatnie w najmniejszym
stopniu). Potem w kolejnosci chronolo-
gicznej nastgpuje opis atlaséw funkcjonu-
jacych na czeskim badZ czechostowackim
rynku wydawniczym, ze szczegélnym
uwzglednieniem publikacji uzywanych
w szkotach. W podsumowaniu rozdziatu
Autorka charakteryzuje dominujace ce-
chy atlaséw w danym okresie, zwracajac
szczegblng uwagg na terytorialny i czasowy
zakres map.

Jaka historia czeskich atlaséw wylania
si¢ z tej ksiazki? Po pierwsze inkluzyw-
na. Decyzja Autorki, zeby uwzglednié¢
atlasy publikowane na ziemiach czeskich
i w Czechostowadji bez wzgledu na jezyk
opiséw i proweniencj¢ znalazta uzasad-
nienie merytoryczne, zwlaszcza we frag-
mentach ksiazki poswigconych wiekowi
XIX. Dziefa kartograficzne mialy wéwczas
charakter transnarodowy, rutynowo przy-
stosowywano niemieckojezyczne mapy do
uzytku czeskich czytelnikéw. Tej elastycz-
nosci wyraznie sprzyjat charakter weze-
snych atlaséw historycznych, w ktérych
starozytno$¢ zajmowata najwiccej miejsca,
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a mapy poswigcone pézniejszym dziejom
byly nieliczne. Zdarzato si¢ przy tym, ze
czescy wydawcy swobodnie podchodzili
do kwestii autorskich, kopiujac niemieckie
i austriackie mapy i zachowujac ten fake
dla siebie. Stad, jak przekonujaco dowodzi
Autorka, rewersem inkluzywnosci starszej
czeskiej kartografii historycznej byla wtér-
nos$¢. Na rynku dominowaly przektady
i kompilacje dziet obcych, a pierwsze sa-
modzielne préby czeskich autoréw rzad-
ko spotykaly si¢ z uznaniem fachowcéw.
Prace nowatorskie pojawialy si¢ na uboczu
gléwnego nurtu: w dzietach akademickich
(historycznych i archeologicznych) albo
— w XIX w. — w atlasach dziejéw biblij-
nych, w kolejnym za$ stuleciu w atlasach
popularnych, przeznaczonych dla szerokie-
go kregu zainteresowanych czytelnikéw,
a nie do nauki szkolnej.

Druga charakterystyczna cecha czeskich
atlaséw to kontynuacja. Co moze dziwi¢,
przetom 1918 r. nie odcisnat wyrazniej-
szego pietna na kartografii historycznej.
W szkotach i na rynku wydawniczym do-
minowaly atlasy proweniencji austriackie;j,
dostosowane do uzytku czechostowackich
czytelnikéw. Typowym przyktadem takiej
mimikry bylo dodanie map przedstawia-
jacych szlak bojowy legionéw czechosto-
wackich na Syberii. Kontynuacja wzoréw
austriackich wyrazata si¢ takze w niemal
zupelnym ignorowaniu Stowacji i Rusi
Podkarpackiej, czyli regionéw Republiki,
ke6re przed rokiem 1919 wchodzity w sktad
Wegier. Dopiero w czasie drugiej wojny
$wiatowej w Bratystawie opublikowano
atlas historyczny Stowagji, skadinad — jak
zauwaza Autorka — stosunkowo nowo-
czesny pod wzgledem metodologicznym.

Trzecia cecha historycznych atlaséw
ziem czeskich wydaje si¢ zaskakujaca. Mo-
globy si¢ wydawa¢, ze publikacje zajmujace
miejsce na styku dwoch dyscyplin szcze-
gblnie podatnych na nacjonalizm stana si¢
wehikutami ideologii ruchéw narodowych
i/albo paristwa. Niektére przyktady z kra-
jow osciennych — cho¢by Atlas Eugeniusza

Romera — wskazuja, jak duzy potencjat
mobilizacyjny i perswazyjny tkwi w mapie
historycznej. Tymczasem tadunek emo-
cjonalny czeskiej kartografii historycznej
okazuje si¢ niewielki. Ksigzka nie przynosi
informacji o konfliktach z niemieckimi
kartografami w okresie migdzywojennym
i — majac na uwadze solidnos¢ recenzowa-
nego opracowania — nalezy przypuszczal,
ze do takich star¢ po prostu nie dochodzi-
to. Czechostowakizm, czyli oficjalna ide-
ologia niepodlegtego paristwa, nie odcisnat
na atlasach wtasciwie zadnego pigtna. Co
wigcej, Autorka kilkakrotnie podkresla,
ze najtrudniej przychodzito jej uzyskanie
jakichkolwiek informacji o recepcji atlaséw
historycznych, szczegélnie tych wykorzy-
stywanych w szkotach. Uczniowie najwy-
razniej nie skarzyli si¢ na indoktrynacje
za pomocy map historycznych, a czescy
i niemieccy nauczyciele nie toczyli o nie
powazniejszych sporéw. Konflikt narodo-
wosciowy, ktéry na ziemiach czeskich w ja-
kims stopniu obejmowal prawie wszystkie
sfery zycia, atlasy wlasciwie ominat.

Tym wigkszym przelomem okazatl si¢
rok 1948, kiedy wraz z przejgciem wha-
dzy przez parti¢ komunistyczna doszto
do fundamentalnej zmiany programéw
nauczania, a w nastgpstwie takze atlaséw
historycznych. Sowietyzacja zbiegta si¢
wéwezas z przelomem metodologicznym
w kartografii, ktéremu Autorka pos$wigca
sporo uwagi. Dowiadujemy si¢ nie tylko
o mapach i calych atlasach poswigconych
dziejom ruchu robotniczego (o tym ostat-
nim dziele Autorka pisala juz wezesniej, co
odbija si¢ na wyjatkowej szczegétowosci
wywodu), ale takze o wzbogaceniu jezy-
ka kartografii, $mielszym wykorzystaniu
symboli oraz o inspiracjach i wspétpracy
z kartografami z innych panistw bloku
wschodniego (przede wszystkim NRD).
Autorka patrzy na twérczos¢ kartograficz-
ng z lat komunizmu bez zacietrzewienia.
Dostrzega zaréwno jej tendencyjnosé, jak
i techniczne osiagnigcia. Stusznie, ponie-
waz czechostowackie atlasy publikowane
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od lat sze$¢dziesigtych staly na wyzszym
poziomie niz kiedykolwiek przedtem.
Wzbogacit si¢ nie tylko jezyk kartografii,
ale przede wszystkim jej zakres tematycz-
ny. Uczniowie i amatorzy uzyskali dostgp
do map ilustrujacych zjawiska gospodar-
cze, kulturalne, infrastrukeuralne, arche-
ologiczne i inne. Ten rozwéj dostrzegli
wreszcie recenzenci, takze z ,burzuazyj-
nego” Zachodu, chwalac czechostowackie
publikacje za oryginalno$¢ i pomystowos¢,
czyli cechy, ktérych ewidentnie brakowato
czeskim atlasom przed 1948 r. Niektére
przedsigwzigcia kartograficzne schytkowe-
go komunizmu znalazly kontynuacje po
1989 r. Dobrym przyktadem jest zaktuali-
zowany Archeologicky atlas pravéké Evropy
(Praha 2007). Jednoczesnie Autorka do-
strzega nowe prady w czeskiej kartografii
historycznej ostatnich dziesigcioleci, juz
po upadku komunizmu, przede wszystkim
dynamiczny rozwdj kartografii regionalne;j.

Ksiazka Jitki Mocickovej to bardzo so-
lidna i klarowna historia subdyscypliny
dwéch spokrewnionych nauk: geografii
i historii. Dzi¢ki kompetencji Autorki

praca bedzie cenna pomoca zaréwno
w pracy geografa, jak i historyka nauki.
Z nieco szerszej perspektywy ciekawe
wydaja si¢ obserwacje Autorki dotycza-
ce cezur wewnetrznych ksiazki. Fake, ze
atlasy historyczne niepodleglej Czechosto-
wacji tak nieznacznie réznily si¢ od atla-
séw austriackich, to kolejna ilustracja sity
powiazani miedzy monarchig habsburska
a jej demokratyczng nastgpezynia. To czgséé
szerszego trendu, widocznego w wielu
dziedzinach w tym szczegdlnie w histo-
rii nauki'. Tym wyrazniej zarysowuje si¢
przelomowa rola powojennej sowietyzacji,
ktora réwniez w dziedzinie kartografii hi-
storycznej zbiegla si¢ z przemianami mo-
dernizacyjnymi. Autorka potrafi znalez¢é
wlasciwy ton narracji o nauce programowo
zaangazowanej w polityke. Dostrzegajac,
niekiedy nieoczywiste, manipulacje karto-
grafli historycznej sprzed 1989 r., docenia
realny postep w technice przygotowania
i przede wszystkim w konceptualizacji
map. [
Maciej Gérny

(Warszawa)

1 Zob. J. Surman, Universities in Imperial Austria, 1848—1918. A Social
History of Multilingual Space, West Lafayette 2018.
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Daniel Baranek: PrekraCovani hranic ghetta: proména Zidovskych
sidelnich struktur a akulturacni strategie Zidii [Crossing the Ghetto Borders.
The Transformation of Jewish Settlement Structures and the Acculturation
Strategies of Jews], Historicky ustav, Praha, 2023, 167 pp., ills

This book by Daniel Bardnek presents a so-
cio-historical analysis of Jewish-non-Jewish
relations in the Bohemian lands between
1848 and 1921. The Author argues against

the prevailing historiographical focus on
conflict, particularly antisemitism, and
critiques the oversimplified “assimilation
narrative” that often frames Jewish history.
The research’s primary objective is to il-
luminate the more subtle, “non-eventful”
aspects of daily life and gradual social
change by examining the complex inter-
actions between Jewish and non-Jewish
populations. To achieve this, the Author
undertakes a comparative micro-historical
study of four towns with traditional Jewish
ghettos: Boskovice, Hranice, Kolin, and
Lostice. His analysis is structured along
two principal axes. The first dimension,
spatial, tracks the physical migration of
Jewish populations out of the former ghet-
tos into Christian parts of towns, leading
to analyses of settlement patterns. The
second dimension, sociocultural, enables
investigation of the various acculturation
strategies employed by Jews across spheres

such as social clubs, politics, religion, and
education.
Bardnek’s research offers a sophisticat-
ed mixed-methods approach, combining
quantitative analysis of census data with
cartographic visualization and a qualitative
theoretical framework to interpret social
behaviors.
What strengths and scholarly contribu-
tions can the monograph bring to read-
ers? Thanks to its methodological rigor,
theoretical sophistication, and significant
historiographical interventions, I divided
the book’s strengths into four main gains:
1) Innovative Methodological Approach
The research design is a major strength.
The Author combines a comparative
micro-study with advanced carto-
graphic analysis, providing a novel way
to visualize and understand historical
demographic shifts. The Author’s use
of hexagonal grid maps is particularly
innovative. Unlike traditional maps
that color entire houses, this method
normalizes for building size. It offers
a more precise, more accurate represen-
tation of population density, avoiding
optical distortions, which is a powerful
tool for spatial history. The research
successfully integrates disparate sourc-
es — census records, historical maps,
and city directories — into a coherent
analytical pipeline, leveraging mod-
ern tools, such as RDF databases and
OpenHistoricalMap.

2) Transparency and Rigor in Data Han-
dling
The Author demonstrates exceptional
academic integrity by openly acknowl-
edging and systematically addressing
the limitations of the historical source
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3)

4)

material. The study forthrightly states
that many census records are missing,
especially for Boskovice and Kolin. In-
stead of ignoring this gap, the Author
develops a mathematical model based
on linear interpolation and approxima-
tion to estimate the missing population
data for the cartograms. Crucially, the
Author tests the model’s reliability by
running simulations on complete data-
sets to calculate its margin of error.
This transparency builds significant
confidence in the study’s conclusions,
even those based on modelled data.
Robust Theoretical Framework
Bardnek’s study moves beyond simplis-
tic binaries like “assimilation” versus
“orthodoxy”. It employs John W. Ber-
ry’s model of acculturation strategies
(integration, assimilation, segregation,
marginalization) as its core analytical
tool. This framework allows for a much
more nuanced understanding of Jew-
ish past behavior. It demonstrates that
individuals and groups could adopt
different strategies in different social
contexts — for instance, pursuing inte-
gration in civic society while choosing
voluntary segregation in education to
preserve cultural identity. This disman-
tles the flawed “assimilation narrative”
by showing that actual assimilation was
extremely rare.

Significant Historiographical Interven-
tion

Bardnek’s findings directly challenge
long-held assumptions in Czech-Jewish
history. His research compellingly ar-
gues that economic factors, not anti-
semitism, were the primary drivers of
Jewish migration patterns. The decline
in Jewish populations in these towns
was not due to increased emigration
driven by persecution, but to a decrease
in immigration from outside as the
towns became economically stagnant.
The Author finds no evidence that
antisemitic campaigns directly caused

emigration. The study posits that the
key variable for successful Jewish in-
tegration was not the absence of anti-
semitism, but the presence of a liberal
faction within the non-Jewish society
that provided a welcoming counter-
part.

While the Author’s handling of the re-
search challenges is exemplary, the study is
nonetheless constrained by certain inher-
ent limitations stemming from the source
material and the project’s scope, which
this review must discuss. The first is data
incompleteness and too faithful reliance
on modelling.

The study’s most significant weakness is
the fragmentary nature of its primary data-
set. In two of the four case studies, Bosko-
vice and Kolin, the Author was only able
to locate 45% and 65% of the expected
Jewish census records, respectively. While
the mathematical modelling used to fill
these gaps is rigorous, conclusions for these
towns inevitably rest on a foundation that
is partially estimated rather than entirely
empirical. This introduces a degree of un-
certainty that cannot be wholly eliminated.
The census records themselves were not al-
ways filled out consistently, with frequent
omissions of key data points, such as date
of birth or length of stay in the municipal-
ity. This complicates the reconstruction of
population groups, particularly for earlier
census years.

The second problem is limited general-
izability. The Author is correct to caution
that the findings from this four-town study
cannot be automatically applied to all Jew-
ish communities in the Bohemian land.
The research focuses on four “traditional”
communities from a pool of over 200 in
Bohemia and 52 in Moravia. These towns
were selected explicitly for data availabil-
ity and to represent specific town sizes,
but they may not be representative of the
broader experience, especially when com-
pared to newly established communities in
major industrial cities like Brno or Ostrava.
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The study deliberately focuses on smaller
towns with pre-existing ghettos, exclud-
ing the large, dynamic communities that
formed in major cities post-emancipation.
The socio-spatial dynamics in a city like
Prague or Brno were likely very different,
limiting the applicability of these findings
to the entire Jewish population.

The third problem I identify is the
inherent constraints of census data. The
decennial nature of the census records
presents an unavoidable analytical chal-
lenge. As the Author notes, the ten-year
gap between censuses can mask significant
mobility. A person classified as a “settler”
(present in the same town in two con-
secutive censuses) may have moved away
and returned in the intervening years. This
flattens a potentially dynamic reality into
a static picture and may underrepresent
the true extent of population churn.

Despite the inherent limitations im-
posed by the available historical sources,
Crossing the Ghetto Borders is a methodo-
logically sophisticated and intellectually
compelling work of social history. The Au-
thor’s innovative use of cartographic analy-
sis, transparent handling of incomplete

data, and application of a robust theo-
retical framework set a high standard for
the field.

The study’s strengths — particularly its
rigorous challenge to the narratives sur-
rounding antisemitism and assimilation
— far outweigh its weaknesses. By dem-
onstrating that economic opportunity
and the presence of liberal allies were
more decisive for Jewish migration and
integration than persecution, the research
makes a transformative contribution to the
historiography of Jewish life in Central
Europe. The limitations identified are not
failures of the researcher, but rather hon-
est acknowledgements of the challenges of
working with fragmentary historical data.

This research is a valuable and insight-
ful analysis that successfully advances the
scholarly conversation, providing both
a new model for conducting socio-spatial
history and a more nuanced understanding
of the complex realities of Jewish life after

the fall of the ghetto walls. [

Téna Klementovd
(Luxembourg)
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Modelling the City. Formal Ontology and Spatial Humanities,
edited by Wiestawa Duzy, Routledge, London, 2024, 215 pp.

Cities have been the most complex spa-
tial form of habitation throughout human
history. Several disciplines have invested
considerable effort in understanding and

MODELLING THE CITY

FORMAL ONTIUOET AND SPATIAL BUMANITIES

explaining this complexity, employing
a variety of approaches and methods, as
exemplified by the volume reviewed here.
Besides history, geography, and historical
geography, various branches of theoretical
and practical digital humanities feature
prominently with brand-new, cutting-
-edge approaches. However, for readers
with a general interest in urban history
or spatial humanities but without specific
training in data management and cognitive
engineering, the entry threshold appears
relatively high. Familiarity with the term
“formal domain ontology” is taken for
granted from the very first paragraph of
the Introduction. The reader has to wait
until page 176, or instead start reading
there, to get a concise summary of what
ontologies are useful for: first, “for a struc-
tured analysis of the source content [of
historical maps]”; second, “used as a con-
trolled dictionary of terms which allows
to annotate maps’ and third, “in standard-
izing research using (spatial) databases”.

These advantages indeed make it worth
cracking the hard nut, as they facilitate
comparative research — a key element of
urban history that aims to transcend the
level of anecdotal local inquiries.

The studies collected in this concise and
visually pleasing volume (or, for most users,
the open-access PDF file at https://library.
oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/93622)
stem from several research traditions. The
most instrumental in the creation of the
book was the Historical Ontology of
Urban Space (HOUSe) project hosted by
the Tadeusz Manteufel Institute of His-
tory of the Polish Academy of Sciences
(IH PAN) between 2020 and 2022, in
collaboration with eight further research
institutes and universities from Central
and Western Europe listed on the project’s
homepage (https://urbanonto.ihpan.edu.
pl/about-project/). Besides the Introduc-
tion written by Wiestawa Duzy, the editor
and the PI of the project, Chapters 6, 7,
and 8 derive directly from HOUSe. As
their website and partly the book’s Intro-
duction explain, the underlying aim was
to understand the changes in the spatial
structure of cities, particularly Warsaw,
from the sixteenth to the early twentieth
century. Although not discussed in detail
(a missed opportunity for an international
readership), the history of Warsaw, rising
from a small country town to the capital
of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
and then becoming a seat of governance
under the partitions of Poland, warrants
a detailed investigation of the inevitably
changing urban fabric.

The topography of Warsaw is indeed
a red thread in the HOUSe-related chap-
ters. To get an overview, the best way
may be to start with Chapter 8 by Ka-
tarzyna Stomska-Przech and Keith Lilley,
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‘Exploring urban ontologies through his-
toric town maps’, from where the above-
quoted definition of ontology is also taken.
This chapter highlights the challenging
source situation by analysing the Lindley
family’s 1:2500-scale plan (1897-1901)
of Warsaw in comparison with the Ord-
nance Survey map of Coventry of the same
scale and age. The Warsaw map (see also:
https://atlasfontium.pl/lindleys-map-of-
warsaw/) was commissioned by the Rus-
sian authorities and executed with a high
level of accuracy but without a legend.
Reconstructing the legend by identifying
a set of typical features offers a particu-
larly illuminating case for the application
of the ontology-based method. Further
details of the HOUSe methodology for
building the formal domain, the Histori-
cal Ontology of Urban Spaces, are dis-
cussed in Chapter 7 by Stomska-Przech
and Duzy, with a strong emphasis on
potential problems encountered during
validation and verification. It also refers
to two further systems, the OntoHGIS
ontology — a domain ontology collecting
information on historical administrative
units (developed jointly by the Humani-
ties Research Data Lab at the John Paul IT
Catholic University of Lublin and IH PAN),
as well as the Polish Database of Topo-
graphic Objects (BDOT), developed a few
years before HOUSe by Gléwny Urzad
Geodezji i Kartografii (GUGIK — the
Head Office of Geodesy and Cartogra-
phy) in cooperation with the Voivodeship
Marshals (regional authorities), as the
basis of this new ontology that focuses
on historic urban spaces. This advanced
methodological discussion presupposes
user-level knowledge of all three systems,
or the continuous consultation of online
resources created by them. The third ar-
ticle in this imagined “HOUSe cluster”,
Chapter 6 on “Uncertain information and
spatial objects. Examples from works on
the HOUSe project and the European

Historic Towns Atlas series” is again more

accessible to a general readership. Its au-
thors, Anna-Lena Schuhmacher, Daniel
Stracke, and Michat Stomski, address three
types of uncertainties, those of location,
dating, and function, which cause prob-
lems when creating reconstructed maps of
historical urban development. With plenty
of examples drawn from their work on the
Urban HomeBase, a database of objects
featured on historic maps of Warsaw, and
the meanwhile published Historic Towns
Atlas of Magdeburg, respectively, they ar-
gue for “viable solutions to represent and
work with uncertainty instead of elimi-
nating and ignoring it”. This attitude can
be instructive for historical studies, well
beyond the projects mentioned. Another
merit of the article is the integration of the
European Historic Towns Atlas project,
a cartographic project which has produced
more than 600 atlases of European towns
over the past 55 years, into this new meth-
odological framework."'

Chapter 9 offers a welcome practical
application of the ontological method to
map out “Changes in spatial development
of Lviv from the second half of the eight-
eenth century to the present day”. It is
much appreciated that this advanced, clear,
and well-argued article has developed from
a BA thesis by Marta Demchyna, who, to-
gether with her two supervisors, Katarzyna
Stomska-Przech and Tomasz Panecki, un-
dertook the analysis of four historical maps
of Lviv from 1766, 1844/1855, 1918,
and the modern Open Street Map. She
dissected these along ontological classes
into a database and reassembled the fea-
tures into a series of consistently designed
maps of spatial development, which allow
both quantitative and qualitative compari-
sons. Hopefully, a similar discussion of
Warsaw’s development with proper his-
torical contextualization will soon fol-

low from the HOUSe team. The good

! https://www.uni-muenster.de/Staedtegeschichte/en/portal/
staedteatlanten (accessed: 13 Nov. 2025).
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news for readers interested in these issues
is that HOUSe was extended in a new
reuse within a Polish-German collabora-
tive follow-up project, “Historical survey
maps and the comparative study of the
functionality and morphology of urban
space. Standardisation — Digital process-
ing — Research” (HiSMaComp, https://
www.uni-muenster.de/Staedtegeschichte/
en/Forschung/einzelprojekte-laufend/HiS-
MaComp.html).

Chapters 1 and 2 offer a broader theo-
retical framework for the HOUSe project
and, to some extent, to the other studies
in the volume at two different ends of
the scale. Chapter 1 by Qyvind Eide on
“Modelling as a bridge between maps,
spatial concepts, and the territory” oper-
ates with broad generalisations about how
maps as media products model complex
realities, discussing four primary modali-
ties of this process: the material, the senso-
rial, the spatiotemporal, and the semiotic.
Other works of the author referenced in
several articles of the volume expand on
the complex philosophical and conceptual
mindset beyond the deceptively simple
formulations of the present article. Con-
versely, Chapter 2 by Francesco Beretta,
“An ontology of geographical places and
their spatio-temporal, social evolution in
the context of an ecosystem of CIDOC
CRM extensions for humanities and social
sciences (SDHSS)” offers a framework for
the experts in an elegant sermon to the
already converted. The uninitiated, con-
sulting the https://cidoc-crm.org/ website
for a foothold, will find it surprising to
discover that this modelling framework
was initially developed as a “theoretical
and practical tool for information inte-
gration in the field of cultural heritage”,
CIDOC being the International Commit-
tee for Documentation of the International
Council for Museums (ICOM). While ap-
preciating the effort to develop an interop-
erable system that various disciplines can
utilise, this reviewer is somewhat sceptic

whether such a system, even with its ex-
tensions, can ever describe the complex
social lives of historical communities in
space and time.

Chapters 3, 4, and 5, inserted into this
framework, take the reader to different
shores and showcase different methodolo-
gies of using urban space and its represen-
tations as historical sources. Chapters 3
and 4 are based on papers presented at the
final conference of HOUSe in Miinster in
September 2022; additionally, Chapters 4
and 5 are embedded in Polish urban his-
tory. Humphrey Southall and Paula Aucott
in “Identifying key features within the ur-
ban landscapes of England and Wales circa
1900” intend to offer “an alternative start-
ing point for categorising urban features”
by laboriously processing all written infor-
mation included on the map sheets of the
Second edition of the 1:10650 series of
the Ordnance Survey of Great Britain. The
identification and quantification of various
categories of features, thoroughfares, build-
ings, and land cover is interpreted by the
authors as a form of “implicit ontology”,
contrasted with the reference to explicit
categories used by HOUSe. The reliance
on the historical maps as representations
of typical and repetitive elements of urban
topography by both approaches, however,
works as a common denominator between
the two enterprises. Chapter 4, “Narrating
Szczecin. Creation of urban authenticity
through touristic city trails” by Tabitha
Redepenning, is only indirectly related
to the main thrust of the volume through
the use of various maps in the guidebooks
from c. 1900 to the 1980s, analysed by
the author. Contrary to the full coverage
of generic information displayed on the
historical maps, the city trails were intend-
ed to show a linear narrative to a set of
historically changing audiences, the tour-
ists visiting the town. Finally, Chapter 5,
“The change of street names in Poznan and
Gdynia in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries” by Grigori Chlesberg, shows the
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politicised nature of naming streets, and
indeed, entire settlements. His examples,
taken from Poland, could be endlessly ex-
panded to other countries and settlements
of Central and Eastern Europe. While the
changing names certainly create practical
problems for historical gazetteers, the au-
thor also points to the unstable identity
they engender, a concept that the ontologi-
cal approach can hardly grasp.

As it transpires from the order of this
overview, the tripartite division of the
book into “Media, sources, data model”;
“Investigating urban space” and “Mapping
objects in urban space” did not convince
this reviewer. While each chapter has its
merits, arguments, and conclusions, they
speak to different audiences. Fortunately,
with the book’s open access, readers can
freely choose which chapter to engage
with. Whereas the book as a whole does
not appear entirely consistent, the chapters
still raise several general epistemological
questions regarding the level of abstrac-
tion applied by the maps and their later

interpreters. Almost all the contributions
oscillate between searching for more
general categories beyond the particular,
which is the basic purpose of ontologies,
and secking the specific manifestations be-
yond the general classifications, whether
“greenery/green spaces” or “buildings with
special uses”. An even broader general is-
sue is how far researchers should aim to
create a one-size-fits-all ontology of urban
spaces and their uses across various ge-
ographies and historic periods, or adjust
the categories to the needs of the given
research project while keeping comparabil-
ity in mind. Technological advances, also
within the field of digital and spatial hu-
manities, combined with the increasingly
globalized approaches in urban history,
will undoubtedly keep this question on the
agenda and acknowledge the contribution
of this volume to the debate. [

Katalin Szende
(CEU, Vienna/Budapest)
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