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Historical geographical dictionaries have 
a long tradition in Poland, the most fa-
mous being the Słownik geograficzny Kró- 
lestwa Polskiego (Geographical Dictionary 
of the Kingdom of Poland) published from 

1880 to 1902. Due to the German occu-
pation of Poland during World War II, 
which prevented the preparation of a new 
dictionary, it was only quite late after the 
war, in 1966, that Karol Buczek assembled 
a working group at the Polish Academy of 
Sciences with the aim to publishing histor-
ical geographical dictionaries of all histori-
cal lands of Poland in their actual borders 
as a commemoration of the 1000th anniver-
sary of the Baptism of Poland. The project 
failed, being too ambitious, and the first 
volumes of the dictionary, covering the 
historical lands of Chełmno and Wyszo-
gród, appeared only in 1971. The project 
is still continued and until today mainly 
volumes covering the historical lands of 

Mazowsze (Mazovia), Małopolska (Little 
Poland) and Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) 
have been issued, whereas the once so- 
-called Regained Territories rest to a large 
extent undealt with.1 The present dictiona- 
ry, while it undoubtedly fills a gap in Pol-
ish historiography, only partly links to the 
tradition of the historical and geographical 
dictionaries published by the Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences, as it gives a lot of space 
to archaeological research and includes el-
ements of historical geography’s retrogres-
sive method. Different from the tradition 
of the above mentioned dictionaries is also 
the geographical area chosen: the actual 
district of Lubiń is not a historical region 
but a contemporary administration unit.

The publication has already been re-
viewed several times: one rather neutral 
review mainly presenting the content and 
the structure of the dictionary,2 two re- 
views by specialists of medieval archaeology 
of Silesia pointing out some mistakes and 
omissions,3 and a very critical review by 
Tomasz Jurek, head of the Academy proj-
ect, who – besides pointing out some mis-
takes – criticised the structure of the dictio-
nary.4 The authors of the dictionary have 
since written a response to the last review.5

1	 For a description of the Academy project see: http://www.slownik.ihpan.
edu.pl/intro.php, access: August 25, 2017.

2	 See review by Tomasz Związek in: ”Acta Poloniae Historica”, 111, 2015, 
p. 111–181.

3	 See reviews by Krzysztof Fokt and Przemysław Nocuń in: “Śląski Kwar-
talnik Historyczny Sobótka”, 70, 2015, p. 117–123; “Rocznik Muzeum 
Górnośląski Park Etnograficzny w Chorzowie”, 3, 2014, p. 232–238.

4	 See review by Tomasz Jurek in: “Roczniki Historyczne”, 81, 2015,  
p. 263–267.

5	 D. Adamska, A. Latocha, D. Nowakowski, Prototypowy czy pilotażowy? 
W sprawie dyskusji nad pierwszym tomem „Słownika wsi śląskich  
w średniowieczu”, “Śląski Kwartalnik Historyczny Sobótka”, 71 (1), 2016, 
p. 181–191.

Słownik wsi śląskich w średniowieczu, vol. 1: Powiat lubiński,  
red. Dominik Nowakowski, authors: Dagmara Adamska, Agnieszka Latocha,  
Dominik Nowakowski, Aleksander Paroń, Marcin Siehankiewicz, Robert Sikorski,  
Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii PAN, Ośrodek Badań nad Kulturą Późnego Antyku 
i Wczesnego Średniowiecza, Wrocław 2014, pp. 308 + 88 tables
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The structure of the reviewed publica-
tion is clear, the dictionary is divided into 
four main parts: introduction, containing 
a presentation of the applied methodolo-
gy, the sources and a brief history of the 
development of settlements in medieval 
Silesia; the second part, the description 
of 104 villages enriched with a lot of ad-
ditional photographs, plans, and artefact 
drawings; the third part containing car-
tographical reconstructions of the villages 
elaborated upon with historical geogra-
phy’s retrogressive method; and finally 
the personal and geographical index fol-
lowed by a German summary.

Each entry is divided into four parts: 
at the top of each article the settlement’s 
name is given in Polish and German and 
the commune it presently belongs to, 
followed by the historical forms of the 
place name and finally information on 
the church affiliation, then follows his-
torical information from printed and un-
printed sources, then information on the 
geographical location of the village, and 
finally information on historical build-
ings and archaeological findings based on 
both published and unpublished mate-
rials, e.g. Archeologiczne Zdjęcie Polski 
(the Archaeological Survey of Poland). 
This part also includes a large number of 
photographs and drawings from church-
es, cadastral maps or ceramic findings, 
swords or seals etc.

The 9-page bibliography is carefully 
prepared, and what is particularly note-
worthy is that the German literature is 
quoted nearly without mistakes, which 
is not always the standard in Polish pub-
lications.

From the reviewer’s point of view – i.e. 
that of a historian interested in the histo-
ry of settlement – the dictionary’s biggest 
merit is the collection of archaeological 
findings, which is an enormous help for 
non-archaeologists trying to work in-
terdisciplinarily. However, that kind of 
research would also greatly benefit from 

even some short information about the 
etymology of the place names. The task 
shouldn’t have been especially time-con-
suming, as the biggest part of the Silesian 
place names has already been published in 
the Słownik etymologiczny nazw geograficz- 
nych Śląska (Etymological Dictionary of 
Silesian Place names), which unfortunate-
ly rarely can be found as a complete col-
lection in libraries outside Silesia.

Given the great importance of towns in 
the shaping of settlement structures, the 
reviewer sees no plausible reason in omit-
ting them from the work. Lubin and Rud-
na are missing totally, Ścinawa has only 
a very short entry, whereas Chobienia has 
its own keyword. Surely the complete de-
scription of the towns would increase the 
volume of the dictionary remarkably, but 
as Tomasz Jurek suggested, at least infor-
mation on their pre-location history and 
archaeology should have been given, as 
detailed information on their later history 
can be easily found e.g. in the Schlesisches 
Städtebuch.

The third and last part of the publica-
tion consists of 88 tables which attempt 
to reconstruct the geographical environ-
ment of each village. The basis for this re-
construction is made up mostly of maps 
drawn by Ludwig Wilhelm von Regler 
during the years 1764–1770, and of the 
Urmesstischblätter (1824 and 1826). These 
tables are printed in colour on a scale of 
1:25.000. The spatial layout of the village 
centre is plotted into the plans, including  
roads and tracks, watercourses, vegetation 
cover and information about the struc-
ture of the terrain, as well as symbols for 
churches, mills and manors etc. As the au-
thors use the retrogression method known 
as Dorfkernforschung in German, they at-
tach special importance to the layout of 
village centres. However, for the history 
of settlement the field layouts are no less 
important and thus, the plotting of field 
structures would be very useful for further 
research. In the case of the Lubin district 
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there seems to be a lack of appropriate 
sources for such an endeavour, but for 
other regions, for which more material is 
available, it might be worth a try.

The reviewer find the addition of field 
names taken from the maps of Wilhelm 
von Regler, the Urmesstischblätter and the 
card file compiled by Arthur Zobel con-
served in the Herder Institute in Marburg 
very useful. The localisation of the archae-
ological findings in the plans wouldn’t 
have been less useful.

The index is a rather weak point in 
the reviewed book, because the German 
place names and the historical forms are 
missing which unnecessarily complicates 
the use of the dictionary when the user 
is looking for information concerning vil-
lages he/she knows only from sources or 
from German literature. 

The head of the Academy Project To-
masz Jurek harshly criticised the decision 
to publish the dictionary according to ac-
tual districts and not according to histor-
ical regions. In theory Jurek’s arguments 
sound convincing, but the fact that 
only four from initially fifteen planned 
(I omit that the original conception has 
changed since) volumes have been pub-
lished until today or are actually being 
published, shows that his arguments are 
a bit stretched. If the Academy project 
continues at the same pace it would be 
concluded in around 150 years, which  
 
 
 
 

is why initiatives to publish this kind of 
dictionaries outside the Academy should 
be welcomed, even if they can’t in all 
points comply with the high standards 
of the Academy Project. The question is, 
whether in times of the Internet long-
time projects like dictionaries should 
still be published first as a print version, 
and then made accessible as scans (as is 
the case with the Academy project), or 
whether it would not be better to pres-
ent them first online as work-in-progress, 
which could enable a swift proofreading 
and revision of any mistakes and omis-
sions before the work went to print.  
An online presentation of the collected 
card files of still unpublished volumes 
would be even more useful, as for example 
the Deutsches Rechtswörterbuch (DRW) 
which allows the user to find online the 
quotations collected for still unpublished 
keywords. If one day all districts of the 
dictionary are completed, the online ver-
sion could allow the user to create his/
her own dictionary according to their 
interests, e.g. to organize the material 
according to historical administration 
units. That doesn’t mean that the print-
ed versions will become redundant, but 
in the age of Internet the consequences of 
pragmatic decisions concerning the print-
ed versions of a long-time project could 
always be altered by a well-thought-out 
online presentation.                               

Joachim Stephan
(Poznań)
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