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(S. 191–216) und fasst seine Ergebnisse in einem eigenen Abschnitt zusammen 
(S. 217–224).

Nach der umfangreichen Bibliographie (S. 225–251) folgt eine wertvolle 
Sammlung von Primärquellen vom Jahre 1135 bis zum 17. November 1387, erst 
in einer Liste zusammengefasst (S. 253–293), dann in der Form eines Diploma-
tariums. Im Diplomatarium (S. 295–339) sind die noch ungedruckte Urkunden 
ediert. Ein beträchtlicher Teil dieser Urkunden sind nur in Malta, in den Archives 
of the Order of Malta, National Library of Malta (Valletta, Malta) zu �nden; diese 
Urkundenedition ergibt sich aus der jahrzehntelangen Erforschung der relevanten 
Quellen. Diese Urkundenedition macht Hunyadis Buch für die spätere Forschung 
unverzichtbar; die Verö�entlichung der bisher ungedruckten Urkunden wird 
durch eine siegelkundliche Sammlung, die Angabe der erwähnten Grains und Ab-
bildung von Grundrissen einiger Priorate ergänzt. 

Gábor Bradács (Debrecen)

Bernhart Jähnig, Verfassung und Verwaltung des Deutschen Ordens und sei-
ner Herrscha' in Livland (Schri'en der Baltischen Historischen Kommission,  
Bd. 16), Berlin 2011, 336 pp., ISBN 978-3-643-11005-3. 

 
This work concerns the Livonian branch of the Teutonic Order, focusing on the 
shaping of territorial authority by the Teutonic Knights in Livonia and on admin-
istrative aspects connected with the exercising of power at both a central and local 
levels. !e book consists of nine chapters and two appendices. !e �rst appendix 
comprises a list of o�cials of the Teutonic Order in Livonia, while the second 
contains maps and plans relating to the administration of the order and the church 
and the routes taken by inspectors of the Teutonic castles in 1442. !e work also 
includes a list of sources and literature, as well as indexes of names, places and 
subjects.

In the �rst chapter, entitled “!e Basis of Authority”, Bernhart Jähnig con-
centrates on the formation and organisation of Christian territorial authority in 
Livonia and on the year 1237, when the Livonian Brothers of the Sword were 
incorporated into the Teutonic Order.

!e next chapter, “!e Creation of Authority”, presents the organisation of 
the Teutonic Order’s rule in Livonia, considering various aspects of the formation 
of national law, regional administration, and policies with regard to the towns and 
the archbishop of Riga. !e author concentrates mainly on the 13th century.
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!e subsequent chapter is devoted to castles, which constituted an important 
element of Teutonic rule. !e author shows the stages behind the creation of a net-
work of castles, from those built by the Livonian Brothers of the Sword to those of 
the Teutonic Order, also presenting the distribution of castles within the territory. 
Bernhart Jähnig points out the fact that the biggest castles were built in central 
parts of the territory, which demonstrates their administrative and representative 
roles, in which the castle in Riga was particularly signi�cant. !e book includes 
architectural aspects connected with the functions performed by the castles, such 
as remarks about alterations in the late Middle Ages caused by the appearance of 
artillery, which shows the anticipation of military activity.

!e church in the area under Teutonic authority in Livonia is the subject of the 
next chapter. !e author discusses such questions as the territorial and legal basis 
of the bishoprics in Livonia, con�icts and signs of cooperation with the Teutonic 
Order, the order’s attitude towards monasteries situated in Livonia, the pardons ob-
tained from the church in order to conduct the military activities of the order, as well 
as the policy of the order towards parishes, rights of patronage, etc. According to the 
author, the situation of the church in Livonia should be compared not only with the 
situation in Prussia, but also with that in many parts in the Holy Roman Empire.

!e next chapter relates to territorial aspects of the administrative divisions 
in Livonia, the creation of new administrative units and the changes in those divi-
sions which took place from the 13th to the 16th centuries. !e author also draws 
attention to the properties of the Brothers of the Sword which were situated out-
side Livonia (in Bremen, Lübeck, and Sweden). !e Teutonic Order’s attempts to 
take over their property were not always successful.

!is is followed by a chapter devoted to the issues of the composition and 
personnel policy concerning Teutonic o�cials in Livonia. !e next two chapters 
respectively discuss the central authority and the regional authority of command-
ers (Komture) and baili�s (Vögte).

!e last chapter addresses problems of judicial power, including problems 
concerning its normative sources. !e law under the Teutonic authority in Livonia 
was created by a combination of various elements. Decisions from the �rst period 
concerning the Papacy, archbishops of Riga, the Livonian Brothers of the Sword, 
and later the Teutonic Order constituted a vital element of the law. Knightly law 
was equally important. !e author shows the reception of the Sachsenspiegel in the 
14th century, as well as the independence of municipal courts.

Undoubtedly, the book is a perfect compendium of knowledge about various 
aspects of the territorial rule of the Teutonic Order in Livonia.

Piotr Oliński (Toruń)


