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ABSTRACT

This paper presents the way the European Commission (EC) views the Euro-
pean Union’s future and its own future role. It argues that despite the new rules
introduced by the Treaty of Lisbon, the EC will not become overly politicized
after the 2014 European elections. The paper also outlines the case for political
union through a “democratic federation of nation states”, as proposed by the
President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso in State of the
Union 2012, and discusses the Commission’s proposals for further economic
integration in the Eurozone and the EU in general, with special focus on the
European Semester procedure and the EU’s new economic governance. The
Commission’s projects are then put in the context of predictions about the EU’s
future, made by researchers dealing with the subject.
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The European Commission does not have, and in any case should not have, any
influence on the European elections. However, this time the vote does signifi-
cantly influence the Commission. The slogan of the information campaign that
sought to explain the meaning of the election to the wider public was: “This time
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